What is the proper role of a woman in the church? Can she serve
as a pastor or bishop?

The Apostle Paul clearly instructs the church regarding women’s
role in public worship and leadership:

“The women should keep silent in the churches. For they are
not permitted to speak, but should be in submission, as the
Law also says. If there is anything they desire to learn, let
them ask their husbands at home. For it is shameful for a
woman to speak in church.”

(1 Corinthians 14:34-35)

This passage reflects the created order God established, where
women are not to assume authoritative teaching or governance
roles over men in the gathered church. This order is not cultural
but rooted in divine creation and God’s design for the church’s
harmony (1 Corinthians 11:3).

Paul expands on this divine order in Ephesians:



“Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. For the
husband is the head of the wife even as Christ is the head of
the church, His body, and is Himself its Savior. Now as the
church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit in
everything to their husbands.”

(Ephesians 5:22-24)

This analogy demonstrates the spiritual representation of the wife
to the church, illustrating mutual submission with distinct roles.
The husband leads lovingly as Christ leads the church, and the
wife follows as the church follows Christ.

Context on Authority and Creation

Paul’s instruction in 1 Timothy clarifies the reason for this order:

“Let a woman learn quietly with all submissiveness. | do not
permit a woman to teach or to exercise authority over a man;
rather, she is to remain quiet. For Adam was formed first,
then Eve; and Adam was not deceived, but the woman was
deceived and became a transgressor.”



(1 Timothy 2:11-14)

This passage grounds the church’s leadership structure in the
creation narrative (Genesis 2-3), showing that God’s ordering of
authority precedes the Fall and is tied to the roles He assigned at
creation. Eve’s deception led to the Fall, but this does not
diminish her worth or dignity—rather, it explains the reason for
leadership roles as an expression of God’s sovereign order.

Spiritual Gifts vs. Church Offices

It is important to distinguish between spiritual gifts and church
offices. Spiritual gifts (charismata) are diverse and given to both
men and women for the edification of the church:

“Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and
there are varieties of service, but the same Lord; and there
are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who
empowers them all in everyone. To each is given the
manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.”



(1 Corinthians 12:4-7)

These qifts include prophecy, healing, speaking in tongues, and
teaching gifts that edify the body but do not necessarily carry
authoritative leadership over the church.

However, the fivefold ministry offices listed in Ephesians 4:11 —

“And He gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the
shepherds and teachers...”
(Ephesians 4:11)

— are leadership roles responsible for building up the church’s
structure and doctrine. Historically and biblically, these offices
have been filled by men, reflecting God’s established order.

Consequences of Disobedience

Jesus Himself warned against false assurance based on
miraculous works apart from obedience to God’s will:
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“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,” will enter the
kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will of my
Father who is in heaven. On that day many will say to me,
‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out
demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your
name?’ And then | will declare to them, ‘Il never knew you;
depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.””

(Matthew 7:21-23)

Thus, spiritual gifts or miracles alone do not validate a ministry
outside God’s ordained order.

Summary

« Women are called to learn, grow, and exercise spiritual gifts within God’s design.

* Leadership offices (apostle, prophet, evangelist, pastor, teacher) are biblically
reserved for men.

e Submission to God’s order reflects faithfulness and harmony in the church and
family.

e Spiritual gifts such as prophecy, healing, and tongues are available to both
genders for edification.

* True ministry success is measured by obedience to God’s Word, not by miracles
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or popularity.

May God bless your understanding and service according to His
Word.
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