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In the Old Testament, the twelve tribes of Israel originated from
the twelve sons of Jacob, who was later renamed Israel by God
(Genesis 32:28). These sons—Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Dan,
Naphtali, Gad, Asher, Issachar, Zebulun, Joseph, and
Benjamin—became the patriarchs of the twelve tribes.

However, in Genesis 48:5, Jacob adopted Joseph’s two sons,
Ephraim and Manasseh, as his own:

And now your two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh, who were
born to you in the land of Egypt… are mine; as Reuben and
Simeon, they shall  be mine.

(Genesis 48:5, NKJV)

This meant that instead of receiving one portion of inheritance,
Joseph’s descendants were split into two tribes—Ephraim and
Manasseh—effectively replacing the tribe of Levi in territorial
matters (since the Levites received no land but were appointed as
priests—see Numbers 18:20-24).
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Throughout the Old Testament, the number of tribes remains
twelve, but the names may vary depending on the context. For
example:

In military and land allocation, Levi is usually omitted, and
Joseph’s sons are counted (Numbers 1).

In spiritual or symbolic references, Levi is often included, and
Joseph may be listed by name rather than his sons.

The Mystery in Revelation 7

In Revelation 7:4–8 (NKJV), John lists twelve tribes—each with
12,000 people sealed by God. But here’s the mystery:

Dan and Ephraim are not mentioned. Instead, we see Manasseh
and Joseph.

Here is the relevant excerpt:

..of  the tribe of Joseph twelve thousand were sealed; of the
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tribe of Manasseh twelve thousand were sealed.

(Revelation 7:8, NKJV)

This leads us to ask:

 Why are Dan and Ephraim excluded? And how can the list
still  contain twelve tribes?

Understanding the Inclusion of Joseph and Manasseh

The mention of “Joseph” in Revelation 7 is not referring to Joseph
himself literally, but rather is a representative name for Ephraim.
In prophetic and poetic contexts, “Joseph” often stands for
Ephraim, which was the dominant northern tribe (see Psalm
78:67–68, Hosea 5:3).

Therefore, the likely breakdown is as follows:

Manasseh is listed by name.
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Ephraim is indirectly included under the name Joseph.

This structure allows for twelve tribes to be listed, while still
omitting Dan.

Why Was Dan Excluded?

The Bible does not give a direct reason why Dan is absent from
Revelation 7. However, many theologians and biblical historians
believe the omission is tied to Dan’s association with idolatry.

1. Dan’s Early Apostasy

In Judges 18, the tribe of Dan set up an unauthorized idol and
established a rival priesthood:

Then they took the things Micah had made, and the priest…
and went to Laish… So they set up for themselves the carved
image.

(Judges 18:27–31, NKJV)
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This act was one of the first recorded instances of organized
idolatry in Israel, and it came from the tribe of Dan. This apostasy
may have led to long-term consequences—namely, spiritual
disqualification from certain aspects of God’s prophetic plan.

2. Association with the Antichrist (Speculative View)

Early church writers such as Irenaeus and Hippolytus speculated
that the Antichrist would come from the tribe of Dan, based on
Jacob’s prophecy:

Dan shall  be a serpent by the way, a viper by the path…

(Genesis 49:17, NKJV)

Though this is not a definitive doctrine, it may reflect the
perception of Dan as a spiritually compromised tribe, unworthy of
inclusion among the sealed servants of God in Revelation.

God’s Redemptive Justice and Mercy
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Even if Dan is excluded in Revelation 7, this does not mean
permanent rejection. In Ezekiel 48, which describes the future
division of the land in the Millennial Kingdom, Dan is the first tribe
mentioned:

Now these are the names of the tribes: From the northern
border… by way of Hethlon… Dan shall  have one section…

(Ezekiel  48:1, NKJV)

This shows us that God’s mercy remains available. Though
judgment may remove someone from a specific role or season,
restoration is always possible in God’s redemptive timeline.

Likewise, Ephraim and Manasseh—though separately counted at
times—will ultimately be reunited under their father Joseph, in full
harmony with the divine order.

Theological Insights:

1. God’s Sovereignty Over His Covenant People
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God’s choice of tribes reflects His sovereign will, not merely
biological lineage. Just as God chose the twelve apostles (John
15:16), He also determines who represents His covenant people.

2. Symbolism of Twelve

The number twelve in Scripture often symbolizes governmental
perfection and divine order (e.g., twelve apostles, twelve gates,
twelve foundations in New Jerusalem—Revelation 21:12–14).

3. Grace and Judgment Coexist

The omission of Dan demonstrates that grace doesn’t cancel
judgment, and judgment doesn’t cancel future grace. God
remains just and merciful (Romans 11:22).

Conclusion

The absence of Dan and Ephraim in Revelation 7 is not a
contradiction, but rather a symbolic statement rooted in spiritual
history and prophetic order. God includes Manasseh and Joseph
(representing Ephraim), while excluding Dan—likely due to their
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role in leading Israel into idolatry.

And yet, through the lens of Ezekiel 48, we are reminded that
God’s plan is restorative. Even those who fall away may one day
be restored—when the fullness of God’s kingdom is revealed.

For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable.

Romans 11:29 (NKJV)
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