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In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, the King over all kingdoms
of the earth, be praised.

Welcome to the continuation of the Book of Daniel.

This chapter narrates King Nebuchadnezzar’s remarkable vision and
how it transformed his mindset, leading him to humble himself before
God. He wrote this letter declaring:

Daniel 4:1 (NIV)
Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, to all peoples, nations and men of
every language, who live in all the earth: May your peace abound!

2
It has seemed good to me to declare the signs and wonders that the
Most High God has done for me.

3
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How great are his signs, how mighty his wonders! His kingdom is an
eternal kingdom; his dominion endures from generation to generation.

Here, Nebuchadnezzar acknowledges God’s sovereignty and eternal
kingdom, which is foundational in biblical theology: God’s dominion is
everlasting, transcending human empires (cf. Psalm 145:13).

Theological  Insight:

Nebuchadnezzar, a Gentile king, recognizes the Most High God (El
Elyon)—a title emphasizing God’s supreme authority above all earthly
rulers (see Genesis 14:18-20). This is significant because it shows God’s
revelation extends beyond Israel to the nations, foreshadowing the
universal reign of Christ (Revelation 11:15).

Signs  Before  Judgment

Nebuchadnezzar speaks of signs and wonders God showed him. This fits
the biblical pattern where God first sends warnings before judgment:

Jonah’s story (Jonah 3) illustrates how God sent a prophet as a sign to warn Nineveh.
The city repented, and God spared it (Jonah 3:4-10).
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Similarly, Nebuchadnezzar’s dreams serve as divine warnings (Daniel 2 and Daniel 4). In
biblical theology, dreams often function as God’s method of revelation and warning (cf.
Genesis 37, Joseph’s dreams).

God’s patience and mercy allow time for repentance (2 Peter 3:9), but
persistent pride leads to judgment (Proverbs 16:18).

Questions  for  Reflection:

What does the term “Santon” mean? (Daniel 3:5,10)1.

What role do perfumes and ointments have in biblical worship?2.

What is the significance of Daniel’s early obedience in Chapter 1?3.

What does “mouth” symbolize in Daniel 6:22?4.

How is biblical humility defined?5.

What does it mean to “encourage understanding”? (Daniel 10:12)6.

Why are Job, Noah, and Daniel specifically highlighted for righteousness?7.

What is the meaning of “quick dispatch” in Daniel 9:21?8.

Are trousers exclusively men’s clothing biblically?9.

What biblical characteristics are linked to the coming Antichrist?10.

Miracles  and  God’s  Power
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Nebuchadnezzar witnessed miracles such as the deliverance of
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego from the fiery furnace (Daniel 3).
These miracles demonstrated God’s power to save and judge, validating
His sovereignty.

Biblically, miracles are signs pointing to God’s kingdom breaking
into the present age (John 2:11; Acts 2:22). Yet, Jesus warned that
signs without repentance are meaningless (Matthew 12:38-42),
condemning cities where miracles occurred but hearts remained
hardened (Matthew 11:20-24).

The  Dream  of  the  Tree  (Daniel  4:10-17  NIV)

Nebuchadnezzar describes his vision of a towering tree:
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“In my dream I saw a tree in the middle of the land. It was very tall
and strong… The tree grew large and strong and its  top touched
the sky;  it  was visible to the ends of  the earth.  Its  leaves were
beautiful, its fruit abundant, and on it was food for all. Under it the
wild animals  found shelter,  and the birds lived in its  branches…
But a holy messenger,  a  messenger of  God,  came down from
heaven and said: ‘Cut down the tree and trim off its branches… but
leave the stump and roots,  bound with iron and bronze… Let  him
be drenched with the dew of heaven, and let him live with the wild
animals… till  seven times pass by for  him. This  decision is  by the
decree of  the watchers,  and the sentence by the word of  the holy
ones… so that the living may know that the Most High is sovereign
over all  kingdoms on earth and gives them to anyone he wishes.’”

Theological  Analysis:

The tree symbolizes Nebuchadnezzar and his kingdom, tall and powerful, providing
life and shelter, reflecting his worldly pride and authority.

The holy watcher (angelic being) represents God’s heavenly court administering divine
judgment (Daniel 4:13,17). This reveals biblical angelology where angels act as
messengers and agents of God’s will (Hebrews 1:14).

The “seven times” traditionally represent a period of divine judgment and humbling
(often interpreted as seven years here), mirroring the biblical significance of “seven” as
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completeness or perfection in divine timing (Leviticus 26:18-28).

The purpose is to humble Nebuchadnezzar and demonstrate God’s absolute
sovereignty over all earthly powers (Psalm 103:19).

Nebuchadnezzar’s  Pride  and  Judgment  (Daniel  4:28-33  NIV)

Despite the warnings, Nebuchadnezzar boasts:

“Is  not  this  the great  Babylon I  have built  as  the royal  residence,
by my mighty power and for  the glory of  my majesty?”

At that moment, God’s judgment comes: Nebuchadnezzar is driven away
from human society, living like an animal, eating grass like
cattle—symbolizing complete humiliation (cf. Ezekiel 4:12-15; Psalm
102:6).

The  Watchers  and  Divine  Authority

The watchers in Daniel represent God’s heavenly council overseeing
earthly affairs, echoing ancient Near Eastern ideas of divine courts but
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uniquely shaped by biblical monotheism (cf. Job 1:6-12; 1 Kings
22:19-23).

God holds rulers accountable for justice (Proverbs 29:14), and Scripture
warns that pride leads to downfall (James 4:6).

Nebuchadnezzar’s  Restoration  and  Praise  (Daniel  4:34-37  NIV)

After seven years, Nebuchadnezzar’s sanity and kingdom are restored
when he acknowledges:

“The Most  High is  sovereign over all  kingdoms on earth and gives
them to anyone he wishes… His dominion is  an eternal  dominion;
his kingdom endures from generation to generation… He is  able to
humble those who walk in pride.”

This confession is a profound act of repentance and recognition of
God’s kingship, showing God’s mercy and restoration.
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Final  Thoughts  and  Application

God uses signs, dreams, wonders, and discipline to call people to repentance and
humility.

Even powerful rulers are subject to God’s authority, and pride leads to downfall (Proverbs
16:18).

The holy watchers (angels) observe how leaders wield power and ensure God’s justice.

Believers today should reflect on how they respond to God’s signs and warnings,
embracing humility and obedience.

This story points forward to Christ, the ultimate King whose kingdom will never end
(Luke 1:33).

May the Lord Jesus Christ bless you richly as you meditate on
these truths. Please share this message with others.
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