God Does Not Hesitate to Assure the Wicked of Protection

Many people are troubled when they see the wicked prosper and
live in peace while the righteous suffer. But Scripture shows us
that God, in His sovereign wisdom, sometimes allows even the
wicked to experience protection, success, and long life. This is not
because He condones sin, but because He is patient, giving space
for repentance (2 Peter 3:9). The story of Cain illustrates this well.

1. Cain’s Protection After Murder

After Cain killed his brother Abel, God cursed him, declaring that
he would become a fugitive and a wanderer on the earth. But
when Cain cried out, fearing for his life, God responded—not with
more punishment, but with protection:

Genesis 4:14-15 (NKJV):

“Surely You have driven me out this day from the face of the
ground; | shall be hidden from Your face; | shall be a fugitive
and a vagabond on the earth, and it will happen that anyone
who finds me will kill me.”



And the Lord said to him, “Therefore, whoever kills Cain,
vengeance shall be taken on him sevenfold.” And the Lord set
a mark on Cain, lest anyone finding him should kill him.

Though Cain committed the first murder in human history, God
still placed a mark on him to shield him from harm. This sevenfold
vengeance meant severe punishment on anyone who took justice
into their own hands. This act reveals God’s attribute of divine
restraint and forbearance (Romans 2:4), even toward sinners.

It's important to note: Cain did not repent. He feared the
consequences, but not the sin itself. Yet still, God responded in
mercy. This foreshadows a New Testament truth: God sends rain
on the just and the unjust (Matthew 5:45), showing His general
grace to all people—even those who resist Him.

2. Lamech’s Arrogance and Exaggeration of Divine Mercy

The spirit of rebellion continued in Cain’s lineage. One of his
descendants, Lamech, was even more violent and boastful. He
killed @ man simply for wounding him, and then invoked God'’s
protection upon himself, amplifying it:



Genesis 4:23-24 (NKJV):

“Then Lamech said to his wives:

‘Adah and Zillah, hear my voice;

Wives of Lamech, listen to my speech!
For | have killed a man for wounding me,
Even a young man for hurting me.

If Cain shall be avenged sevenfold,

Then Lamech seventy-sevenfold.””

This is not humility—it’'s pride cloaked in theology. Lamech
presumed that God’s justice system could be manipulated. He
took God’s mercy toward Cain as a license to sin without
consequence. This attitude reflects what Paul warned about in
Romans:

Romans 6:1 (NKJV):

“What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that grace
may abound?”

“Certainly not!” (Romans 6:2a)



Lamech distorted God’s mercy into a justification for violence. It
shows the danger of misusing divine patience—an ancient form of
what today we might call “cheap grace”—receiving grace without
true repentance or transformation.

3. The Worsening State of the World Before the Flood

Because of such arrogance and unchecked sin, the human race
rapidly spiraled into widespread wickedness. Violence, corruption,
and rebellion filled the earth.

Genesis 6:5-7 (NKJV):

“Then the Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great in
the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart
was only evil continually.

And the Lord was sorry that He had made man on the earth,
and He was grieved in His heart.”

Despite God’s patience, judgment eventually came in the form of
the great flood. Only Noah, a preacher of righteousness (2 Peter
2:5), and his family were saved. The rest of humanity perished,
not only physically but spiritually. Jesus Himself referenced this



historical event as a picture of the final judgment:

Matthew 24:37-39 (NKJV):

“But as the days of Noah were, so also will the coming of the
Son of Man be.

For as in the days before the flood, they were eating and
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that
Noah entered the ark,

and did not know until the flood came and took them all
away, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be.”

4. Why the Wicked Sometimes Prosper

So why does God allow the wicked to flourish? The answer lies in
His patience and desire for repentance:

Ecclesiastes 8:11 (NKJV):

“Because the sentence against an evil work is not executed
speedily, therefore the heart of the sons of men is fully set in
them to do evil.”



And again:

Romans 2:4 (NKJV):

“Or do you despise the riches of His goodness, forbearance,
and longsuffering, not knowing that the goodness of God
leads you to repentance?”

Just because someone is prospering materially does not mean
God is pleased with their lifestyle. Many will enjoy worldly peace,
only to be suddenly overtaken by judgment:

1 Thessalonians 5:3 (NKJV):

“For when they say, ‘Peace and safety!’ then sudden
destruction comes upon them, as labor pains upon a pregnant
woman. And they shall not escape.”

5. Final Warning to Our Generation

We are now living in a generation that surpasses even the days of
Noah in wickedness—despite having full access to the gospel, the



Bible, and centuries of God’s revealed truth.

Jesus gave a sharp warning to Capernaum, a city that saw many
miracles but did not repent:

Matthew 11:23-24 (NKJV):

“And you, Capernaum, who are exalted to heaven, will be
brought down to Hades; for if the mighty works which were
done in you had been done in Sodom, it would have remained
until this day.

But | say to you that it shall be more tolerable for the land of
Sodom in the day of judgment than for you.”

If people who saw Christ in the flesh and still rejected Him will
face harsher judgment, how much more severe will it be for those
of us who have the full gospel and continue in rebellion?

6. Call to Repentance

Friend, do not be deceived by temporary peace or the absence of
visible consequences. Prosperity is not proof of God’s approval.
Today is the day of salvation (2 Corinthians 6:2). You may be



enjoying protection, health, and success while still living in
sin—but that will not last forever.

Hebrews 10:31 (NKJV):
“It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.”

Examine your life. Repent of sin. Do not waste God’s mercy.
Come to Christ and be made new. He is still willing to forgive and

SaVve.

2 Corinthians 5:17 (NKJV):
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old
things have passed away; behold, all things have become

n

new.

Maranatha!
The Lord is coming soon. Are you ready?



May God give us all grace to live as those eagerly awaiting His
return—not abusing His mercy, but honoring it with lives of
holiness.
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