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Main Question:

In John 11:25–26, Jesus says:

“I  am the resurrection and the life.  He who believes in Me,
though he may die,  he shall  live.
And whoever lives and believes in Me shall  never die.  Do you
believe this?”
— John 11:25–26

What exactly does Jesus mean, especially in the phrase “shall
never die”?

Context  and  Explanation:

Jesus was not just offering hope for life after death—He was
revealing a profound spiritual reality about what it means to truly
believe in Him. To understand His words, we need to explore both
the nature of eternal life and the depth of faith.

1. Jesus is the Source of Both Resurrection and Life
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Jesus introduces Himself as the Resurrection and the Life, not just
someone who brings life, but Life itself (cf. John 1:4, John 14:6).
He is the Tree of Life that was originally seen in Eden (Genesis
2:9; Revelation 2:7), whose fruit gives eternal life to those who
partake in Him:

“The words that I  speak to you are spirit,  and they are life.”
— John 6:63

In this context, death and life are not just physical realities but
spiritual states. Where Jesus—who is life—is present, death has no
power.

Two  Categories  of  Believers  in  John  11:25–26

When Jesus spoke these words, He addressed two groups of
believers, each at a different stage of faith:

A. Group One: Believers Who Die Physically but Live Spiritually
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“He who believes in Me, though he may die,  he shall  live.”
— John 11:25

This refers to believers who die physically, but because of their
faith, continue living spiritually in God’s presence. Their souls
enter Paradise and wait for the final resurrection (Luke 23:43;
Philippians 1:23).

Their faith was genuine, but they did not reach the full maturity of
faith described in Ephesians:

“…till  we all  come to the unity of the faith and of the
knowledge of the Son of God,
to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness
of Christ.”
— Ephesians 4:13

Many believers today fall into this group—they love and follow
Jesus, but their spiritual growth is limited. They die physically, yet
they live spiritually.
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B. Group Two: Believers Who Live and Will Never Taste Death

“And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die. Do you
believe this?”
— John 11:26

Here Jesus refers to a group of believers who, through deep faith,
maturity, and spiritual obedience, will overcome even physical
death. Their lives become so united with Christ that death has no
claim over them.

This is not just a promise of spiritual life after death—but a
potential escape from physical death, as seen in Scripture with:

Enoch, who “walked with God; and he was not, for God took him” (Genesis 5:24)

Elijah, who was taken up to heaven in a chariot without dying (2 Kings 2:11)

The raptured Church, who at Christ’s return, will be “caught up… to meet the
Lord in the air” without tasting death (1 Thessalonians 4:17)

Jesus  Reaffirmed  This  Truth  in  John  8:51–53
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“Most assuredly,  I  say to you, if  anyone keeps My word he
shall  never see death.”
— John 8:51

When Jesus said this, the Jews were confused. They asked:

“Now we know that You have a demon! Abraham is dead, and
the prophets;
and You say, ‘If  anyone keeps My word he shall  never taste
death.’”
— John 8:52

They misunderstood Jesus, thinking only of physical death. But
Jesus was talking about the second death—eternal separation
from God (Revelation 20:6, 14). True believers, those who keep
His Word, pass from death into life:

“Most assuredly,  I  say to you, he who hears My word and
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believes in Him who sent Me
has everlasting life,  and shall  not come into judgment, but
has passed from death into life.”
— John 5:24

Is  It  Possible  to  Escape  Physical  Death  Today?

Yes—this is possible. In Matthew 16:28, Jesus told His disciples:

“Assuredly,  I  say to you, there are some standing here who
shall  not taste death
till  they see the Son of Man coming in His kingdom.”
— Matthew 16:28

This shows that God always has a remnant of believers who walk
in such closeness with Him that He preserves them from death.

The rapture of the Church will be the ultimate fulfillment of this
promise. The believers who are alive and fully prepared when
Christ returns will be taken up without seeing death (1
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Corinthians 15:51–52).

Spiritual  Maturity  is  Required

However, not all believers will experience this. Many still live in
fear, doubt, or compromise. That’s why Jesus asked:

“…when the Son of Man comes, will He really find faith on the
earth?”
— Luke 18:8

He’s not looking for weak or lukewarm faith. He’s returning for a
Church that is mature, victorious, and fully aligned with Him
(Ephesians 5:27).

We often think we are waiting for Jesus, but He is actually waiting
for us to grow up in faith so that He can come:

“…that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not
having spot or wrinkle or any such thing,
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but that she should be holy and without blemish.”
— Ephesians 5:27

Conclusion:

Yes, Jesus meant what He said in John 11:26.
Those who believe in Him and live by His Word in the fullness of
faith will never die—not just spiritually, but possibly even
physically.
Like Enoch and Elijah, and like the Church that will be raptured, it
is possible to overcome death through mature faith in Christ.

This teaching challenges us to:

Grow deeper in our relationship with Christ

Walk in obedience and holiness

Seek the fullness of faith, not just the basics

Because only a Church that is ready will be taken.

“Blessed and holy is he who has part in the first resurrection.
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Over such the second death has no power…”
— Revelation 20:6

May God help you grow in faith and be found ready when Jesus
returns.
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