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Greed is an excessive and selfish desire for material wealth, power, or
resources, which often results in neglecting the well-being of others.
Biblically, greed is described as an attitude that prioritizes self-interest
over love, generosity, and fairness. It’s a sin that hinders our
relationship with God and others, as it replaces trust in God with trust
in possessions and status.

Theological  Insight:

In Christian theology, greed is considered a form of idolatry. It reflects
a heart that places its security and identity in things, rather than in
God. Jesus frequently warns against the dangers of greed, not only
because it leads to unethical actions but because it distorts our
understanding of what truly matters in life.

Proverbs 21:26 (NIV):

“Some people are always greedy for  more,  but  the righteous give
without sparing.”

This verse contrasts the greedy with the righteous. While the greedy are
focused on accumulating more for themselves, the righteous find joy in
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giving to others. It highlights a central theme in the Bible: generosity
reflects the heart of God, who is self-giving and merciful.

Theological  Insight:

Proverbs teaches that those who hoard wealth and possessions do so in
vain. The righteous, however, understand that true wealth is found in
sharing and living in a way that reflects God’s generosity. This is the
way we are called to live as stewards of God’s resources.

Jesus’  Warning  Against  Greed:

In Luke 12:13-21, Jesus gives a clear warning against the dangers of
greed:

Luke 12:13-15 (NIV)

13 “Someone in the crowd said to Him, ‘Teacher, tell my brother to
divide the inheritance with me.’
14 Jesus replied,  ‘Man,  who appointed me a judge or an arbitrator
between you?’
15 Then He said to them, ‘Watch out!  Be on your guard against  all
kinds of  greed;  life  does not  consist  in  an abundance of
possessions.'”
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Jesus uses this moment to teach that life is not defined by material
wealth, no matter how abundant. He does not see His role as a worldly
judge over family disputes; rather, He challenges us to examine the
deeper issues of the heart—specifically, the hold that greed can have on
our lives.

Luke 12:16-21 (NIV)

16 And He told them this  parable:  ‘The ground of  a  certain rich
man produced a good crop.
17 He thought to himself, ‘What shall I do? I have no place to store
my crops.’
18 Then he said,  ‘This  is  what I’ll  do.  I’ll  tear down my barns and
build bigger ones,  and there I’ll  store all  my grain and goods.
19 And I’ll  say to myself,  “You have plenty of  grain laid up for
many years.  Take life  easy;  eat,  drink,  and be merry.”
20 But God said to him, ‘You fool!  This  very night  your life  will  be
demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for
yourself?’
21 This  is  how it  will  be with whoever stores up things for
themselves but  is  not  rich toward God.'”
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The rich man in the parable represents anyone who seeks security in
wealth or material gain rather than in God. The focus on storing up
wealth for oneself is a stark reminder that our time on earth is limited.
The man’s greed led him to neglect what truly matters: a relationship
with God and a life of generosity. The ultimate question is not how much
we accumulate, but how we live in accordance with God’s will. In verse
21, Jesus emphasizes that those who hoard wealth for themselves,
without seeking to honor God, are spiritually impoverished.

Jesus teaches that greed blinds us to the transient nature of worldly
possessions. When we focus too much on material things, we lose sight
of the eternal. The message is clear: our lives are not measured by what
we possess but by our relationship with God and our willingness to
share with others.

Greed  in  the  Last  Days:

In 2 Timothy 3:2, Paul prophesies that in the last days, people will be
lovers of money and lovers of themselves:

2 Timothy 3:2 (NIV)
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“People will  be lovers of  themselves,  lovers of  money,  boastful,
proud,  abusive,  disobedient  to their  parents,  ungrateful,  unholy.”

This passage speaks of the sinful attitudes that will dominate human
hearts in the end times. Greed, rooted in selfishness, is one of these
attitudes. It’s a sign of the times we live in—where personal gain and
self-interest often take precedence over communal well-being and love
for others.

Paul’s warning highlights the destructive nature of greed, not just in
individual lives but in society as a whole. The more we focus on
ourselves and our own desires, the more we lose sight of God’s
purposes. Greed makes us self-centered and idolatrous, replacing the
worship of God with the worship of material wealth.

We must regularly examine our own hearts to ensure that we are not
being driven by greed. Jesus calls us to be selfless and content, to trust
in God’s provision rather than in our own accumulation of wealth. God
has blessed us to be a blessing to others, and we should live with an
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open hand, sharing with those in need. The things of this world are
temporary, and our true riches are found in our relationship with God.

Psalm 10:3 (NIV)

“For the wicked man boasts  of  his  heart’s  desires;  he blesses the
greedy and reviles  the Lord.”

This verse reminds us that greed is not only a moral issue, but also a
spiritual one. The greedy person ultimately rejects God’s sovereignty
and chooses to worship their own desires instead.

Shalom.

Please share this message with others!
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