(Zechariah 4:6, ESV)

“Then he said to me, ‘This is the word of the LORD to
Zerubbabel: Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit,
says the LORD of hosts."”

Shalom.

Life often presents challenges that human strength or skill alone
cannot overcome. You might exhaust all your abilities or rely on
someone else’s power, yet still face failure or frustration. At such
times, Scripture teaches us that the true source of victory is not
physical might or human effort, but the Spirit of God working
within us.

Theological Insight: The Role of the Holy Spirit

The Holy Spirit is the third Person of the Trinity (Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit), fully divine and personal, sent to empower believers
to live godly lives and accomplish God’s purposes. Jesus promised
His disciples that the Spirit would be their Helper and Guide (John



14:16-17, ESV). Without the Spirit, spiritual work is impossible
(Romans 8:9), but with Him, we are empowered to overcome
obstacles, bear fruit, and live in obedience to God’s will.

Elijah’s Encounter with God: The Quiet Voice of the Spirit

(1 Kings 19:11-13, NIV)

“The Lord said, ‘Go out and stand on the mountain in the

presence of the Lord, for the Lord is about to pass by.” Then a
powerful wind tore through the mountains...but the Lord was
not in the wind. After the wind came an earthquake...but the
Lord was not in the earthquake. After the earthquake came a
fire...but the Lord was not in the fire. And after the fire came
a gentle whisper. When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in
his cloak and went out and stood at the mouth of the cave.”

This passage shows that God’s presence and guidance are not
always found in dramatic signs or outward displays of power.
Instead, God often speaks through the gentle, peaceful voice of
the Holy Spirit inviting us to listen closely and respond in faith.



Zerubbabel and the Mountain of Opposition

(Zechariah 4:6-7, NIV)

“Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit,” says the LORD
Almighty. ‘Who are you, mighty mountain? Before Zerubbabel
you will become level ground. Then he will bring out the
capstone to shouts of ‘God bless it! God bless it!"”

Here, the “mountain” symbolizes the overwhelming challenges
and opposition Zerubbabel faced in rebuilding the temple after
the exile. The message is clear: human effort alone will not
remove the obstacle; it is only through God’s Spirit that
mountains can be made level.

How to Receive the Holy Spirit

(Acts 2:37-39, ESV)



NOT BY MIGHT, NOR BY POWER, BUT BY MY SPIRIT, SAYS THE
LORD

“Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart, and
said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, ‘Brothers, what
shall we do?’ And Peter said to them, ‘Repent and be baptized
every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the
forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the
Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you and for your children
and for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God
calls to himself.””

The theological foundation here is repentance turning from sin
and trusting in Jesus’ atoning work and baptism as a public
declaration of faith. Receiving the Holy Spirit is God’s promise to
all who come to Him in faith.

Summary

e Your strength and human ability have limits; the Holy Spirit empowers you
beyond your natural capacity.

* God’s presence often comes in quiet, peaceful ways rather than loud or forceful
signs.

* Challenges, like the “mountain” before Zerubbabel, can be overcome only by the
Spirit.

* Repentance and baptism open the door for the Spirit to dwell within, enabling you
to live victoriously.
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Invitation

If you want to experience this power in your life, start with a
sincere heart of repentance and faith in Jesus Christ. Seek
baptism and invite the Holy Spirit to guide your daily walk.

Maranatha!




