Introduction: A Strange Command from God

In Isaiah 20:1-6, God commands the prophet Isaiah to remove his

sackcloth and sandals and walk naked and barefoot for three years. At
first glance, this instruction appears shocking and even controversial.
But upon closer examination, we discover a deep theological purpose:

God was using Isaiah as a living sign of impending judgment.

“At the same time the Lord spoke by Isaiah the son of Amoz,
saying, ‘Go, and remove the sackcloth from your body, and take
your sandals off your feet.” And he did so, walking naked and
barefoot.”

(Isaiah 20:2, NK]JV)

Historical Context: Egypt and Cush’s Pride

Egypt and Cush (modern-day Ethiopia) were powerful allies of Judah.
Many in Judah placed their political and military hope in Egypt rather
than trusting in the Lord (see Isaiah 30:1-3). But both nations were

steeped in idolatry and pride.



God’s judgment against them would be both severe and shameful: their
people would be taken captive, stripped naked, and led away in

chains—an act symbolizing humiliation and defeat.

“So shall the king of Assyria lead away the Egyptians as prisoners
and the Ethiopians as captives, young and old, naked and barefoot,
with their buttocks uncovered, to the shame of Egypt.”

(Isaiah 20:4, NKJV)

Theological Insight: Nakedness as a Symbol of Judgment

In Scripture, nakedness often symbolizes shame and
vulnerability—particularly spiritual exposure (Genesis 3:7, Revelation
3:17). After Adam and Eve sinned, they realized they were naked and
hid. That was not just physical shame—it was the awareness of guilt and

separation from God.

Likewise, Isaiah’s nakedness became a prophetic symbol: if people
trusted in human strength (like Egypt), instead of God, they would be
exposed and judged.



WHY DID GOD INSTRUCT PROPHET ISAIAH TO PREACH NAKED?

“Woe to those who go down to Egypt for help... but who do not look
to the Holy One of Israel, nor seek the Lord!”
(Isaiah 31:1, NKJV)

Prophetic Symbolism in Action

God often used prophetic acts to illustrate His message in a dramatic,

unforgettable way:

» Ezekiel was told to lie on his side for 390 days and cook food over dung to symbolize the
siege and defilement of Jerusalem (Ezekiel 4:1-17).

» Jeremiah wore a linen sash and buried it near the Euphrates to illustrate Judah’s pride
and coming ruin (Jeremiah 13:1-11).

» Hosea was commanded to marry a prostitute to symbolize Israel’s unfaithfulness (Hosea
1:2).

Isaiah’s nakedness fit this prophetic tradition—God using His

messengers as signs to confront sin and awaken repentance.

Foreshadowing Christ: The Naked Savior

The greatest prophetic sign came in the person of Jesus Christ, who was

NURU YA UPENDO www.wingulamashahidi.org | 3



also exposed and humiliated on the cross. Contrary to most artistic
depictions, crucifixion victims were often stripped completely to

maximize shame.

“They stripped Him and put a scarlet robe on Him.”
(Matthew 27:28, NKJV)

Though sinless, Jesus bore our shame and judgment, naked before the

world, to restore what Adam lost.

“Looking unto Jesus... who for the joy that was set before Him
endured the cross, despising the shame...”
(Hebrews 12:2, NKJV)

Jesus’ crucifixion wasn’t just a method of execution—it was a prophetic
act that declared: without repentance, all humanity remains spiritually

exposed.



“Then Jesus, turning to them, said, ‘Daughters of Jerusalem, do not
weep for Me, but weep for yourselves and for your children.””
(Luke 23:28, NK]JV)

Fulfillment in History: 70 A.D. and the Roman Siege

Jesus wept over Jerusalem, warning that its rejection of God’s offer of
salvation would lead to ruin (Luke 19:41-44). In 70 A.D., this came to
pass. The Roman army under General Titus destroyed Jerusalem and the
Temple.

Historian Flavius Josephus records that thousands of Jews were
crucified—naked—outside the city walls. Up to 500 per day were
executed during the siege. Trees ran out due to the number of

crucifixions.

This horrifying event fulfilled Jesus’ prophetic warnings (see Matthew

24, Luke 21), and mirrored the symbolic judgments of Isaiah 20.

Revelation’s Warning to the Church: Spiritual Nakedness



In the book of Revelation, Jesus addresses the church in Laodicea,
which thought itself wealthy and self-sufficient. But spiritually, it was
“wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked.”

“I counsel you to buy from Me... white garments, that you may be
clothed, that the shame of your nakedness may not be revealed.”
(Revelation 3:18, NKJV)

The warning is clear: many believers today may appear outwardly
strong, but inwardly lack the spiritual covering of Christ’s

righteousness.

The Call to Repentance and Righteousness

Just as Isaiah was a warning to Egypt and Cush, and Jesus a warning to
Israel, so today the Word of God warns us: stay clothed in

righteousness.

“Blessed is he who watches, and keeps his garments, lest he walk
naked and they see his shame.”



(Revelation 16:15, NKJV)

The only garment that can cover our spiritual shame is the

righteousness that comes through faith in Christ—washed in His blood.

“Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, and whose
sins are covered.”
(Romans 4:7, NKJV)

Conclusion: Be Clothed in Christ

Isaiah’s message still speaks. Don’t trust in worldly powers. Don’t

ignore God’s warnings. Don’t live spiritually naked. Instead:

» Accept Christ’s sacrifice.
» Repent and walk in His righteousness.

 Let the blood of Jesus be your covering and security on the Day of Judgment.

“Put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh,
to fulfill its lusts.”



WHY DID GOD INSTRUCT PROPHET ISAIAH TO PREACH NAKED?

(Romans 13:14, NK]JV)

May the blood of our Lord Jesus Christ be glorified forever.
Amen. Be blessed.
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