Praise the Lord! Welcome to our Bible study. Today, we’ll briefly
explore one of the ways God accelerates our journey to success.

Overcoming Fear

One of the most common obstacles keeping us from moving
forward is fear. Whatever we pursue in life, if we could eliminate
fear entirely, success would come much more easily and quickly.
Many successful entrepreneurs, if you examine their stories, are
individuals who took risks and overcame their fears. Risk, in fact,
often leads to great rewards something we see throughout
scripture. “Faith without works is dead” (James 2:26, NIV). Faith
often requires stepping into the unknown, something that
involves overcoming fear.

The same applies spiritually. Fear is a major barrier to spiritual
growth. If the Lord calls you to do something that seems out of
the ordinary, something risky or challenging, fear often becomes
a reason to hesitate. This is where we need to rely on faith over

fear.



The Israelites at the Red Sea: A Powerful Lesson

Let’s take a deeper look at the story of the Israelites’ exodus from
Egypt, one of the most significant moments in the Bible. The Red
Sea Crossing serves as an important theological and spiritual
lesson about God'’s faithfulness.

When the Israelites left EQypt, they came to the Red Sea, a literal
and symbolic barrier. God, in His power and sovereignty,
commanded Moses to stretch out his hand over the sea so that
the waters would part, making way for the Israelites to pass
through on dry land (Exodus 14:21-22, NIV). This was a direct
manifestation of God’s deliverance something miraculous that
seemed utterly impossible. Yet, the Israelites’ response highlights
a key human struggle: fear and disbelief.

A Step of Faith

Imagine being in the Israelites’ shoes. The sea in front, an army
behind, and nowhere to go. It was a test of faith. As Exodus
14:13-14 (NIV) tells us:

“Moses answered the people, ‘Do not be afraid. Stand firm



and you will see the deliverance the Lord will bring you today.
The Egyptians you see today you will never see again. The
Lord will fight for you; you need only to be still.””

When Moses spoke to the people, he was calling them to faith
over fear. The Israelites had to trust that God was not only
capable of parting the sea but was faithful to bring them to their
promised future. This is an important theological point: God’s
promises are sure. No matter the obstacle, God’s Word is certain.

The Testing of Faith

Just as the Israelites were tested in their faith, we too are often
placed in situations that feel overwhelming, with no apparent way
out. But it’s in these moments that God’s intervention is most
powerful. James 1:2-4 (NIV) reminds us:

“Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you
face trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing
of your faith produces perseverance. Let perseverance finish
its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking
anything.”



In those moments of pressure, God doesn’t just allow challenges
for the sake of challenge, but to refine us, to mature our faith.
The Israelites’ faith was being tested in the desert, and so is ours
in the journey of life.

The Enemy Behind You: God’s Purpose

Theologically, we understand that God allows trials and even the
presence of our enemies for His greater purpose. In the case of
the Israelites, God used the pursuing Egyptian army to force them
to step out in faith and walk through the Red Sea. They would
never have walked through if it weren’t for the threat of
destruction behind them.

Exodus 14:17-18 (NIV) states:

“I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they will go
in after them. And | will gain glory through Pharaoh and all
his army, through his chariots and his horsemen. The
Egyptians will know that | am the Lord when | gain glory
through Pharaoh, his chariots, and his horsemen.”



This divine strategy of allowing the enemy to chase the Israelites
was part of God’s ultimate plan to demonstrate His sovereignty
and power over all nations. The same principle applies to us
today: the challenges we face, though difficult, are often
opportunities for God to demonstrate His glory and power through
us.

God’'s Provision and Deliverance

As with the Israelites, when we face the “Red Seas” in our own
lives, we may feel trapped or powerless. However, God’s
provision is always sufficient. When God asks us to walk a
dangerous or uncertain path, His presence is with us to see us
through. The Red Sea represents not only a physical barrier but
also the spiritual barriers we face in life. But God is faithful to
provide a way out.

In 1 Corinthians 10:13 (NIV), we are reminded that:

“No temptation has overtaken you except what is common to
mankind. And God is faithful;, he will not let you be tempted
beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will
also provide a way out so that you can endure it.”



The Red Sea was the way out for the Israelites. The same God
who parted the Red Sea is still at work in our lives today, creating
pathways where we see only obstacles.

Trusting God in the Storms

Sometimes God allows us to face seemingly impossible situations,
but the goal is to grow our trust in Him. The crossing of the Red
Sea was not just about physical deliverance; it was a spiritual
lesson. As Moses told the people, “Stand firm and see the
deliverance of the Lord” (Exodus 14:13). The deliverance wasn't
just from the army, but from their own fear and doubt.

In our lives, when we find ourselves surrounded by troubles
whether it’'s financial difficulties, health issues, or other trials this
is the time to lean into God. Psalm 46:1 (NIV) says:

“God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in
trouble.”



Even when the enemy seems close and the sea seems
impassable, we can trust in the Lord’s faithfulness to bring us
through. God is with us in the fire and the flood.

The Role of Fear and Faith in Our Journey

In the face of danger, we have a choice: will we focus on the fear
of the unknown, or will we fix our eyes on the One who has
already promised victory? The Israelites’ experience shows us
that God is greater than our fears. He is calling us to move
forward, even when the path ahead seems uncertain.

In 2 Timothy 1:7 (NIV), Paul reminds us:

“For the Spirit God gave us does not make us timid, but gives
us power, love, and self-discipline.”

We are not called to live in fear but in the boldness and power
that come from the Holy Spirit. The same God who parted the Red
Sea lives in us, giving us the courage to move forward, even
when it feels impossible.



Conclusion: God’s Plan for Your Victory

So, as a Christian, when you see the enemy closing in and the sea
of challenges ahead, don’t panic. Instead, stand firm and trust
that God is at work, making a way where there seems to be no
way. God has promised us victory, and He will deliver us, just as
He did for the Israelites.

Remember, the Lord fights for you. You need only to trust Him
and move forward in faith. The journey may seem perilous, but
the rewards are eternal. As Romans 8:37 (NIV) says:

“No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through
him who loved us.”

Trust in His promises, stand firm, and you will see His
deliverance.

Maranatha




When God Wants to Lead You to Victory, He Must Allow the
Enemy to Rise Up
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