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Shalom.

There is significant meaning behind Joseph being a carpenter, and
likewise, why our Lord Jesus Christ worked as a carpenter before
beginning His public ministry.

This is shown in Scripture:

Mark 6:3 says,

“Isn’t  this the carpenter,  the son of Mary, and the brother of
James, Joseph, Judas, and Simon? Aren’t His sisters here with
us?” And they took offense at Him.

Similarly,

Matthew 13:55 says,
“Isn’t this the carpenter’s son? Isn’t His mother’s name Mary,
and aren’t His brothers James, Joseph, Simon, and Judas?”



Isn’t He the Carpenter, the Son of Mary?

NURU YA UPENDO www.wingulamashahidi.org | 2

From these passages, we understand that Jesus and His earthly
father, Joseph, were well known in their community because of
their work as carpenters. Carpentry in biblical times was skilled
labor, requiring precision and patience. It was not simply manual
labor but an art of creating useful, beautiful items (cf. Proverbs
22:29, “Do you see a man skilled in his work? He will stand before
kings…”).

Jesus’ work as a carpenter was more than a job—it was a
preparation and demonstration of His submission to God the
Father’s will. His earthly vocation models humility and the value
of honest labor (cf. Colossians 3:23, “Whatever you do, work at it
with all your heart, as working for the Lord…”).

God used this aspect of Jesus’ life to teach us about spiritual
building. Just as a carpenter must carefully measure, saw,
hammer nails, and follow a plan, Jesus was preparing to build the
Church, the spiritual “house” of God (cf. Ephesians 2:19-22). This
work required obedience, skill, and patience, reflecting His
obedience to the Father’s will.

In John 5:19-20, Jesus explains this divine relationship:
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“Very truly I  tell  you, the Son can do nothing by Himself;  He
can do only what He sees His Father doing, because whatever
the Father does the Son also does. For the Father loves the
Son and shows Him all  He does. Yes, and He will  show Him
even greater works than these, so that you will  be amazed.”

This passage emphasizes Jesus’ complete submission to the
Father’s authority and perfect unity with Him (cf. John 10:30).

When Jesus called His followers to deny themselves, take up their
cross, and follow Him (Matthew 16:24), He was illustrating the
spiritual “building” work of God’s kingdom that requires sacrifice
and obedience—not self-will.

Similarly, the call to believe and be baptized for salvation (Mark
16:16) is grounded in the Father’s plan for redemption,
highlighting the necessity of faith and obedience in the new
covenant (cf. Romans 6:3-4).

Jesus’ promise that His followers will face trials (John 16:33) is a
reminder that sanctification is a process involving suffering and
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endurance, just as He experienced on earth. Philippians 1:29
states,

“For it has been granted to you on behalf of Christ not only to
believe in Him, but also to suffer for Him.”

This suffering produces spiritual maturity and completes God’s
work in us (James 1:2-4).

Therefore, as followers of Christ—the Master Carpenter and
faithful Lord—we must allow Him to shape our lives according to
God’s perfect plan. Like metal refined by fire (Malachi 3:3) or
wood carefully measured and nailed, we must endure trials
patiently, trusting God’s refining work.

One day, when we reach our eternal home, we will fully
comprehend the value of this process. Jesus reassures us in John
14:1-4

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God;
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believe also in Me. My Father’s house has many rooms; if that
were not so, would I  have told you that I  am going there to
prepare a place for you? And if  I  go and prepare a place for
you, I  will  come back and take you to be with Me that you
also may be where I  am. You know the way to the place
where I  am going.”

This passage points to the hope of eternal life and the ultimate
“building” God is doing—the preparation of a place for His people
in heaven.

May the Lord bless you.
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