Keys of Life, Death, and Hades

Shalom, beloved of God! Welcome as we study the Word of God.

On the island of Patmos, the Lord Jesus appeared to John while he was
exiled there and spoke many things to him, as we read in the Book of
Revelation. Among the words Jesus spoke were these:

Revelation 1:17-18

“When | saw Him, | fell at His feet as though dead. Then He placed
His right hand on me and said: ‘Do not be afraid. | am the First and
the Last.

I am the Living One; | was dead, and now look, | am alive for ever

and ever! And | hold the keys of death and Hades.””

The Meaning of the Keys

He who holds the keys has the authority to open and shut, to allow
entrance or deny it, to bind or to loose (cf. Matthew 16:19). Keys imply
the existence of doors or gates that control access. Spiritually, there are
three great gates in existence:
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1. The Gate of Death

2. The Gate of Hades (Hell)

3. The Gate of Eternal Life

1. The Gate of Death

The gate of death marks the final moment when a person leaves their
earthly body. It is the threshold between physical life and another realm
— a realm where one encounters realities unknown to the living, whether
blessed or dreadful.

Before Christ’s resurrection, those who passed through death’s gate
were eternally shut off from returning to earthly life. “It is appointed unto
men once to die, but after this the judgment” (Hebrews 9:27).

But when Jesus died and rose again, He broke the power of death and
seized its keys. He was the “firstborn from the dead” (Colossians 1:18),
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and even at His resurrection “many bodies of the saints who had fallen
asleep were raised” (Matthew 27:52-53). This demonstrated that through
Him, the dead could live again.

2. The Gate of Hades

The second gate is entered after death by those who die in their sins
without repentance. Having passed through the gate of death, they
descend into Hades — a place of torment and separation from God (cf.
Luke 16:23-24, the rich man and Lazarus).

Before Christ, there was no hope of escape. But now Christ holds the
keys, and one day all in Hades will be summoned for judgment:
John 5:28-29

“Do not marvel at this, for the hour is coming when all who are in
the graves will hear His voice and come forth — those who have
done good, to the resurrection of life, and those who have done
evil, to the resurrection of condemnation.”

Revelation 20:13 confirms:
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“The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and Death and Hades
gave up the dead that were in them, and each person was judged
according to what they had done.”

Hades’ gates are at work even now, luring many into destruction. Satan
and his hosts labor tirelessly to drag multitudes toward eternal
separation from God (1 Peter 5:8).

3. The Gate of Eternal Life

This is the most glorious gate for mankind. Unlike the other gates, you
don’t need to die to enter it. This gate opens now, in this life, while you
still breathe.

Jesus declared:
Luke 13:24-27

“Strive to enter through the narrow door, for many, | tell you, will
seek to enter and will not be able... Once the master of the house
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has risen and shut the door, you will stand outside and knock,
saying, ‘Lord, open to us.” Then He will answer, ‘I do not know
where you come from... Depart from me, all you workers of evil!””

This gate remains open today. Through faith and obedience to Christ’s
Word, we may enter. But a time will come when the door will close.
Those who continually reject the gospel may find that their hearts
harden to the point of no return (Hebrews 3:15).

Jesus, the Good Shepherd, holds this gate and has entrusted its keys to
His servants:
John 20:21-23

“As the Father has sent Me, | also send you... Receive the Holy
Spirit. If you forgive anyone’s sins, they are forgiven; if you do not
forgive them, they are not forgiven.”

Rejecting the gospel message from a Spirit-sent servant can lead to a
“shut door,” leaving the unrepentant in spiritual darkness (Matthew
10:14-15).
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Christ’s Promise of Victory

Jesus told Peter:
Matthew 16:18-19

“On this rock | will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall
not prevail against it. | will give you the keys of the kingdom of
heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and
whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.”

Peter represents all who are set apart to proclaim Christ. The church,
built on the foundation of Christ, cannot be overcome by the gates of
death or Hades.

A Call to Decision

Dear friend, eternal life is available only through Jesus Christ. He alone
holds the keys of life, death, and Hades. Accept Him, and the gates of
Hades will not overcome you. Reject Him, and death and Hades await.
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John 10:9:

“I am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved and will go
in and out and find pasture.”

Choose life today — enter through the narrow gate. Share this message
with others, for Christ still says, “Behold, | stand at the door and
knock...” (Revelation 3:20).

Share on:
WhatsApp
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