The Apostle Paul, reflecting on his own ministry and that of his
companions, spoke about the difficult and often perilous path of
serving God. Despite the struggles they faced, he described the
life of a servant of God as being on display, almost like a public
spectacle. Here’s what he wrote:

1 Corinthians 4:9

(NKJV): “For | think that God has displayed us, the apostles,
last, as men condemned to death; for we have become a
spectacle to the world, both to angels and to men.”

Paul compares the life of a servant of God to that of those who
were brought into the arena for public spectacle, where they
suffered persecution and even death for the sake of Christ. He
lists some of the hardships they endured: hunger, thirst, being
beaten, and having no place to call home. Despite all this, they
remained faithful, blessing those who reviled them and enduring
hardship with patience.

Theological Reflection: The Cost of Discipleship



In this passage, Paul highlights the sacrificial nature of
discipleship. The early Christians understood that following Jesus
meant embracing suffering. Jesus Himself spoke about the cost of
discipleship in

Luke 9:23 (NIV):

“Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and
take up their cross daily and follow me.”

This means that the call to follow Christ is not one of comfort but
of sacrifice, where believers often face persecution for the sake of
the gospel.

Paul further writes that they are not just enduring physical
suffering, but they are also enduring emotional and spiritual
hardship. They were being mocked and dishonored for preaching
Christ, but Paul reminds them that their reward is not of this
world, but of eternal value.

Public Spectacles of the Ancient World



In the past, public spectacles in ancient times used to take place
in very large arenas, where people would watch brutal, life-and-
death combat. These events weren't like the sports games we see
today. They involved violent, life-threatening battles where the
participants often faced either gladiators or wild animals. The
Christians of the early church were sometimes thrown into these
arenas, forced to face brutal fighters or savage beasts. The
crowds would watch as they were persecuted, ridiculed, and killed
for their faith. It was like watching a football match, but with
much higher stakes—the life of the believer was on the line.

Theological Insight: The Value of Suffering for Christ

This spectacle-like treatment of the early Christians points us to

Philippians 1:29

(NIV): “For it has been granted to you on behalf of Christ not
only to believe in him, but also to suffer for him.”

Suffering for Christ is not an accident or something to be avoided,
but a privilege granted to believers. It is a sign of our union with



Christ and a means of sharing in His sufferings for the sake of the
gospel.

Today, as believers, we too are sometimes put on display. Our
faith is often challenged and mocked, and in some parts of the
world, it can even lead to death. But just as the crowds of old
would watch the spectacle of gladiatorial combat, so too does the
world observe us as we live out our faith. Paul said, “We die daily”
(1 Corinthians 15:31 KJV).

Why Does God Allow Suffering?

This question might come to mind as we reflect on the suffering
of God’s servants. The answer, however, is twofold. First, as
servants of God, we must understand that the path we walk is not
easy. Insults, mockery, persecution, and sometimes even death
are part of the cost of following Christ. Jesus Himself warned us of
these hardships:

Luke 6:22-23 (NIV):

“Blessed are you when people hate you, when they exclude
you and insult you and reject your name as evil, because of



the Son of Man. Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, because
great is your reward in heaven. For that is how their
ancestors treated the prophets.”

Jesus assures us that while the world may mock and persecute us,
there is great reward in heaven for those who endure. So, if you
are suffering for your faith, rejoice, for the kingdom of heaven
belongs to you.

Theological Reflection: The Paradox of Suffering and Reward

The paradox here is clear: suffering is not only inevitable for
those who follow Christ, but it is also a means of eternal reward.
Jesus Himself pointed to this paradox in

Matthew 5:10-12 (NIV):

“Blessed are those who are persecuted because of
righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed
are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say
all kinds of evil against you because of me. Rejoice and be
glad, because great is your reward in heaven.”



The reward for suffering for Christ is greater than any earthly

suffering we face.

However, for those who hear the gospel and reject it, mocking or
even laughing at the truth, Jesus had a stern warning:

Matthew 10:14-15 (NKJV): “

And whoever will not receive you nor hear your words, when
you depart from that house or city, shake off the dust from
your feet. Assuredly, | say to you, it will be more tolerable for
the land of Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of judgment than
for that city.”

For those who dismiss the message of the gospel and mock those
who preach it, the consequences are severe. Jesus warned that

the judgment would be greater for those who reject His message
than for the infamous cities of Sodom and Gomorrah, which were

destroyed for their sin.

Theological Insight: The Weight of Rejecting the Gospel



Rejecting the gospel is not a light matter. In

John 3:18 (NIV),

Jesus says, “Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but
whoever does not believe stands condemned already because
they have not believed in the name of God’s one and only

n

Son.

Those who reject Christ are under condemnation, and Jesus
makes it clear that rejecting the gospel will result in judgment
that is worse than that faced by Sodom and Gomorrah.

Jesus also warned that those who know His will but refuse to act
on it would face even greater judgment:

Luke 12:47-48 (NIV):

The servant who knows the master’s will and does not get
ready or does not do what the master wants will be beaten



with many blows. But the one who does not know and does
things deserving punishment will be beaten with few blows.
From everyone who has been given much, much will be
demanded; and from the one who has been entrusted with
much, much more will be asked.”

As Christians, we are called to live according to God’s will, and
those who are aware of what God expects from them but refuse
to follow it will face harsher judgment. To whom much is given,
much is required.

Where Will You Stand?

The servants of God are facing challenges, persecutions, and
even death for their faith. If they are enduring such suffering,
what about you, who has heard the gospel and rejected it? Where
will you stand when you are judged?

As the Apostle Peter said:

1 Peter 4:15-17 (NIV):



“If you suffer, it should not be as a murderer or thief or any
other kind of criminal, or even as a meddler. However, if you
suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise God that
you bear that name. For it is time for judgment to begin with
God’'s household; and if it begins with us, what will the
outcome be for those who do not obey the gospel of God?”

Remember, heaven is not for the cowardly or for those who take
salvation lightly. If you claim to follow Christ but do not truly live
for Him, your salvation is in jeopardy. Even if you were baptized
or gave your life to Jesus at some point, if you have not truly
followed Him, you will not inherit the kingdom of God.

Maranatha (The Lord is coming).

Please share this message with others, so they too may
understand the cost of following Christ and the reward that awaits
those who endure to the end.
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