
What Does the Word “embark” Mean in the Bible

NURU YA UPENDO www.wingulamashahidi.org | 1

In the Bible, embark often appears in the context of missionary
travel, especially during the journeys of the Apostle Paul.
Theologically, it signifies more than just travel; it reflects the
movement of the gospel, the calling of believers to go into the
world, and sometimes even suffering in obedience to God’s
mission.

Let’s explore several key passages where this concept is used,

1. Acts 20:13

“We went on ahead to the ship and sailed for Assos, where we
were going to take Paul aboard. He had made this
arrangement because he was going there on foot.”

Here, embark refers to Paul’s companions boarding a ship to
meet him at Assos, while Paul chose to walk. Theologically, this
moment reveals Paul’s intentional leadership—he sometimes
separated himself for reflection or prayer, even while staying fully
engaged in the mission.
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2. Acts 21:1
“After we had torn ourselves away from them, we put out to
sea and sailed straight to Cos. The next day we went to
Rhodes and from there to Patara.”

Here, “put out to sea” shows embark as the beginning of another
stage of Paul’s journey. These continual departures symbolize
how the early church was never stagnant—mission work was
dynamic, always moving outward (cf. Matthew 28:19).

3. Acts 27:1–2
“When it  was decided that we would sail  for Italy,  Paul and
some other prisoners were handed over to a centurion named
Julius,  who belonged to the Imperial  Regiment.  We boarded a
ship from Adramyttium about to sail  for ports along the coast
of the province of Asia,  and we put out to sea.”

Here, Paul embarks as a prisoner on his way to Rome.
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Theologically, this journey reminds us that God’s purpose is not
hindered by suffering. Even as a prisoner, Paul remained a
witness, fulfilling God’s plan to testify in Rome (cf. Acts 23:11).

4. Acts 28:10–11
“They honored us in many ways; and when we were ready to
sail,  they furnished us with the supplies we needed. After
three months we put out to sea in a ship that had wintered in
the island—it was an Alexandrian ship with the figurehead of
the twin gods Castor and Pollux.”

Here, embark again involves preparation and support from others
as Paul continues his journey. Theologically, it shows how God
often provides through the kindness of others, even in unfamiliar
places (cf. Philippians 4:19).

Theological Summary:
In the Bible, embark is more than just a travel word. It represents:

Obedience to God’s calling (Acts 13:2–3)



What Does the Word “embark” Mean in the Bible

NURU YA UPENDO www.wingulamashahidi.org | 4

Endurance in hardship for the sake of the gospel (Acts 27)

Faith in God’s providence during uncertain journeys (Acts 28)

The unstoppable advance of the Kingdom of God through faithful witnesses

Just as Paul embarked again and again, believers today are also
called to “embark” on God’s mission—sometimes in comfort,
sometimes in chains, but always with purpose.

Shalom.
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