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Answer:

The Holy Spirit’s work in a person’s life happens gradually. When God
chooses to draw a sinner toward Himself, He sends the Holy Spirit to
convict that person of sin (John 16:8). This conviction makes the person
aware of their need to repent and turn to God. At this stage, the Holy
Spirit is like a guide walking alongside them — encouraging and
drawing them closer, but not yet fully dwelling inside (John 14:16-17).

A helpful analogy is that of courtship. Imagine a man courting a woman:
he shows kindness, gives gifts, speaks lovingly, and tries to win her
heart. But until she accepts his marriage proposal, they are not united.
Similarly, the Holy Spirit can reveal things to a person and guide them,
but the full indwelling of the Spirit comes only after genuine repentance
and baptism.

Why baptism?

Baptism is the public and spiritual act that symbolizes a person’s death
to sin and resurrection to new life in Christ (Romans 6:3-4). It is the
moment the Holy Spirit takes full residence in the believer’s heart,
sealing them as God’s own (Ephesians 1:13-14).
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The Bible clearly teaches that baptism is essential for receiving the Holy
Spirit:

Ephesians 4:30 
“And do not  grieve the Holy Spirit  of  God,  with whom you were
sealed for  the day of  redemption.”
This  “sealing” is  a  spiritual  mark of  ownership and protection.

2 Corinthians 1:22 
“He has also put his seal on us and given us his Spirit in our hearts
as a deposit,  guaranteeing what is  to  come.”
The Holy Spirit  is  described as a “deposit,”  confirming our
relationship with God.

Romans 8:9 
“You,  however,  are not  in the realm of  the flesh but  are in the
realm of  the Spirit,  if  indeed the Spirit  of  God lives in you.  And if
anyone does not  have the Spirit  of  Christ,  they do not  belong to
Christ.”
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This verse highlights that without the indwelling Spirit, a person is not
truly part of Christ’s body.

When a person genuinely repents — turning from sin and accepting
Christ’s sacrifice — and then receives baptism according to Scripture,
the Holy Spirit comes to live within them fully. This is like a spiritual
“marriage,” a permanent union sealed by baptism.

What about those who are baptized but still sin?

Some may argue, “I know people who were baptized properly but still
live in sin.” The answer lies in understanding human free will and
spiritual maturity. Baptism does not guarantee perfect behavior
immediately but marks the beginning of a transformed life (Philippians
1:6). Some may have been baptized superficially or for social reasons,
not truly repenting. The effectiveness of baptism depends on a sincere
heart.

May God bless you as you seek His truth.
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