
Understanding Daniel’s Seventy (70) Weeks

NURU YA UPENDO www.wingulamashahidi.org | 1

The prophecy of Daniel’s seventy weeks (Daniel 9:24-27) is a
foundational eschatological timeline focused on God’s plan for
Israel and the coming Messiah. Each “week” represents seven
years (a prophetic “week” = 7 years), making seventy weeks
equal to 490 years (70 × 7 = 490).

Significance  of  the  70  Weeks

1. Divine Purpose for Israel:
God’s decree in Daniel 9:24 shows that these 490 years were
appointed “to finish transgression, to put an end to sin, to atone
for wickedness, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up
vision and prophecy and to anoint the Most Holy Place.” This
emphasizes God’s sovereign plan to redeem His covenant people,
the Jews, and fulfill messianic prophecy.

2. The Role of the Messiah:
Daniel 9:25-26 outlines the coming of the “Anointed One”
(Messiah), who will appear after the first 7 weeks plus 62 weeks
(69 weeks total). The Messiah’s death (“cut off”) is prophesied,
which Christian theology identifies as the crucifixion of Jesus
Christ (cf. Isaiah 53:5; Acts 3:18).
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Breakdown  of  the  Timeline

First 7 Weeks (49 years):
The rebuilding of Jerusalem and its streets, including the Second
Temple, occurred under Persian decree (Ezra 6:15). This period
was marked by hardship but fulfilled God’s promise to restore
Jerusalem Daniel 9:25

“Seven ‘sevens’ and sixty-two ‘sevens’;  it  will  be rebuilt  with
streets and a trench, but in times of trouble.”.

Next 62 Weeks (434 years):
This period leads up to the appearance of the Messiah. The
culmination is the crucifixion of Jesus Christ, which theology
teaches is the atoning sacrifice for humanity’s sin (Hebrews 9:26;
Romans 5:8).

Final Week (7 years):
The last week represents a future period commonly associated
with the end times and the great tribulation (Revelation 11:3-6;
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Matthew 24:15-21). The Antichrist (the “prince who is to come” in
Daniel 9:27) will confirm a covenant with Israel for seven years,
but break it halfway through, stopping temple sacrifices (cf. 2
Thessalonians 2:3-4).

Clarifications  and  Misunderstandings

The prophecy explicitly says the Messiah will be killed after the 62 weeks, not
halfway through the final week (Daniel 9:26: “After the sixty-two ‘sevens,’ the
Anointed One will be put to death…”).

The ruler who destroys Jerusalem (AD 70) is the Antichrist figure who comes after
the Messiah’s death, not the Messiah himself (Luke 21:20-24).

The “abomination that causes desolation” (Daniel 9:27) points to the desecration
of the temple during the tribulation (Matthew 24:15).

Application  for  Believers

Biblical Authority: Always test teachings against Scripture (2
Timothy 3:16-17). The prophet William Branham emphasized that
the Bible is the ultimate authority and nothing should contradict
it.

God’s Faithfulness: The timeline demonstrates God’s faithfulness
to His promises and prophetic Word.
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Hope in Christ: The prophecy centers on Jesus as the Messiah who
brings redemption and justice.

Eschatological Vigilance: Believers are called to remain watchful
and steadfast as the final week approaches (Matthew 24:42; 2
Peter 1:10:

“Therefore, my brothers and sisters,  make every effort to
confirm your calling and election…”).

May this clearer understanding encourage you to deepen your
study of God’s prophetic Word and strengthen your faith in Jesus
Christ.
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