
Where Did Satan’s Evil Come From?

NURU YA UPENDO www.wingulamashahidi.org | 1

Question:

If God created all things perfectly, where did Satan’s evil come from?
Who created sin?

Theological Answer:

To answer this, we must first understand the nature of contrast and
moral choice. In the world God created, many things are known and
appreciated only by contrast with their opposite:

We recognize light because we’ve experienced darkness (cf. Genesis
1:4).

We understand the sweetness of sugar because we’ve tasted bitterness.

We know what health is because we’ve known sickness.

We appreciate wisdom because we’ve seen foolishness.

We value love because we’ve witnessed hatred.
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This is part of how humans learn, discern, and develop moral
understanding. Contrast makes clarity possible. And within God’s
perfect creation, the capacity to choose between contrasting
options—good and evil—was part of His divine design.

1. God Created Beings with Free Will

When God created angels and humans, He made them morally
responsible beings—with the freedom to choose. Love, righteousness,
and obedience are only meaningful if they are freely given, not forced.
The Bible teaches that God created all things good, including Lucifer,
who later became Satan.

You were blameless in your ways from the day you were created,
till  unrighteousness was found in you.

Ezekiel  28:15,  ESV

Lucifer was not created evil. He was a majestic, perfect angel who
served before God’s throne. But God, in His wisdom, granted him (and
all moral beings) the capacity to choose.



Where Did Satan’s Evil Come From?

NURU YA UPENDO www.wingulamashahidi.org | 3

2. Evil Originated as a Rejection of Good

Evil did not have to be “created” as a separate entity like a rock or tree.
Evil is not a substance—it is a corruption of the good. It is the result of a
free moral being choosing to go against the will and nature of God.

This is the essence of sin: the rejection of God’s righteousness.

Everyone who makes a practice of  sinning also practices
lawlessness;  sin is  lawlessness.

 1 John 3:4,  ESV

Satan’s fall was an act of pride and rebellion. He didn’t fall because God
made him sinful. He fell because he chose to exalt himself above God.



Where Did Satan’s Evil Come From?

NURU YA UPENDO www.wingulamashahidi.org | 4

How you are fallen from heaven,  O Lucifer,  son of  the morning!…
For you have said in your heart:  ‘I  will  ascend into heaven,  I  will
exalt  my throne above the stars of  God… I  will  be like the Most
High.

Isaiah 14:12–14,  NKJV

3. God Permitted Evil for a Greater Good

Some ask, “If God knew Satan would fall, why did He create him?” The
answer lies in the sovereignty of God. He permitted evil—not because
He delights in it—but because He would bring a greater good out of it.
Through Satan’s rebellion, God’s justice, mercy, and redemptive love
are more clearly revealed in the gospel.

Surely the wrath of  man shall  praise You;  with the remainder of
wrath You shall  gird Yourself.

Psalm 76:10,  NKJV
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Even the presence of evil fulfills God’s ultimate purposes, though God
Himself is never the author of sin.

Let no one say when he is  tempted,  ‘I  am being tempted by God,’
for  God cannot be tempted with evil,  and He Himself  tempts no
one.

James 1:13,  ESV

4. The Existence of Evil Confirms the Value of Good

Just as darkness makes light shine brighter, the existence of sin allows
us to understand the depth of God’s righteousness, grace, and love. In
His wisdom, God permitted the presence of evil so that we might truly
know Him, choose Him, and be conformed to His image.

I  form the light  and create darkness;  I  make peace and create
calamity;  I,  the Lord,  do all  these things.

Isaiah 45:7,  NKJV
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Out of  the mouth of  the Most  High proceedeth not  evil  and good?

 Lamentations 3:38,  KJV

These verses show God’s sovereignty over all things—even over
evil—but do not mean He commits sin or delights in wrongdoing. He
governs all things—even the rebellion of Satan—for His purposes.

5. Satan Chose Evil—and So Can We

Lucifer was given a choice. And he chose rebellion. He incited other
angels to follow him, and they became demons (Revelation 12:4, 9).
That is when sin first entered creation—not because God created evil,
but because a created being chose to reject God’s goodness.

The same moral choice was later given to mankind. Adam and Eve, like
the angels, were created good (Genesis 1:31) but were also given the
freedom to obey or disobey. Through their disobedience, sin entered the
human race (Romans 5:12).
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Even today, every person faces this moral decision:

And this  is  the judgment:  the light  has come into the world,  and
people loved the darkness rather than the light  because their
works were evil.

John 3:19,  ESV

 

There is  therefore now no condemnation for  those who are in
Christ  Jesus.

 Romans 8:1,  ESV

Conclusion: So, Where Did Satan’s Evil Come From?

Satan was created good, with the freedom to choose. God, in His perfect
wisdom and sovereignty, created a moral universe where His creatures
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could choose to love Him. But Lucifer rejected God, chose evil, and
became Satan.

So the correct answer is this:

Evil began when a perfect being chose to reject the good that God gave
him. Satan wasn’t created evil—he became evil by choice.

Yet God, in His great wisdom, allowed this to unfold for the sake of a
greater purpose: the glory of Christ and the redemption of mankind
through the cross.

All things were created through Him and for Him. And He is before
all  things,  and in Him all  things hold together.

 Colossians 1:16–17,  ESV

Final Word: The Choice Remains Today

Each of us has been given the knowledge of good and evil (Romans
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2:14–15). That moral compass is built into every human heart. You can
choose to follow God’s light or walk in darkness.

God does not force us. He calls us.

See,  I  have set  before you today life  and good,  death and evil…
therefore choose life,  that  you and your offspring may live.

Deuteronomy 30:15,19,  ESV

God bless you as you walk in the Light of Christ.
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