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Answer:

The Bible does not explicitly state who baptized John the Baptist.
Nowhere in the Old or New Testaments do we find a verse that
directly names the person who performed John’s baptism.
However, through theological reflection and biblical patterns, we
can make a reasonable and informed inference.

John the Baptist was a prophet and forerunner of Jesus Christ
(Isaiah 40:3; Matthew 3:3). He preached a baptism of repentance
for the forgiveness of sins (Mark 1:4). As such, it would be highly
unusual for John to call others to a spiritual practice he himself
had not undergone. Scripture consistently shows that God calls
His messengers to lead by example.

Matthew 23:3 (NIV):
“…But do not do what they do, for they do not practice what
they preach.”
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If John called others to repent and be baptized, it is reasonable to
believe he would have first obeyed this call himself.

Who  Then  Baptized  John?

Though we cannot name a specific individual, the likeliest
explanation is that one of John’s early followers, perhaps one of
the people who accepted his message before he formally began
his public ministry, baptized him. Theologically, baptism in the
New Testament emphasizes the faith and repentance of the one
being baptized more than the status of the one performing the
baptism.

Romans 6:3-4 (NIV):
“Or don’t you know that all  of  us who were baptized into
Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were therefore
buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just
as Christ was raised from the dead… we too may live a new
life.”

Thus, in God’s eyes, the spiritual condition and sincerity of the
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one being baptized carries greater weight than the authority of
the baptizer. This view is supported by the fact that even some
baptisms performed by unworthy individuals can be valid if the
heart of the one being baptized is right (Philippians 1:15-18).

The  Example  of  Jesus

Jesus Himself did not need baptism for repentance (He was
sinless Hebrews 4:15), yet He chose to be baptized by John to
“fulfill all righteousness.”

Matthew 3:14–15 (NIV):
“But John tried to deter him, saying, ‘I need to be baptized by
you, and do you come to me?’
Jesus replied, ‘Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to
fulfill  all  righteousness.’  Then John consented.”

Christ’s example highlights the importance of obedience and
public affirmation of God’s will. He humbled Himself even though
He was the sinless Son of God. If Jesus submitted to baptism to
demonstrate righteousness, it is fitting to believe that John would
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have done the same before beginning his ministry.

Parallels  in  the  Life  of  Abraham

We also see a biblical pattern of leaders participating in the very
acts they command others to do. In Genesis 17, when God gave
Abraham the covenant of circumcision, Abraham didn’t exclude
himself he obeyed alongside those in his household.

Genesis 17:23–26 (NIV):
“On that very day Abraham took his son Ishmael and all those
born in his household or bought with his money… and
circumcised them, as God told him.
Abraham was ninety-nine years old when he was
circumcised…”

This demonstrates the principle of shared obedience and
leadership through example, which applies well to John’s case.
Like Abraham, John likely submitted himself to the same spiritual
practice he proclaimed.
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Be  blessed.
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