What is Noeli, and Does the Term Appear in the Bible?

The term “Noel” is derived from the Latin word “natalis”, which
means “birth day.” Specifically, it refers to the birth day of the King
of the world, Jesus Christ. In French, the term can either mean

“good news” or be used to describe the Christmas season itself.

You've likely encountered the term “Noeli” in various contexts—whether
as a person’s name or as part of the popular carol “The First Noel”. If
you’'re unfamiliar with the carol or would like to hear its melody, you

can listen to it here.

In short, Noel signifies celebrating or announcing the good news of the
birth of Jesus. Whenever you hear this term, it is a reminder of Jesus’
birth or the broader Christmas season, which is observed on
December 25th.

Does the Word ‘Noel’ Appear in the Bible?

It’s important to note that the term “Noel” itself is not found in the
Bible. The celebration of Jesus’ birth and its significance is mentioned
in the Scriptures, but the term “Noel” or “Christmas” was developed
much later, primarily in church traditions and liturgies. The word

“Noel” is most commonly used in older Christian liturgical settings,


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mawwURNqPC0

especially in Catholic, Anglican, and Lutheran denominations.

The Bible does not provide specific instructions on the celebration of
Jesus’ birth or mandate the observance of Christmas on December
25th. The date itself was chosen centuries after Christ’s birth, likely to
coincide with existing pagan festivals like Saturnalia, a Roman holiday
celebrating the winter solstice. The early Christians used this time to
honor Christ’s birth.

Is It a Requirement for Christians to Celebrate Christmas?

The Bible does not command Christians to celebrate Christmas or
observe Noeli. However, many Christians around the world choose to
celebrate it as a time to reflect on and honor the incarnation of
Christ—the moment when God took on human form in Jesus to bring

salvation to humanity.

The fact that Jesus’ actual birth date is unknown (and December
25th is not biblically confirmed as His birthdate) means that the
celebration of Christmas is more of a tradition than a biblical
command. For many, it is a joyful occasion for family gatherings, gift-
giving, and sharing the message of Jesus’ love and salvation with
others.



Despite the lack of direct biblical support for the December 25th
observance, the focus on Jesus’ birth, His mission, and the good
news of salvation is what gives the celebration its significance in
Christian faith.

The Origin of December 25th as Christmas

The exact origin of celebrating Jesus’ birth on December 25th is
uncertain, but it was officially established in the 4th century. Before
this, the early Church did not observe a specific day for Christ’s birth. It
is believed that Constantine, the first Christian Roman emperor,
officially designated December 25th as the celebration of Jesus’ birth to
Christianize the Roman winter solstice festival. This helped shift the

focus from pagan celebrations to the birth of Christ.

It wasn’t until much later that the celebration of Christmas became a
global tradition, spreading through Christian communities worldwide,

with varying cultural practices associated with the season.

Conclusion:

In conclusion, while “Noel” does not appear in the Bible, it is a term

that Christians use to refer to the celebration of Jesus Christ’s birth. It



is more of a cultural and liturgical tradition than a biblical mandate.
The date of December 25th was chosen for practical reasons, aligning
with the timing of pre-existing festivals. Though celebrating Christmas
is not a biblical requirement, it offers an opportunity for Christians to
reflect on the miraculous event of God’s incarnation and His gift of

salvation to humanity.

God bless you.

Feel free to share this with others as we celebrate the season of Christ’s

birth and reflect on its deeper meaning.



