Daniel Chapter 5 - The Fall of Babylon:

Introduction: The Glory and Fall of Babylon

Babylon was one of the greatest empires in ancient history, known for its
architectural marvels, strong fortifications, and cultural influence.
Historically and biblically, it symbolized human pride, idolatry, and
rebellion against God (cf. Genesis 11:1-9). At its peak, Babylon seemed
impenetrable. Its people believed the city would last forever.

However, Daniel 5 gives us a profound lesson: no matter how mighty a
kingdom may appear, God alone holds the final authority over nations,
kings, and destinies (Daniel 2:21).

Belshazzar’s Sin: Profaning the Holy

Daniel 5:1-4 (NKJV)

“Belshazzar the king made a great feast... he gave the command to
bring the gold and silver vessels which his father Nebuchadnezzar
had taken from the temple in Jerusalem...”
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Belshazzar, the last king of Babylon, committed a grievous sin—not
merely drunken revelry, but blasphemy. He deliberately used sacred
items from the Temple of God in Jerusalem to toast idols of gold, silver,
bronze, iron, wood, and stone.

Theologically, this act represents the ultimate desecration—mixing the
holy with the profane (cf. Leviticus 10:10). Belshazzar was not ignorant.
Daniel later rebukes him, saying:

Daniel 5:22 (NKJV)
“But you his son, Belshazzar, have not humbled your heart,
although you knew all this.”

He had knowledge of how God had humbled Nebuchadnezzar, but
instead of learning, he hardened his heart.

The Writing on the Wall: Divine Judgment

Daniel 5:5 (NKJV)
“In the same hour the fingers of a man’s hand appeared and wrote
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opposite the lampstand on the plaster of the wall...”

Only Daniel, empowered by the Spirit of God (Daniel 5:11), could
interpret the writing:

Daniel 5:25-28 (NKJV)

MENE: God has numbered your kingdom and finished it.

TEKEL: You have been weighed in the balances and found wanting.
PERES: Your kingdom has been divided and given to the Medes and
Persians.

These words are a theological proclamation of divine sovereignty and
moral accountability. Belshazzar’s sins had reached their full measure
(cf. Genesis 15:16), and God’s judgment was immediate.

The Fulfillment of Judgment: Historical and Biblical Accuracy

Daniel 5:30 (NKJV)
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“That very night Belshazzar, king of the Chaldeans, was slain.”

While Belshazzar feasted, the Medo-Persian army, under Cyrus the Great,
had already diverted the Euphrates River and entered Babylon through
the dried riverbed. The city was taken without a full-scale battle, exactly
as prophesied (cf. Isaiah 45:1-2).

This fulfilled Jeremiah’s prophecy:

Jeremiah 51:57-58 (NKJV)

“And | will make drunk her princes... and they shall sleep a
perpetual sleep and not awake,” says the King... “The broad walls of
Babylon shall be utterly broken.”

Spiritual Babylon: A Prophetic Parallel

In Revelation 17-18, “Babylon” reappears—not as a literal city, but as a
symbol of a corrupt religious-political system that opposes Christ and
leads many astray.
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Revelation 17:5 (NKJV)

“And on her forehead a name was written: MYSTERY, BABYLON THE
GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF
THE EARTH.”

Just like ancient Babylon, this end-time system will be judged:

Revelation 18:8 (NKJV)

“Therefore her plagues will come in one day—death and mourning
and famine. And she will be utterly burned with fire, for strong is
the Lord God who judges her.”

The mixture of holy and unholy, the use of God’s name in vain, and the
commercialization of religion will bring swift destruction.

Modern Applications: Misusing the Vessels of God

In the New Testament, believers are described as temples of the Holy
Spirit:
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1 Corinthians 6:19-20 (NKJV)

“Do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit
who is in you...? Therefore glorify God in your body and in your
spirit, which are God's.”

Just as Belshazzar misused the holy vessels, we too can fall into the
same sin when:

* We engage in sexual immorality, drunkenness, or worldly fashion (cf. Romans 13:13-14)
» We exploit spiritual gifts for personal gain or recognition

» Pastors, prophets, or ministers manipulate others for money, sex, or fame

These are modern-day equivalents of using God’s vessels for unholy
purposes, and they invite swift judgment (cf. 1 Corinthians 3:16-17).

Call to Separation and Holiness

The Bible commands believers to come out of spiritual Babylon—false
religion, compromise, and worldliness.
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2 Corinthians 6:17-18 (NKJV)
“Come out from among them and be separate, says the Lord. Do not
touch what is unclean, and | will receive you.”

Revelation 18:4 (NKJV)
“Come out of her, my people, lest you share in her sins, and lest
you receive of her plagues.”

We are called to be holy, distinct, and faithful in a corrupt generation (cf.
1 Peter 1:15-16).

Final Warning and Hope

Just like Belshazzar, this generation has received warnings. The question
is: Will we repent? Or will we continue in pride, presumption, and sin
until the judgment of God arrives suddenly?

Hebrews 10:31 (NKJV)
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“It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.”

Yet, God is also full of mercy, desiring that none perish (cf. 2 Peter 3:9).
The message is clear:

[1 Flee from spiritual Babylon

[0 Live a holy life

[0 Honor God with your body and gifts

[] Be watchful and ready for Christ’s return

Conclusion

The fall of Babylon in Daniel 5 is both a historical reality and a prophetic
warning. It reminds us that no kingdom, institution, or person who exalts
themselves above God will stand.

As God judged Belshazzar for his pride and desecration of the holy, He
will also judge all unrighteousness. The time to repent is now.
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Isaiah 55:6-7 (NKJV)
“Seek the Lord while He may be found, call upon Him while He is
near.”

Would You Like to Learn More?

You can receive more teachings via WhatsApp.
[] Join our channel here: [WHATSAPP LINK]

[] Please share this message with others.

Share on:
WhatsApp

Print this post

NURU YA UPENDO www.wingulamashahidi.org | 9


https://wingulamashahidi.org/en/2018/07/10/daniel-chapter-5-the-fall-of-babylon/print/

