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Question:

Shalom, beloved brothers and sisters! Why did Jesus forbid His
disciples—like Peter—from telling others that He was the Christ,
as we read in Matthew 16:20?

Answer:
This is a wise and insightful question that touches on an
important part of Christ’s earthly mission. Let’s unpack it step by
step, starting with the passage itself.

1.  The  Passage  in  Context  –  Matthew  16:13–20

“When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi,  he
asked his disciples,  ‘Who do people say the Son of Man is?’”
They replied, ‘Some say John the Baptist;  others say Elijah;
and still  others,  Jeremiah or one of the prophets.’
‘But what about you?’ he asked. ‘Who do you say I  am?’
Simon Peter answered, ‘You are the Messiah, the Son of the
living God.’
Jesus replied, ‘Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this
was not revealed to you by flesh and blood, but by my Father
in heaven…’
Then he ordered his disciples not to tell  anyone that he was
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the Messiah.”  (Matthew 16:13–17, 20

Peter had just made a powerful declaration that Jesus is the
Messiah (Christ) and the Son of God. But surprisingly, Jesus tells
them not to share this revelation with others—yet.

Why would Jesus command silence about something so
important?

2.  Why  Jesus  Forbade  Public  Proclamation  of  His  Messiah  ship

A. His Mission Was Not Yet Complete

Jesus was progressively revealing His identity and mission. At that
point in His ministry, He had not yet suffered, died, and
resurrected—which were essential elements of His role as the
true Messiah.

The Jews at the time expected a political or military savior, not a suffering
servant (Isaiah 53:3–5).

If the disciples had declared Jesus as “the Christ” prematurely, it could have
caused political uprisings or misunderstood expectations of who He was.
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Jesus Himself explained that He “must suffer many things… and
be killed and on the third day be raised to life” (Matthew 16:21).
Without this part of the mission fulfilled, the message of who He
truly is would have been incomplete and misleading.

B. Jesus Was Avoiding Misguided Fame

Throughout the Gospels, Jesus often tells people not to spread
news about His miracles or identity.

Matthew 8:4 – “Then Jesus said to him, ‘See that you don’t tell anyone. But go,
show yourself to the priest…’”

Mark 3:11–12– “Whenever the impure spirits saw him, they fell down before him
and cried out, ‘You are the Son of God.’ But he gave them strict orders not to tell
others about him.”

This wasn’t fear or secrecy. It was strategic timing. His goal was
not to attract attention for fame, miracles, or popular acclaim, but
to fulfill the Father’s will—leading to the cross.

3.  The  Pattern  of  Divine  Timing  in  Jesus’  Ministry

One of the clearest moments comes during the Transfiguration.
After Peter, James, and John saw Jesus glorified, He said:
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“Don’t tell  anyone what you have seen, until  the Son of Man
has been raised from the dead.”
(Matthew 17:9

This shows the consistent pattern: Revelation must follow
resurrection.

4.  Fulfillment  in  the  Resurrection  and  Great  Commission

After Jesus rose from the dead, the command to keep silent was
lifted. That’s when we see:

Matthew 28:18–19 – “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations…”

Acts 1:8– “You will be my witnesses… to the ends of the earth.”

Jesus’ identity could now be proclaimed openly and boldly
because the full gospel—the life, death, and resurrection of
Christ—had been revealed.
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5.  A  Lesson  in  God’s  Timing

This pattern teaches us an important spiritual principle: not every
truth is meant to be revealed immediately. Even in our lives and
ministries, God sometimes calls us to wait for the right time
before stepping out or speaking up.

Just like Jesus waited until the mission was complete, we must
also follow the Spirit’s guidance in revealing and sharing what He
entrusts to us.

Jesus told His disciples not to reveal that He was the Christ
because His mission was not yet complete. He needed to suffer,
die, and rise again—only then could the full truth about who He is
be shared. After the resurrection, the command changed. Now,
we are instructed to boldly proclaim Jesus to all nations.

“What I  tell  you in the dark, speak in the daylight;  what is
whispered in your ear,  proclaim from the rooftops.”
(Matthew 10:27
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Let us now fulfill this calling joyfully and without hesitation.

May the Lord bless you as you grow in His Word and truth.
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