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(Based on Luke 10:25–37 NKJV)

The greatest commandment given by God, as Jesus taught, is to
love God with all our heart, soul, strength, and mind (Luke 10:27).
Alongside this, we are commanded to love our neighbors as
ourselves. This is the foundation of Christian ethics, summarizing
the entire Law and the Prophets (Matthew 22:37–40).

However, a lawyer challenged Jesus by asking, “Who is my
neighbor?” (Luke 10:29 NKJV), seeking to define the boundaries of
this command. Jesus responded with the Parable of the Good
Samaritan (Luke 10:30–37 NKJV), which profoundly expands our
understanding of neighborly love.

The Parable Summary (Luke 10:30–37 NKJV):

A man traveling from Jerusalem to Jericho was attacked by
robbers who stripped, beat, and left him half dead. A priest and
then a Levite—both respected Jewish religious officials—saw the
man but passed by without helping.

Then, a Samaritan came along. Jews typically despised
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Samaritans due to historical, ethnic, and religious divisions (John
4:9). Yet, this Samaritan showed mercy: he bandaged the man’s
wounds with oil and wine, lifted him onto his own animal, brought
him to an inn, and paid for his care.

Jesus asked which of these was a neighbor to the injured man,
and the lawyer answered rightly: the one who showed mercy.
Jesus concluded, “Go and do likewise” (Luke 10:37 NKJV).

Theological  Reflections

Who Is Our Neighbor?1.

The parable reveals that a neighbor is not defined by ethnicity,
religion, or social status, but by active compassion and mercy
(Micah 6:8). The Samaritan’s actions illustrate agape
love—selfless, sacrificial, and unconditional love—reflecting
God’s own nature (1 John 4:7–8).

Priest and Levite: Religious Duty vs. Compassion2.

The priest and Levite symbolize those who may fulfill religious
duties yet fail to live out the heart of the law—loving others
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(Isaiah 1:11–17). Their avoidance could stem from ritual purity
concerns or indifference, showing that religious observance
alone does not equate to righteousness (Matthew 23:23).

The Samaritan: Crossing Boundaries3.

The Samaritan breaks cultural and religious barriers,
demonstrating that God’s kingdom transcends human divisions
(Galatians 3:28). His willingness to sacrifice time and resources
to care for a stranger exemplifies Jesus’ call to love enemies
and those unlike us (Matthew 5:43–48).

Practical Application for Believers Today4.

As followers of Christ, we are called to minister to those hurting
and marginalized around us—not just in distant places or grand
settings, but among our immediate communities (James 1:27).
Loving our neighbor involves tangible acts of mercy,
evangelism, and spiritual nurturing (Romans 12:13; Colossians
3:12–14).

Spiritual Healing and Growth5.
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The parable encourages not only physical care but also spiritual
restoration. Applying “oil and wine” can symbolize the Holy
Spirit’s healing power (Psalm 23:5; Luke 4:18), and taking the
wounded man to an inn parallels bringing someone into the
body of Christ for discipleship and growth (Ephesians 4:11–16).

Conclusion

The command to “love your neighbor as yourself” is radical and
comprehensive. It challenges us to extend God’s mercy beyond
boundaries, to be present with those in need, and to embody
Christ’s love in practical ways. This parable calls every believer to
examine who they consider a neighbor and to reflect God’s heart
by acting with compassion and justice.

May God grant us grace to be true neighbors, reflecting His love
in every relationship.
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