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The ongoing cosmic conflict is fundamentally a battle between
God and Satan. God seeks to redeem human souls, while Satan
endeavors to deceive and destroy them. This spiritual warfare has
persisted since humanity’s fall from grace.

After the fall, God employed various means to draw humanity
back to Himself. Ultimately, He sent His beloved Son, Jesus Christ,
to reconcile humanity to God and offer salvation through Him.
Jesus Christ is the embodiment of God’s love and the path to
eternal life.

Conversely, Satan, in his malevolent spirit, has sought to lead
humanity astray. From the deception in Eden, where he used the
serpent to mislead Eve, to his ongoing efforts to counterfeit God’s
truth, Satan has relentlessly pursued his agenda. Recognizing the
arrival of the Savior, Satan initiated plans to establish a figure
who would oppose Christ and lead people away from the true
faith. This adversarial figure is known as the Antichrist.

It’s crucial to understand that the initial spiritual battle was
between the Holy Spirit and the spirit of Satan. However, the final
confrontation will be between two individuals: Jesus Christ and
the Antichrist. Many Christians falter in their faith because they
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fail to comprehend the true identity of Jesus Christ and the
Antichrist. Without understanding who Jesus is, one cannot
recognize the Antichrist.

Both Jesus Christ and the Antichrist are revealed in God’s Word as
“mysteries,” meaning their roles and identities require spiritual
revelation to be understood.

The Mystery of Jesus Christ

1 Timothy 3:16 states:

“Great indeed, we confess, is the mystery of godliness: He
was manifested in the flesh, vindicated by the Spirit,  seen by
angels,  proclaimed among the nations, believed on in the
world,  taken up in glory.”

This passage emphasizes that the divine nature of God was
revealed in Jesus Christ’s incarnation. He is fully God and fully
man, a mystery that many failed to recognize during His earthly
ministry. Jesus Himself acknowledged this in John 5:43:
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“I  have come in my Father’s name, and you do not receive
me; if  another comes in his own name, him you will  receive.”

This indicates that while Jesus came in the name of the Father,
many rejected Him, yet they would accept another who comes in
his own name—referring to the Antichrist.

Further, Colossians 2:9 affirms:

“For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily.”

This underscores the complete divinity of Jesus Christ, affirming
His identity as God incarnate. While some may argue that this
refers to Jesus being filled with divine qualities, the context and
the entirety of Scripture support the understanding that Jesus is
fully divine.

The Mystery of the Antichrist
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2 Thessalonians 2:3-4 warns:

“Let no one deceive you in any way. For that day will  not
come unless the rebellion comes first,  and the man of
lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction, who opposes
and exalts himself  against every so-called god or object of
worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God,
proclaiming himself  to be God.”

This passage describes the Antichrist as a figure who will exalt
himself above all that is worshipped and even claim to be God.

Revelation 13:1-2 further depicts the Antichrist as a beast rising
from the sea, empowered by the dragon (Satan), with authority
over the earth. This imagery portrays the Antichrist as a powerful
and deceptive entity.

1 John 2:18-22 identifies the Antichrist as one who denies the
Father and the Son, and 1 John 4:3 adds that every spirit that
does not confess Jesus is not from God; this is the spirit of the
Antichrist. These passages highlight that the Antichrist’s primary
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characteristic is the denial of the true nature of Jesus Christ. 

The Antichrist’s Deceptive Nature

Satan, recognizing that many people are not easily deceived by
overt evil, disguises himself as an angel of light (2 Corinthians
11:14). Similarly, his agents, including the Antichrist, present
themselves as bearers of truth and light, leading many astray.

The Antichrist will perform signs and wonders to deceive, even
leading astray the elect if possible (Matthew 24:24). This
underscores the importance of discernment and adherence to the
truth of God’s Word.

The Call to Discernment

In Revelation 18:4, believers are urged:

“Then I  heard another voice from heaven saying, ‘Come out
of her,  my people, lest you take part in her sins,  lest you
share in her plagues.'”
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This is a call to separate from false teachings and systems that
align with the spirit of the Antichrist. Believers are admonished to
remain faithful to the teachings of Jesus Christ and to be vigilant
against deception.

Conclusion

Understanding the identities of Jesus Christ and the Antichrist is
crucial for every believer. Jesus is the incarnate Son of God, the
Savior of the world, and the Antichrist is the deceiver who
opposes Christ and leads many astray. By grounding ourselves in
the truth of Scripture and remaining vigilant, we can stand firm
against the deceptions of the Antichrist and faithfully follow our
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
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