Answer:

This powerful verse—“For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of
prophecy” (Revelation 19:10, NKJV)—reveals a foundational truth
about genuine prophetic ministry: all true prophecy ultimately
points to, glorifies, and centers upon Jesus Christ.

The Greek word translated “testimony” is martyria, meaning
witness or declaration. “Spirit of prophecy” suggests the very
essence, breath, or driving force of prophecy. Therefore, the
essence of all true prophetic revelation is to bear witness about
Jesus—His identity, His work, and His eternal kingdom.

1. True Prophets Testify of Jesus, Not Themselves

No matter how dramatic the visions or how astonishing the
miracles, if a prophet does not exalt the person and redemptive
work of Jesus Christ, that prophecy is not from the Holy Spirit. It is
counterfeit. A genuine prophetic voice always directs hearts to
the cross, to repentance, and to the Lordship of Christ—not to
materialism or man-centered messages.



As Jesus Himself said in John 15:26 (NKJV):

“But when the Helper comes, whom | shall send to you from
the Father, the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father,
He will testify of Me.”

Likewise, the Holy Spirit does not promote men, movements, or
miracles as ends in themselves, but magnifies Christ crucified,
risen, and coming again.

2. God’'s Testimony About His Son Is the Highest Authority

1 John 5:9-11 (NKJV) gives us more clarity:

“If we receive the witness of men, the witness of God is
greater; for this is the witness of God which He has testified
of His Son.

He who believes in the Son of God has the witness in himself;
he who does not believe God has made Him a liar, because he
has not believed the testimony that God has given of His Son.
And this is the testimony: that God has given us eternal life,
and this life is in His Son.”



Thus, the measure of a true prophet is not signs, wonders, or
popular appeal—but whether the message aligns with God’s own
testimony about His Son: that salvation and eternal life are found
in Christ alone.

3. Biblical Example: John the Baptist—A Prophet with No Miracles

Jesus Himself called John the Baptist the greatest prophet ever
born (Luke 7:28), yet John never performed a single miracle (John
10:41). Why was he considered so great?

Because his mission was to prepare the way for Jesus Christ. His
entire ministry was a prophetic testimony pointing to “the Lamb
of God who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29, NKJV).
That is the spirit of prophecy.

4. Modern Deception: Signs Without Substance

Today, many people are drawn to so-called prophets who claim
divine revelations, yet their messages revolve around earthly
success, material gain, and self-exaltation. Paul warned about
such people:



Philippians 3:18-19 (NKJV)

“For many walk, of whom | have told you often, and now tell
you even weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross of
Christ:

whose end is destruction, whose god is their belly, and whose
glory is in their shame—who set their mind on earthly things.”

Any prophetic voice that avoids the cross, diminishes the need for
repentance, or preaches prosperity without holiness, is not
operating in the spirit of prophecy—but in a deceptive spirit
masquerading as divine.

5. The Goal of Prophecy: To Lead to Christ

True prophecy reveals Jesus. It reveals His character (holy and
merciful), His mission (to save sinners), and His kingdom
(righteous and everlasting). The prophetic ministry must echo
Paul’s own resolve:

1 Corinthians 2:2 (NKJV)



“For | determined not to know anything among you except
Jesus Christ and Him crucified.”

And again in:

Colossians 1:28 (NKJV)

“Him we preach, warning every man and teaching every man
in all wisdom, that we may present every man perfect in
Christ Jesus.”

Conclusion: The Mark of True Prophecy

If someone claims to be a prophet but does not testify of Jesus
Christ—His cross, His resurrection, His return, and His call to
repentance—they are not speaking by the Spirit of God. Even if
they prophesy accurately about events or perform signs, without
the gospel of Jesus at the center, their ministry is spiritually
bankrupt.



As Jesus warned in Matthew 7:22-23 (NKJV):

“Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not
prophesied in Your name... and done many wonders in Your
name?’

And then | will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart
from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’”

So, let us discern prophets not by power, but by testimony—and if
they bear witness to Jesus Christ according to the gospel, then
they speak by the Spirit of God. That is what it means when the
Bible says, “the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.”

Be richly blessed, and may the Holy Spirit guide you in all truth.



