THE TIME OF JACOB'S TROUBLE

Jeremiah 30:7 (KJV)

Alas! for that day is great, so that none is like it: it is even the time
of Jacob’s trouble; but he shall be saved out of it.

The Bible warns of a coming period so severe that no event in human
history compares to it. This is the time the prophets called Jacob’s
Trouble, a unique tribulation designed to refine and restore Israel, and to
execute God’s final judgments upon the world

The Great Tribulation Foretold

The prophet Daniel was shown this dreadful time:

Daniel 12:1 (KJV)

And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince which
standeth for the children of thy people: and there shall be a time of
trouble, such as never was since there was a nation even to that
same time: and at that time thy people shall be delivered, every
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one that shall be found written in the book.

This aligns perfectly with the words of Jesus Christ:

Matthew 24:21-22 (KJV)

For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the
beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be.

And except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh
be saved: but for the elect’s sake those days shall be shortened.

The elect in this context refers primarily to the faithful remnant of Israel
(see Isaiah 45:4) and secondarily to those Gentiles who come to faith
during the tribulation period.

The Restoration of Israel and the Setting of the Stage

Jeremiah foretold that before this time of trouble, Israel would be
regathered:
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Jeremiah 30:1-3 (KJV)

The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD, saying, Thus
speaketh the LORD God of Israel, saying, Write thee all the words
that | have spoken unto thee in a book.

For, lo, the days come, saith the LORD, that | will bring again the
captivity of my people Israel and Judah, saith the LORD: and | will
cause them to return to the land that | gave to their fathers, and
they shall possess it.

This was fulfilled in part in 1948 when, after nearly 2,500 years, Israel
became a sovereign nation once more (Isaiah 66:8). Yet this physical
restoration is only the beginning; spiritual restoration will come through
tribulation (Ezekiel 36:24-27).

The Holocaust: A Foreshadow of Jacob’s Trouble

World War Il and the Holocaust give us a chilling glimpse of what lies
ahead. More than six million Jews were murdered, many in gas chambers
under Adolf Hitler’s evil regime. Yet, as horrific as this was, it was merely
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“the beginning of sorrows” (Matthew 24:8, KJV).

During the tribulation, Scripture indicates that the Antichrist will unleash
unparalleled persecution:

Zechariah 13:8-9 (KJV)

And it shall come to pass, that in all the land, saith the LORD, two
parts therein shall be cut off and die; but the third shall be left
therein.

And | will bring the third part through the fire, and will refine them
as silver is refined, and will try them as gold is tried: they shall call
on my name, and | will hear them: | will say, It is my people: and
they shall say, The LORD is my God.

The Role of the Antichrist and God’s Sovereignty

The tribulation will be marked by the rise of the man of sin, the Antichrist
(2 Thessalonians 2:3-4, KJV), who will establish a covenant with Israel,
only to break it and demand worship (Daniel 9:27, Revelation 13:4-7). His
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reign will bring death, destruction, and desecration of the rebuilt temple
(Matthew 24:15).

But even in wrath, God remembers mercy (Habakkuk 3:2). The
tribulation is both judgment and a means of bringing Israel to true
repentance.

The Rapture of the Church

Before this dreadful time begins, the true Church—the Bride of
Christ—will be caught up to meet the Lord:

1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 (KJV)

For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with
the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead
in Christ shall rise first:

Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together
with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we
ever be with the Lord.
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Christ’s Bride is not destined for wrath (1 Thessalonians 5:9). The rapture
will occur before God pours out His judgments (Revelation 3:10).

The Fate of the Foolish Virgins

Those unprepared—Ilike the foolish virgins in Jesus’ parable—will face this

time of terror:

Matthew 25:10-12 (KJV)

And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came; and they that
were ready went in with him to the marriage: and the door was
shut.

Afterward came also the other virgins, saying, Lord, Lord, open to
us.

But he answered and said, Verily | say unto you, | know you not.

Today is the day of salvation (2 Corinthians 6:2). Those who reject God’s
grace now will find it absent in that hour, as His focus returns to Israel
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(Romans 11:25-27).

A Call to Decision

These are the last days (2 Timothy 3:1-5). The signs of the times—the
moral decay, natural disasters, wars, and global unrest—all point to the
nearness of the end. Jesus said:

Luke 21:28 (KJV)

And when these things begin to come to pass, then look up, and lift
up your heads; for your redemption draweth nigh.

Do not gamble with your soul. This is no time for half-hearted faith.
Repent sincerely. Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ (Acts 16:31). Be
baptized (Acts 2:38). Receive the Holy Spirit, who seals you until the day
of redemption (Ephesians 1:13-14).

Final Exhortation
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May the Lord bless you as you heed this message. Share it with others so
they too may escape the coming wrath and be part of Christ’s glorious
kingdom.
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