Have You Been Taught?

Learning Contentment Through God’s Training

Philippians 4:10-13 (ESV)

“l rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at length you have revived
your concern for me. You were indeed concerned for me, but you
had no opportunity.

Not that | am speaking of being in need, for | have learned in
whatever situation | am to be content.

| know how to be brought low, and | know how to abound. In any
and every circumstance, | have learned the secret of facing plenty
and hunger, abundance and need.

| can do all things through him who strengthens me.”

In this passage, the Apostle Paul makes a powerful statement:

“I have learned...”
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This implies that contentment isn’t natural. It isn't automatic. It must be
taught—Ilearned through experience, often by walking with God through
both plenty and lack, joy and sorrow, comfort and hardship.

0 What Does It Mean to Be Taught?

To be taught is to receive knowledge or understanding that one
previously did not possess. Paul openly admits that contentment was
something he had to learn. This did not come from mere intellectual
study but from being trained by God through real-life challenges and
seasons.

What was one of the key lessons Paul was taught?

How to be full and how to be hungry.
How to abound and how to suffer need.

God allowed Paul to go through both abundance and lack so he could
learn that his satisfaction did not come from external circumstances, but
from Christ alone. This is the spiritual discipline of contentment, deeply
rooted in faith.
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[] God’s Two-Sided Training

One of God’s ways of forming mature believers is by allowing them to
experience both extremes:

e Seasons of abundance and seasons of need
* Moments of exaltation and periods of humbling

e Times of joy and times of testing

As Ecclesiastes 3:1 (NKJV) reminds us:

“To everything there is a season, a time for every purpose under
heaven.”

Why does God do this?

So that we will learn to trust Him fully, not based on how much we have,
but based on who He is. The aim is for us to become spiritually stable,
emotionally grounded, and unwavering—regardless of what we face.
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[1 A Lesson from the Military

In many world militaries, a new recruit goes through intense basic
training—sometimes involving psychological and emotional stress. This is
not done to abuse them, but to harden them for battle.

They are stripped of comforts and treated harshly. Why? To break panic
reflexes and train them to respond with discipline and strategy, not
emotion. As a result, a soldier can experience trauma—like the death of
a comrade—and continue fighting with focus.

But the average civilian, when faced with loss or hardship, is likely to
collapse emotionally.

Why?

Because one has been trained, and the other has not.

0 Spiritual Bootcamp

Likewise, before God entrusts us with spiritual responsibility, He brings
us through a kind of spiritual bootcamp.
We are trained—not in physical combat—but in spiritual endurance.
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We must learn, as Paul did, to:

Live with abundance without pride

Live in lack without despair

Serve God whether in plenty or in need

Be steady when the world is shaking

This is spiritual maturity.

[ Israel in the Wilderness: A Case Study in Contentment

Before entering the Promised Land, Israel was led through the
wilderness. They faced hunger, thirst, and testing—not because God
abandoned them, but because He was training them.

Deuteronomy 8:2-3 (NIV)

“Remember how the Lord your God led you all the way in the
wilderness these forty years, to humble and test you in order to
know what was in your heart, whether or not you would keep his
commands.

He humbled you, causing you to hunger and then feeding you with
manna, which neither you nor your ancestors had known, to teach
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you that man does not live on bread alone but on every word that
comes from the mouth of the Lord.”

God intentionally allowed them to hunger, but not to kill them. Rather, to
teach them a deeper truth:
Our survival isn’t ultimately sustained by food, but by the Word of God.

[]Jesus and the Wilderness

This lesson was echoed in the life of Christ.

In Matthew 4:1-4 (NKJV), after fasting 40 days, Jesus was tempted by
Satan to turn stones into bread. But Jesus responded:

“It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word
that proceeds from the mouth of God."”

Why could Jesus respond like this? Because He had been trained. He had
learned that true sustenance comes not from physical provision, but
from intimacy with the Father.
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[] Paul: A Life of Gospel-Driven Contentment

Paul didn't preach the gospel for money.

He didn’t stop preaching when he had none.

His mission was not fueled by his bank account, but by the mind of Christ
within him.

Even though he had every right to receive support from the churches he
planted (see 1 Corinthians 9:11-15), he often chose to forgo that
support—not out of pride, but to prove a point:;

“Not that | speak in regard to need, for | have learned in whatever
state | am, to be content...”
(Philippians 4:11-13, NKJV)

Paul’s identity and calling were not shaken by whether he had plenty or
nothing.
His source was Christ.
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“l can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” (Phil. 4:13)

[] What About Us?

Have we been taught to be content?

* Do we follow Christ because we love Him—or because we hope He'll make us rich?
» Are we faithful only when things go well?

e Can we serve God joyfully even when prayers seem unanswered?

True spiritual maturity says:

“Whether | have much or little, whether I’'m known or unknown,
whether | have opportunities or closed doors—I will serve the Lord.”

The goal is to reach a point where we can confidently say:

“I have been taught to be content.”
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[] A Call to Spiritual Maturity

If we haven’t yet reached that place, let’s not be discouraged.
Let’s ask the Lord to teach us, just as He taught Paul.

When we face seasons of hardship, let us remember:
They are not meant to destroy us—but to form us.

And when Christ returns, He will reward all who endured faithfully with
Him—those who passed through the fire and did not quit.

0 Takeaway Prayer

“Lord, teach me to be content. Whether | have little or much, may |
find my satisfaction in You alone. Train my heart to remain faithful
in every season. In Jesus’ name, Amen.”

0 Spread the Message
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Please share the good news of the cross with others—by word, by life, or

by any means God gives you.

Be blessed.
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