
What Is a “Pot” in the Bible?(Job 41:20, 31; Judges 6:19)

NURU YA UPENDO www.wingulamashahidi.org | 1

Pot used for boiling or preparing food. In biblical times, such pots were
essential household tools. They were used for cooking meat, grains,
vegetables, and even for preparing offerings.

In Scripture, the term appears in both literal and symbolic ways,
depending on the context. Let’s look at some examples:

1. Daily Use – Cooking and Provision
Numbers 11:7–8 

“The manna looked like small  coriander seeds,  and it  was pale
yellow like gum resin.  The people would go out  and gather it  from
the ground.  They made flour by grinding it  with hand mills  or
pounding it  in  mortars.  Then they boiled it  in  a  pot  and made it
into flat  cakes.  These cakes tasted like pastries baked with olive
oil.”

Theological Insight:
The “Pot” here represents God’s provision. It was through this simple
cooking pot that the miraculous manna was turned into edible food. Just
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like today, God provides not only what we need but also the means to
prepare and enjoy it.

2. Hospitality and Sacrifice
Judges 6:19 

“So Gideon went into his  house and prepared a young goat  and
unleavened cakes from an ephah of  flour.  The meat he put  in a
basket,  and the broth he put  in a pot,  and brought them to him
under the terebinth and presented them.”

Theological Insight:
Gideon’s use of the pot to prepare a meal for the Angel of the Lord is an
act of worship and hospitality. The Pot here becomes a tool of sacred
offering. God often meets people through ordinary acts of devotion—like
cooking a meal. This passage also reflects the principle of giving the
best to God.
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3. Symbol of Power and Chaos
Job 41:20 

“Smoke streams from its nostrils like steam from a pot heated over
burning rushes.”

Job 41:31 

“He makes the deep boil  like a pot ;  he makes the sea like a pot of
ointment.”

Theological Insight:
These verses describe Leviathan, a powerful sea creature symbolic of
chaos and evil. The boiling pot image paints a picture of fierce,
uncontrollable energy. Here, the “Pot” becomes a metaphor for the
turmoil and fear that only God can tame. It reminds us of God’s absolute
sovereignty—even over the forces of destruction.
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Conclusion:
The “Pot” in the Bible is more than just a cooking pot. It symbolizes
God’s provision, our response in worship, and divine control over
chaos. Whether used to feed a family, honor God, or depict power, it
teaches us that even the most ordinary items can carry deep spiritual
meaning when seen through the lens of Scripture.

Shalom.
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