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Understanding  Godl iness

1 Timothy 2:10 –  “but,  which is  proper for  women professing
godliness,  with good works.”

The word “godliness” in Greek is eusebeia, which refers to reverence or
piety toward God. It’s not merely an outward religious appearance but a
lifestyle that reflects an inner devotion to God. Godliness means living in
a way that honors God in thought, action, and appearance.

Just as the word “eating” is derived from the act of “eating food,”
godliness is derived from the act of fearing God — living in awe and
submission to His will.

2.  The  Context  of  1  Timothy  2:9–10

Paul writes to Timothy regarding conduct in the church, particularly
addressing women’s behavior and appearance:

1 Timothy 2:9–10 –
“in like manner also,  that  the women adorn themselves in  modest
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apparel,  with propriety and moderation,  not  with braided hair  or
gold or  pearls  or  costly  clothing,
but,  which is  proper for  women professing godliness,  with good
works.”

Paul is not condemning beauty or clothing itself but is calling for a heart-
centered modesty. Women who profess to worship God should reflect His
character, prioritizing inner beauty — humility, self-control, and good
works — over outward adornment.

3.  Modesty  and  Hol iness

The call to modesty is about more than clothing — it’s about identity and
witness. A godly woman recognizes that her body is a temple of the Holy
Spirit:

1 Corinthians 6:19–20 –
“Or do you not know that your body is  the temple of  the Holy Spirit
who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not your own?
For you were bought at  a  price;  therefore glorify  God in your body
and in your spirit,  which are God’s.”
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This means our freedom is not about pleasing ourselves but about
honoring the One who redeemed us. Choices in dress, makeup, and
behavior should reflect this reverence.

4.  The  Danger  of  Cultural  Conformity

In today’s world, fashion and beauty standards often contradict biblical
values. While culture encourages self-expression and physical
enhancement, Scripture warns against worldliness:

Romans 12:2 –
“And do not  be conformed to this  world,  but  be transformed by the
renewing of  your  mind,  that  you may prove what is  that  good and
acceptable and perfect  will  of  God.”

When women (or men) seek to draw attention to themselves through
appearance rather than good works, it shifts the focus away from Christ.

5.  True  Evidence  of  Salvation

Attending church or participating in ministry does not automatically
reflect true faith. Jesus warned that outward actions without inner
transformation are meaningless:



What Is Godliness? 1 Timothy 2:10

NURU YA UPENDO www.wingulamashahidi.org | 4

Matthew 7:21 –
“Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom
of heaven,  but  he who does the will  of  My Father  in  heaven.”

Godliness is marked by obedience and holiness, not just performance or
appearance.

6.  A  Cal l  to  Repentance  and  New  Life

If you realize that your lifestyle does not reflect godliness, this is a
moment of grace — an invitation to turn to Christ. Genuine salvation
transforms every part of us: how we think, act, and present ourselves.

2 Corinthians 5:17 –
“Therefore,  if  anyone is  in  Christ,  he is  a  new creation;  old things
have passed away;  behold,  all  things have become new.”

Repent, believe in the Gospel, be baptized (Acts 2:38), and allow the
Holy Spirit to renew your life. Let your outward life be a testimony to the
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inward change Christ brings.

Maranatha — the Lord is coming!
Let us be found holy, modest, and godly when He returns

Share on:
WhatsApp


