THE LIMITS OF SACRIFICE

1. The Centrality of Sacrifice in Christian Faith

Sacrifice is one of the foundational pillars of Christianity. It holds such
significance because our salvation was made possible through the
greatest sacrifice Jesus Christ offering Himself for our sins. Without His
atoning death, we would all remain under condemnation, headed for
eternal separation from God.

Hebrews 9:26
“But he has appeared once for all at the culmination of the ages to
do away with sin by the sacrifice of himself.”

This means that sacrifice, when rightly understood and practiced, reveals
God’s love and our response to it. Jesus didn’t just offer a material gift;
He gave His life. And as believers, we are called to follow His example by
living sacrificially not just with our money, but with our whole lives.

1 John 3:16
“This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for
us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers and sisters.”
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2. Sacrifice vs. Contribution: What's the Difference?

It’s important to understand that a contribution is something you give to
support a cause, but a sacrifice often costs you something personally. A
sacrifice involves self-denial. It may stretch your finances, comfort, time,
or personal preferences for the sake of others and for the glory of God.

True biblical sacrifice always reflects the heart of God and involves faith,
obedience, and love.

3. The Weakness or Limit of Sacrifice: What Sacrifice Cannot Do

While sacrifice is powerful, it has limitations. It does not override
obedience to God’s Word. There are situations where a person may offer
sacrifices but remain disobedient or rebellious, and in such cases, their
sacrifice loses its value before God.

This was the case with King Saul in the Old Testament:

1 Samuel 15:22-23
“But Samuel replied:
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‘Does the Lord delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices as much as
in obeying the Lord?

To obey is better than sacrifice, and to heed is better than the fat of
rams.

For rebellion is like the sin of divination, and arrogance like the evil
of idolatry.

Because you have rejected the word of the Lord, he has rejected

rn

you as king.

King Saul disobeyed God’s clear command to destroy everything in
Amalek. Instead, he spared the best animals, intending to offer them to
God as sacrifices. He thought that sacrifice would compensate for
disobedience. But God rejected his sacrifice and him.

God never accepts sacrifice as a substitute for obedience. No act of
giving can cover willful rebellion. Grace empowers obedience, not
excuses disobedience.

4. Can Sacrifice Cancel Sin Without Repentance? No.

Some may think that by giving offerings or helping in church they can
continue in sin without consequence. But Scripture teaches the opposite:

NURU YA UPENDO www.wingulamashahidi.org | 3



THE LIMITS OF SACRIFICE

Revelation 21:8

“But the cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the
sexually immoral, those who practice magic arts, the idolaters and
all liars they will be consigned to the fiery lake of burning sulfur.
This is the second death.”

Galatians 5:19-21

“The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and
debauchery; idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits
of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions and envy;
drunkenness, orgies, and the like.

I warn you, as | did before, that those who live like this will not
inherit the kingdom of God.”

These verses make it clear that no amount of sacrifice can save a soul
that refuses to repent and walk in obedience.

5. Jesus’ Teaching: Reconciliation Before Sacrifice
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Jesus Himself taught about the priority of reconciliation over ritual
sacrifice:

Matthew 5:23-24

“Therefore, if you are offering your qgift at the altar and there
remember that your brother or sister has something against you,
leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled
to them; then come and offer your gift.”

This shows that right relationships with others are essential for our
relationship with God. Offering a sacrifice while harboring conflict,
bitterness, or wrongdoing against others makes our offering
unacceptable.

Romans 12:18
“If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with
everyone.”

Worship without reconciliation is hypocrisy. Sacrifices must come from a
heart that is right with God and with others.
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6.Sacrifice Cannot Override God’'s Word

Even generous and noble acts like giving money, serving in church, or
donating to charity cannot change God’s moral standards. God has
declared what is sin, and unless we repent and forsake it, our sacrifices
will be in vain,

Malachi 1:13-14

“When you bring injured, lame or diseased animals and offer them
as sacrifices, should | accept them from your hands?” says the Lord.
“Cursed is the cheat who has an acceptable male in his flock and
vows to give it, but then sacrifices a blemished animal to the Lord.”

God does not accept secondhand, half-hearted, or hypocritical offerings.
He desires our hearts above all.

7. What Then Should We Do?

If you've never surrendered your life to Christ, the first and greatest
offering you can give is your heart. Not money, not service but your life.
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Romans 12:1

“Therefore, | urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy,
to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God
this is your true and proper worship.”

If you have given your life to Christ but grown cold or compromised,
return to Him wholeheartedly. Jesus warns:

Revelation 3:16
“So, because you are lukewarm neither hot nor cold | am about to
spit you out of my mouth.”

This is the time to be on fire for God. He's calling His people to sincere
repentance, true worship, and holy living.

8. Sacrifice Must Be Coupled with Obedience

Sacrifice, in and of itself, is not wrong. In fact, it's commendable and
often commanded. But it must be accompanied by obedience to God’s
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Word. Obedience is greater than sacrifice.

Micah 6:6-8

“With what shall | come before the Lord and bow down before the
exalted God? Shall | come with burnt offerings...?

He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what does the Lord
require of you?

To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.”

Be blessed!
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