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THE HARVEST IS PLENTIFUL
“The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few” (Matthew 9:37, ESV).

Blessed be the name of the Lord Jesus. Let us take a moment to reflect
on some essential truths for our journey of faith and our role in God’s
Kingdom.

1.  Our  Responsibil ity  as  Christians

As followers of Christ, it is our duty to actively participate in the work of
God. Each believer has been gifted uniquely by the Holy Spirit for
ministry and service. Paul reminds us in
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1 Corinthians 12:4–7 (ESV):
“Now there are varieties  of  gifts,  but  the same Spirit;  and there
are varieties of  service,  but the same Lord; and there are varieties
of  activities,  but  it  is  the same God who empowers them all  in
everyone.  To each is  given the manifestation of  the Spirit  for  the
common good.”

The benefits of engaging in God’s work far outweigh the cost of
inactivity. As we approach the last days, the spiritual labor required has
increased. Yet, the work itself has become simpler: we are not called to
plow or plant physically but to harvest souls for Christ.

2.  The  Nature  of  the  Harvest

Jesus used agricultural imagery to teach spiritual truths. Consider this
illustration:

One worker may be given a small, overgrown field of two acres,
requiring immense effort to clear and cultivate.
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Another may be given ten acres, but the work is simply harvesting
what has already grown.

The first laborer represents those who pioneer ministry—planting and
watering in spiritually “hard” places. The second represents those who
reap—bringing to maturity what others have sown. Both are vital, yet
the harvester’s task may be larger in scale, reflecting the great
opportunity for evangelism today.

As Jesus said in

John 4:35–36 (ESV):
“Do you not  say,  ‘There are yet  four months,  then comes the
harvest’?  Behold,  I  tell  you,  lift  up your eyes,  and see that  the
fields are white for harvest. Already the one who reaps is receiving
wages and gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper
may rejoice together.”

This highlights that spiritual labor leads to eternal reward, and that
ministry is a shared partnership across generations.
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3.  The  Urgency  of  the  Work

In Matthew 9:36–38,  Jesus expresses compassion for  the crowds,
describing them as “harassed and helpless,  like sheep without a
shepherd.”  He then says:
“The harvest  is  plentiful,  but  the laborers are few; therefore pray
earnestly  to the Lord of  the harvest  to  send out  laborers into his
harvest.”

This emphasizes several theological truths:

God’s Compassion: Ministry begins with a heart of compassion,1.

reflecting God’s love for the lost.

The Plentiful Harvest: Many are already spiritually prepared; the2.

field is ripe.

The Need for Laborers: God calls His people to participate actively,3.

not passively.
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Prayer for Workers: Evangelism is inseparable from prayer, as4.

spiritual empowerment comes from God, not human effort alone.

4.  The  Spiritual  Storehouse

Where do the harvested souls go? The “storehouse of God” represents
the spiritual security and protection provided by Christ. Those who
repent, surrender their lives, and are baptized are spiritually hidden in
Christ:

Colossians 3:3–4 (ESV):
“For you have died,  and your life  is  hidden with Christ  in  God.
When Christ  who is  your life  appears,  then you also will  appear
with him in glory.”

This illustrates the already-but-not-yet reality of salvation: believers are
already secure in Christ spiritually, yet full revelation and glory await in
eternity. Salvation begins here on earth, and the fields we labor in
represent the world where God’s Kingdom is advancing.



THE HARVEST IS PLENTIFUL

NURU YA UPENDO www.wingulamashahidi.org | 6

5.  Practical  Implications

Many people have already heard about Jesus; some have even
responded superficially but remain spiritually immature. Our role is to
help these believers move from being “name Christians” to fully
surrendered followers of Christ.

Theological points to consider:

Prevenient Grace: God has already worked in people’s lives through
past teaching and influence (John 4:38).

Partnership in Ministry: Evangelism is cooperative; we reap what
others have sown.

Kingdom Work Today: The modern church must engage in active
soul-winning, discipleship, and prayer for laborers, as the fields
remain vast and full of spiritual danger (Ephesians 6:12).
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6.  The  Call  to  Action

The message is clear: The work is great, the harvest is ready, but the
workers are few. Each believer must stand in their place, offering
themselves to God’s service, while also praying for others to be sent.
This dual approach—personal engagement and intercessory prayer—is
essential to advancing the Kingdom.

Ephesians 6:18–20 (ESV) reminds us:
“Praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication.
To that  end,  keep alert  with all  perseverance,  making supplication
for all  the saints,  and also for  me,  that  words may be given to me
in opening my mouth boldly to proclaim the mystery of the gospel.”

May the Lord strengthen us, uphold us, and abundantly bless all
laborers in His harvest.
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