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Introduction

In the heart  of  ancient  Israel’s  journey into the Promised Land lie
two significant mountains: Mount Gerizim and Mount Ebal. Located
in Samaria and facing each other directly,  these two mountains
were not  just  geographical  landmarks but  served as vivid
illustrations of the covenant between God and His people. Through
them, God presented the Israelites with a life-altering
choice—blessing for  obedience and curse for  disobedience.

This symbolic moment reveals a deep theological truth: God’s covenant
demands a response, and the results of that response echo through our
lives, both physically and spiritually.

The  Biblical  Account

While still in the wilderness, Moses gave Israel a prophetic instruction
from God. After crossing the Jordan River into Canaan, the Israelites
were to hold a covenant-renewal ceremony at Mount Gerizim and
Mount Ebal.
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“And when the Lord your God brings you into the land that you are
entering to take possession of  it,  you shall  set  the blessing on
Mount Gerizim and the curse on Mount Ebal.”
— Deuteronomy 11:29,  

They were to build an altar (on Ebal), write the entire Law on large
stones, and divide the tribes into two groups. Half of the tribes would
stand on Mount Gerizim to pronounce blessings, while the other half
would stand on Mount Ebal to declare curses. In the valley between
stood the Levitical priests with the Ark of the Covenant, representing
God’s presence and authority.

“And half  of  them shall  stand on Mount Gerizim to bless the
people,  and half  of  them on Mount Ebal  for  the curse…”
— Deuteronomy 27:12–13

Later, Joshua fulfilled this exact command after leading the Israelites
across the Jordan:
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“And all  Israel,  sojourner as well  as  native born,  with their  elders
and officers and their  judges,  stood on opposite sides of  the ark
before the Levitical  priests… Half  of  them in front  of  Mount
Gerizim and half  of  them in front  of  Mount Ebal…”
— Joshua 8:33

This dramatic gathering was a powerful reminder: God’s covenant
involves both promise and responsibility.

Theological  Signif icance

Covenant Relationship and Free Will1.
Mount Gerizim and Ebal represent the dual outcomes of the covenant—blessing and
curse—which depend on human response to God’s Word. This reflects the theological
principle of human responsibility in divine covenant. God initiates relationship, but
we are called to respond in obedience.

“I call heaven and earth to witness against you today, that I have
set  before you life  and death,  blessing and curse.  Therefore
choose life…”
— Deuteronomy 30:19
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Symbol of Judgment and Grace2.
Mount Ebal (where the altar was built) is where the Law and the sacrifices
met—highlighting that even under judgment, God provided a way of forgiveness
through sacrifice. This points forward to Jesus Christ, the ultimate sacrifice for our
sins.

“For the law was given through Moses;  grace and truth came
through Jesus Christ.”
— John 1:17

Foreshadowing the Gospel3.
Though these mountains aren’t often mentioned in the New Testament, Jesus indirectly
referenced Mount Gerizim during His encounter with the Samaritan woman:

“Our fathers worshiped on this  mountain,  but  you say that  in
Jerusalem is  the place where people ought to worship.”
— John 4:20

The Samaritans still honored Mount Gerizim as sacred. But Jesus
responded with a revelation of New Covenant worship:
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“The hour is  coming when neither on this  mountain nor in
Jerusalem will  you worship the Father… true worshipers will
worship the Father in spirit  and truth.”
— John 4:21,  23

In Christ, physical locations give way to spiritual realities. True
blessing is not tied to geography but to relationship with God through
Jesus.

Spiritual  Application  for  Believers  Today

Even today, Mount Gerizim and Mount Ebal stand as spiritual
metaphors. Every believer faces a similar choice: to walk in
obedience and receive God’s blessings (Gerizim), or to reject His
Word and suffer the spiritual consequences (Ebal).

God’s Word is clear—those who walk in His ways will experience the
fruit of obedience:
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“Blessed is  the man who walks not  in the counsel  of  the wicked…
but his  delight  is  in  the law of  the Lord.”
— Psalm 1:1–2

But those who reject His truth will find themselves cut off from His
blessing:

“But they refused to pay attention… therefore great  wrath came
from the Lord of  hosts.”
— Zechariah 7:11–12

Conclusion

Mount Gerizim and Mount Ebal are more than historical sites—they are
enduring symbols of the choices we make daily in our walk with
God. The Law, blessings, curses, sacrifice, and grace all intersect on
those slopes. Through Christ, the curse is broken, and the blessing is
fulfilled in those who believe and obey.
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We now live not under the shadow of the Law, but in the reality of
grace. Yet the principle remains: our lives are shaped by our response
to God’s Word.

Will you choose the path of Gerizim or Ebal? The mountain of
blessing or the mountain of judgment?

Shalom.
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