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(A Theological Reflection on Spiritual Warfare)

In every war, the battle is always fought soldier against
soldier—never civilians against trained military forces. This is
what makes warfare intense and dangerous. A soldier is trained
to engage someone with the same expertise, someone equally
skilled in combat, equally armed, and equally protected. Both
wear armor, helmets, carry weapons, and know how to use them.

This principle mirrors our Christian life. The Bible portrays
believers as spiritual soldiers, actively engaged in a war that is
not physical, but spiritual. That’s why the Apostle Paul urges us to
“put on the whole armor of God”—not partial armor, not just faith
or prayer alone—but the full set, because our enemy is cunning,
strategic, and ruthless.

Ephesians 6:11–12 (NKJV)

Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand
against the wiles of the devil.  For we do not wrestle against
flesh and blood, but against principalities,  against powers,
against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against
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spiritual  hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.

Notice Paul says “we wrestle”—this implies close, intense,
personal combat. It’s not a distant war. You don’t fight Satan from
afar. You engage him up close—every day, through temptations,
trials, and thoughts.

And just like in earthly warfare, you are not fighting unarmed
enemies. Satan and his demons are well-organized, experienced,
and dangerous. He is described in Scripture as “the god of this
world” (2 Corinthians 4:4), a deceiver who has operated since
Eden, and whose primary goal is to blind people from seeing the
truth of the gospel.

Our Weapons Are Spiritual

Once earthly armies defeat their enemies, they don’t go around
killing civilians—they take them captive or exploit them. Why?
Because civilians pose no real threat. The real battle was between
trained fighters.

Likewise, if you are a Christian without spiritual discipline, without



THE BATTLE AGAINST SATAN

NURU YA UPENDO www.wingulamashahidi.org | 3

the Word of God, without prayer, Satan sees you as no threat. He
won’t waste energy fighting you. He’ll simply take you
captive—through deception, spiritual laziness, or worldly
distractions.

But if you’re fully armored, you become a real threat to the
kingdom of darkness.

2 Corinthians 10:3–5 (NKJV)

For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to
the flesh.

For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in
God for pulling down strongholds,

casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts
itself  against the knowledge of God,

bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of
Christ…
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These “strongholds” are not physical—they are mental and
spiritual deceptions, lies, and ungodly philosophies. Many
Christians have been taken captive through false doctrines, social
media ideologies, and worldly mindsets, simply because they
lacked discernment and didn’t know the truth of Scripture.

Satan Knows Scripture Too

One of the most dangerous truths is this: Satan knows the Word
of God.

In the wilderness, Satan tempted Jesus using Bible verses. He
quoted Psalm 91 to try to convince Jesus to jump from the
temple:

 Matthew 4:6–7 (NKJV)

“If  You are the Son of God, throw Yourself  down. For it  is
written: ‘He shall  give His angels charge over You…’”

Jesus said to him, “It is written again, ‘You shall not tempt the
Lord your God.’”
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This was not just a temptation—it was a sword fight. Satan used
Scripture as a weapon, and Jesus countered with correctly
interpreted Scripture. That’s why Paul calls the Word of God “the
sword of the Spirit” (Ephesians 6:17). If Jesus had not known the
Word well, He would have been spiritually wounded.

So today, if a believer does not study the Bible deeply—beyond
surface-level quotes or motivational verses—they are vulnerable.
Satan can use half-truths and twisted interpretations to lead them
astray, just as he did with Eve in Genesis 3:1–5.

End-Time Warfare Requires End-Time Readiness

Jesus warned us that in the last days, “the love of many will grow
cold” (Matthew 24:12). This refers not to romantic love, but love
for God. Many Christians today spend more time in entertainment
than in Scripture. They depend solely on preachers to explain the
Bible but never read it for themselves.

Ask a believer, “When was the last time you personally studied
the Word—without waiting for a pastor’s sermon?” Most will admit
it’s been a long time. Some only read a verse a week and expect
to withstand demonic attacks.
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But these are not days for lukewarm devotion. This is war. You
need to know how to handle your sword—to read, understand,
memorize, meditate, and apply Scripture daily.

Psalm 119:11 (NKJV)

Your word I  have hidden in my heart,  that I  might not sin
against You.

Captives Can Be Freed by Soldiers Who Know the Word

If Satan has taken people captive through lies, God can use you
to set them free—but only if you’re strong in the Word. You can’t
rescue others if you’re spiritually empty. But if the Word dwells in
you richly:

 Colossians 3:16 (NKJV)

Let the word of Christ dwell  in you richly in all  wisdom…
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Then you become a weapon in God’s hand. Just as Jesus cast out
demons with a word, just as Paul reasoned from Scripture to
convert souls, you too will have authority when the Word of God
lives in you.

John 8:31–32 (NKJV)

If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed. And you
shall  know the truth, and the truth shall  make you free.

So, How Do You Arm Yourself Today?

1. Repent and believe in Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior.

Acts 3:19

Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may be
blotted out…
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2. Deny yourself and follow Him daily.

Luke 9:23

If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and
take up his cross daily,  and follow Me.

3. Cut off worldly influences—leave ungodly groups, limit worldly
entertainment, and pursue holiness.

Hebrews 12:14

Pursue peace with all  people, and holiness, without which no
one will  see the Lord.

4. Buy a physical Bible if you don’t have one. A printed Bible
invites deeper focus and commitment.
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Proverbs 4:20

My son, give attention to my words; incline your ear to my
sayings.

5. Create a daily habit of studying the Word. Turn off distractions.
Read entire books of the Bible—not just a few verses.

Joshua 1:8

This Book of the Law shall  not depart from your mouth, but
you shall  meditate in it  day and night…

Start with the Gospel of Matthew. You’ll be amazed at how much
truth you’ve been missing—and how Satan has used your
ignorance to keep you spiritually weak.

Final Words

The battle against Satan is not over—and it won’t be until Christ
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returns. But you don’t have to be a victim. You can become a
victorious soldier, fully armed and equipped to defeat the enemy
and rescue others.

 Romans 13:12 (NKJV)

The night is far spent,  the day is at hand. Therefore let us
cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armor of
light.

So stand firm. Stay in the Word. Put on the full armor of God. And
fight the good fight of faith.

May the Lord bless and strengthen you.

Amen.
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