
QUESTION: Why does the Bible keep mentioning the gold of
Ophir? What’s its significance?
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In the Bible, Ophir is often mentioned as a place rich in resources,
particularly known for its gold and precious stones. Historically,
Ophir was a trading hub, likely located somewhere in the Arabian
Peninsula or beyond, known for its valuable commodities. It was
the source of the wealth used by King Solomon to build the
Temple (1 Kings 10:22). Ophir became synonymous with rare,
pure, and costly treasures.

In modern terms, we might think of it as referring to the gold of
Geita or the Tanzanite from Mererani, precious materials known
for their uniqueness and value. In ancient times, the gold of Ophir
was seen as particularly distinguished.

Key  Bible  References:

 

1 Kings 9:28 – “They sailed to Ophir, brought back 420 talents
of gold, and delivered it  to King Solomon.”

This verse illustrates how Solomon’s wealth was partly due to the
gold brought from Ophir, showcasing the region’s abundance.
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1 Kings 10:11 – “The ships of Hiram that brought gold from
Ophir also brought great quantities of almug wood and
precious stones.”

Ophir’s trade wasn’t limited to gold. It also provided other
valuable goods, adding to its status as a rich and important trade
destination.

1 Kings 22:48 – “Jehoshaphat built  ships to go to Ophir for
gold, but they never made the journey because the ships
were wrecked at Ezion Geber.”

This verse emphasizes the importance of Ophir’s gold, as
Jehoshaphat’s failed attempt to retrieve it signifies the high value
and importance of this resource.

Job 22:24 – “Lay your treasure in the dust,  and the gold of
Ophir among the stones of the stream.”
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In Job, the “gold of Ophir” is used metaphorically to indicate how
even the most precious things in life like wealth are insignificant
in the face of divine wisdom and purity.

Additionally, Job 28:16 compares wisdom to the “gold of Ophir,”
underscoring the idea that some things, though rare and
valuable, cannot be compared to true, godly wisdom.

Theological  Significance:

The repeated references to Ophir point to several key theological
themes:

God’s Provision and Sovereignty: The wealth Solomon received
from Ophir was not accidental. It was God who provided these
resources (1 Kings 10:22), demonstrating His sovereignty in
controlling all aspects of the earth’s wealth and resources. This
reminds believers that everything of value on earth is ultimately
under God’s authority.

The Value of Spiritual Riches Over Earthly Treasures: In Job 22:24,
the gold of Ophir is presented as something to be set aside in
favor of God’s true wisdom. Throughout Scripture, wealth is often
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shown as fleeting and ultimately less valuable than spiritual
growth and understanding (Matthew 6:19-21). This connects to
the idea that while Ophir’s gold was highly prized, there is
something infinitely more precious the wisdom that comes from
knowing and fearing God.

God’s Judgment and the Rarity of True Righteousness: The gold of
Ophir also comes into play in Isaiah 13, where the prophet
describes the “Day of the Lord.” God’s judgment will be so severe
that people will become more scarce than even the rarest
treasures, like Ophir’s gold. This alludes to the rarity of
righteousness in the world at the time of judgment, as God will
purge the earth of sin and unrighteousness.

Isaiah’s  Prophecy  and  the  Day  of  the  Lord:

Isaiah’s prophecy in Isaiah 13:9-13 speaks of a coming judgment
so severe that it will be as though the most valuable and rare
resources like the gold of Ophir will be harder to find than human
life. People will become “rarer than pure gold,” emphasizing how
human lives will be decimated under God’s wrath for their
sinfulness.

Let’s read Isaiah 13:9-13 in full:
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Isaiah 13:9-13

“See, the day of the Lord is coming cruel,  with wrath and
fierce anger to make the land desolate and destroy the
sinners within it.
The stars of heaven and their  constellations will  not show
their light;  the sun will  be darkened at its rising, and the
moon will  not give its light.
I  will  punish the world for its evil,  the wicked for their  sin;  I
will  put an end to the arrogance of the haughty, and will
humble the pride of the ruthless.
I will  make people scarcer than pure gold, more rare than the
gold of Ophir.
Therefore I  will  shake the heavens, and the earth will  move
from its place at the wrath of the Lord Almighty, in the day of
his burning anger.”

This passage uses the gold of Ophir as a symbol of something
extraordinarily rare and precious something that would be more
difficult to find than human beings in the time of God’s judgment.
Isaiah points to a day when God will judge sin so severely that the
earth will be utterly shaken, and life will be drastically reduced.
Just as gold from Ophir was highly sought after, human life itself
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will become a rarity when God’s wrath is poured out.

The  Rapture  and  Hope  for  Believers:

While this prophecy of destruction is sobering, theologically we
must recognize the hope for believers. The Bible speaks of the
rapture the moment when Christ will return to take His faithful
followers from the earth before His judgment is poured out on the
wicked (1 Thessalonians 4:16-17).

This event, also referred to as the blessed hope (Titus 2:13),
means that before the day of the Lord, true believers will be
taken up to be with Christ, escaping the coming wrath. This is
why it’s crucial for Christians to be ready, as 1 Thessalonians 5:3
warns:

“While people are saying, ‘Peace and safety,’  destruction will
come on them suddenly, as labor pains on a pregnant woman,
and they will  not escape.”

Conclusion  and  Application:
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In light of the coming day of judgment, this message calls us to
prepare. Just as the gold of Ophir was rare and highly prized,
righteousness and salvation through Jesus Christ are infinitely
more precious. We should strive to seek wisdom and
righteousness, not storing up treasures on earth, but laying up
treasures in heaven (Matthew 6:19-21).

The ultimate question for us is whether we are ready for the
return of the Lord, knowing that the Day of the Lord will be a time
of both judgment and deliverance for His people. Let us look to
the Lord, trust in His provision, and make sure that we are living
in His salvation. Even if the rapture were to happen tonight, we
must be sure that we will be caught up with Him, avoiding the
wrath to come.

Shalom.
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