The Deaths of Jesus’ Apostles / How the Apostles Died

The Bible records the death of only one apostle in detail: James, the
brother of John.

In Acts 12:1-2, it says,

“About that time King Herod arrested some who belonged to the
church, intending to persecute them. He had James, the brother of
John, put to death with the sword.”

James was beheaded, making him the first apostle to be martyred.
However, for the other apostles, the Bible does not mention specifics
about their deaths.

To learn about their deaths, people have had to rely on stories passed
down by those close to the apostles or witnesses of their deaths. While
we can’t be 100% certain about these accounts, many have been
confirmed through consistent testimony from those who were there.

Matthew:

Matthew, the tax collector and author of the Gospel of Matthew, is said to
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have been severely wounded by a sword while preaching in Ethiopia, in
northern Africa. He later died from the injuries sustained in this attack.
Although the Bible does not explicitly state his death, historical records
and early Christian writings suggest this fate.

John the Apostle:

John, the brother of James, is unique in that he is the only apostle
believed to have died of natural causes, likely in his old age.

In Revelation 1:9, John writes,

“I, John, your brother and companion in the suffering and kingdom
and patient endurance that are ours in Jesus, was on the island of
Patmos because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus.”

After surviving being boiled in oil (miraculously unharmed), he was exiled
to Patmos, where he wrote the book of Revelation. He was eventually
released and returned to Asia Minor (modern-day Turkey) to care for the
early churches. John's death in his later years represents a peaceful end
for an apostle who lived through intense persecution.
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Peter:

Peter was crucified in Rome, possibly around 64 A.D. In John 21:18-19,
Jesus tells Peter about his future death:

“Very truly I tell you, when you were younger you dressed yourself
and went where you wanted; but when you are old you will stretch
out your hands, and someone else will dress you and lead you
where you do not want to go.”

Jesus was predicting that Peter would die by crucifixion, and according to
early church tradition, Peter requested to be crucified upside down,
unworthy of dying in the same manner as Jesus. This illustrates his deep
humility and devotion to his Lord.

Bartholomew (Nathanael):

Bartholomew, also known as Nathanael, was a missionary in Asia.
According to historical accounts, he was flayed alive—meaning his skin
was torn off—before being martyred. This horrific death is a testament to
the intense suffering many of the apostles endured in spreading the
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Gospel.

Andrew:

Andrew, the brother of Peter, was crucified in Greece on an X-shaped
cross. According to early church tradition, before his death, Andrew
reportedly said,

“I have long desired and expected this happy hour.”

(Eusebius, Ecclesiastical History, 3.1). This reflects his unwavering
commitment to Christ, even in the face of excruciating pain. He
continued to preach the Gospel while on the cross for two days before he
died.

Thomas:

Thomas, often referred to as “Doubting Thomas” due to his initial
disbelief in the resurrection of Christ (John 20:24-29), became a
missionary to India. According to tradition, he was speared to death
while preaching the Gospel, fulfilling the prophecy in
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John 20:29, where Jesus says,

“Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”

This emphasizes Thomas' eventual faithfulness in spreading the Gospel
despite his early doubts.

Philip:

Philip was crucified in Asia Minor. Early Christian writers such as Eusebius
record that he was imprisoned and later crucified for his commitment to
preaching the Gospel. Philip’s martyrdom mirrors the suffering and
perseverance described in Matthew 28:19, where Jesus commands his
disciples to

“go and make disciples of all nations.”

Thaddeus/Jude:

Jude, the son of James, was also martyred, reportedly by crucifixion in
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Edessa around 72 A.D. He is often associated with the epistle that bears
his name, in which he writes,

“But you, dear friends, by building yourselves up in your most holy
faith and praying in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in God’s love”
(Jude 1:20).

Jude’s death, as a faithful servant of Christ, reflects his commitment to
the very message he preached.

Simon the Zealot

Simon, who was part of the Zealots before following Christ, preached in
Mauritania and later in Britain. Like many of the apostles, he too was
crucified for his faith. His martyrdom fulfills the commission in Matthew
28:18-20, where Jesus commands the apostles to go and make disciples
of all nations, despite the risks involved.

Matthias:

Matthias, the apostle chosen to replace Judas Iscariot (Acts 1:26), was
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stoned to death and then beheaded for his faith. This emphasizes the
continuing mission of the apostles to spread the Gospel, even after
Judas’ betrayal.

Judas Iscariot:

Judas, the apostle who betrayed Jesus for thirty pieces of silver (Matthew
26:14-16), took his own life by hanging himself after he realized the
gravity of his sin. His tragic end, as described in Matthew 27:5, serves as
a warning about the consequences of forsaking Jesus for material gain.

Paul:

Paul, who was not one of the twelve apostles but is considered an
apostle due to his profound missionary work (Romans 1:1), was martyred
in Rome under Emperor Nero’s persecution of Christians. According to
early Christian sources, Paul was beheaded, fulfilling the prophecy in

2 Timothy 4:6-8, where Paul writes:

“For | am already being poured out like a drink offering, and the
time for my departure is near. | have fought the good fight, | have
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finished the race, | have kept the faith.”

Other Apostles and Martyrs:

Other apostles, like Luke, were also martyred for their unwavering faith.
Luke is traditionally believed to have been hung on an olive tree in
Greece. The early church, as recorded in Foxe's Book of Martyrs,
provides numerous accounts of other apostles being persecuted and
killed for their faith in Christ.

What Can We Learn From This?

The Bible speaks of the “great cloud of witnesses” in Hebrews 12:1-2
which says:

“Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses,
let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily
entangles. Let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us,
fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith.”

These witnesses, the apostles and martyrs, were willing to endure
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suffering and even death for their faith in Christ. They understood the
eternal reward that awaited them, as described in

2Corinthians 4:17, where Paul writes,

“For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an
eternal glory that far outweighs them all.”

We are called to learn from their example of unwavering faith. The
guestion is: Will we, like them, value our salvation and persevere in our
faith, no matter the cost?

If you're still outside of Christ, remember that the door of grace won't
remain open forever. Repent today and turn to God. In

1 John 1:9 it says,
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“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our
sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.”

Take a moment, wherever you are, to confess your sins to God and ask
for His forgiveness.

If you sincerely repent, God is there to listen, forgive, and cleanse you
through the blood of His Son, Jesus Christ (1 Peter 1:18-19). And from
that moment, His peace will fill your heart.

Without delay, find a spiritual church, and be baptized by immersion in
water, in the name of Jesus Christ, as stated inActs 2:38, where Peter
says,

“Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift
of the Holy Spirit.”

God will pour His Holy Spirit upon you to help you in your journey

Share on:
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