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In the biblical context, the team “limbs” or “parts of the body”) is
used to refer to the physical components of both humans and
animals—for example, the hands, feet, or overall bodily structure.
This term, while not directly found in many English translations,
conveys the idea of the body’s components that are subject to
weakness, suffering, and even divine judgment.

Scriptural Examples 

Job 17:7
 “My eye is dim with grief,  and all  my members are as a
shadow.”

In this verse, the imagery of dim eyes and shadow-like members
reflects the deep sorrow and physical decline that accompanies
intense suffering. It suggests that the human body—its “limbs”
—mirrors the inner pain and fading vitality of the person
undergoing extreme distress.
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Job 18:13
“It  devours the members of his skin; even the firstborn of
death consumes his limbs.”

Here, the reference to “members” or body parts emphasizes the
destructive power of death and affliction. The imagery serves as a
sobering reminder of the fragility of human life and the profound
impact of divine judgment or the consequence of living under a
fallen condition.

Job 41:12
“I will  not discuss his limbs, nor his power, nor his
comeliness.”

This verse, referring to a mighty creature (often as Leviathan),
uses the idea of physical parts to underline the creature’s
immense strength and the indescribable nature of divine or
created power. In doing so, it invites reflection on the limits of
human understanding when confronted with the fullness of God’s
creation and majesty.
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Theological Reflection

The Body as a Reflection of Human Condition:
The repeated use of physical imagery—whether in describing
human suffering or the formidable aspects of
creation—underscores a key theological theme: the human
body is not only a vessel for life but also an indicator of our
spiritual and moral state. In times of affliction, the weakening or
shadow-like state of one’s body (the limbs) speaks to the
deeper pain and loss experienced internally.

Divine Judgment and Redemption:
The vulnerability of the body, as highlighted in these passages,
also points to the broader biblical narrative of mortality and
redemption. While the physical body is subject to decay and
hardship (a consequence of living in a fallen world), the New
Testament—particularly in teachings about the
resurrection—offers hope that the impermanent nature of our
“via” will be transformed into something eternal and glorified.
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Anthropological Significance:
By drawing attention to body parts, these verses encourage
believers to consider the holistic nature of humanity. The
physical, emotional, and spiritual dimensions are deeply
interconnected in biblical theology, reminding us that caring for
our bodies is part of honoring God’s creation, while also
pointing to our need for spiritual renewal.

Summary

In summary, the term limbs in these biblical passages  focuses on
the physical components—limbs or members—of the body. The
theological teaching emerging from its usage highlights
humanity’s fragility in the face of suffering and divine judgment,
while simultaneously pointing toward the hope of transformation
and redemption offered by God.

Shalom.
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