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When a person dies suddenly, the moment they pass is followed by the
arrival of angels sent by God to escort them to their eternal destination.
If someone has lived a life of righteousness, trusting in Jesus Christ, and
walking in obedience to His commands, angels will joyfully carry them to
Heaven, often referred to as Paradise (Luke 23:43). Paradise, as
described in Scripture, is a temporary resting place for the redeemed,
where they await the final resurrection and reunion with their glorified
bodies.

Jesus used the story of Lazarus and the rich man to give us insight into
what happens after death:

Luke 16:22-23 –  “The poor man died and was carried by the angels
to Abraham’s side.  The rich man also died and was buried.  In  hell,
where he was in  torment,  he looked up and saw Abraham far  away,
with Lazarus by his  side.”

Abraham’s side, or Abraham’s bosom, is another term used to describe
Paradise. It’s a place of peace, comfort, and rest for those who have
trusted in God’s salvation. Though not the final Heaven itself, it is a
temporary resting place for believers, where they await the ultimate
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resurrection and glorification of their bodies.

The  Resurrection  of  the  Dead

On the day of the resurrection, all the righteous, both those who have
died and those who are alive, will be transformed into glorified bodies.
They will be united with Jesus Christ and ascend to Heaven, where they
will partake in the marriage supper of the Lamb and spend eternity in the
presence of God. This is the promise of eternal life—where there will be
no more pain, sorrow, or death, and believers will see God face to face
(Revelation 21:4).

What  Happens  to  the  Wicked  After  Death?

For those who reject Christ or live in unrepentant sin, the story is
different. The moment of their death marks the beginning of eternal
separation from God. As we see in Matthew 13:49-50:

Matthew 13:49-50 – “This is how it will be at the end of the age. The
angels  will  come and separate the wicked from the righteous and
throw them into the fiery furnace,  where there will  be weeping and
gnashing of  teeth.”
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In the story of the rich man and Lazarus, after the rich man died, he was
taken to Hell (also known as Hades), a place of torment and separation
from God. Hell is not the final destination for the wicked but a temporary
holding place until the final judgment, when the wicked will be cast into
the Lake of Fire, the second death (Revelation 20:14).

Luke 16:24-26 – “So he called to him, ‘Father Abraham, have pity on
me and send Lazarus to dip the tip  of  his  finger in  water  and cool
my tongue, because I am in agony in this fire.’ But Abraham replied,
‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things,
while  Lazarus received bad things,  but  now he is  comforted here
and you are in  agony.  And besides all  this,  between us and you a
great  chasm has been set  in  place,  so that  those who want to go
from here to you cannot,  nor  can anyone cross over  from there to
us.’”

The rich man’s story illustrates the torment and despair of Hell. While the
righteous are comforted, the wicked experience an eternity of suffering.
There is a great chasm between them that cannot be crossed,
emphasizing the irreversible nature of the eternal separation that follows
death.
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The  Final  Judgment  and  the  Lake  of  Fire

After the wicked have spent time in Hell, they will be resurrected to
stand before God’s Great White Throne for the final judgment. Here, they
will be judged according to their deeds (Revelation 20:11-15). Those
whose names are not found in the Book of Life will be thrown into the
Lake of Fire, a place of unending torment. This is the ultimate destination
for all who reject God’s offer of salvation through Jesus Christ.

Revelation 20:14-15 –  “Then death and Hades were thrown into the
lake of  fire.  The lake of  fire is  the second death.  Anyone whose
name was not  found written in  the book of  life  was thrown into the
lake of  fire.”

The  Uncertainty  of  Li fe  and  the  Certainty  of  Judgment

The Bible is clear: there is no second chance after death. Hebrews 9:27
says, “Just as people are destined to die once, and after that to face
judgment.” When we die, we will face God’s judgment immediately.
There is no purgatory, no second opportunity to repent after death. Our
eternal destiny is sealed at the moment of death, and it is based on
whether we have trusted in Jesus Christ during our lifetime.



What Happens After Death?

NURU YA UPENDO www.wingulamashahidi.org | 5

What  Happens  to  Us  Before  Death?

In the moments leading up to death, some people experience peace and
comfort. Many report seeing angels or sensing their presence, while
others experience distress and fear. These responses can be a reflection
of the state of their souls. Those at peace may be comforted by the
presence of angels, knowing they are about to meet their Lord. Those in
distress, however, may be facing the agony of eternal separation from
God.

Your  Eternal  Destiny

The Bible offers a clear message: choose Christ now. You are not
guaranteed tomorrow. Your eternal destiny depends on whether you
place your trust in Jesus Christ as your Savior. The choice is yours, and
the decision you make today will determine where you will spend
eternity—either in the presence of God or in eternal separation from Him.

John 14:6 –  “Jesus answered,  ‘I  am the way and the truth and the
life.  No one comes to the Father  except  through me.'”

Before it’s too late, make the decision to surrender your life to Christ and
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secure your place in Heaven. The Bible teaches that through Jesus, we
have forgiveness, salvation, and the promise of eternal life.

Choose Christ today, and secure your eternal destiny in Heaven. Don’t
wait until it’s too late. Tomorrow is not guaranteed.
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