Being a Friend of the World Means Being an Enemy of God

James 4:4 (ESV):

“You adulterous people! Do you not know that friendship with the
world is enmity with God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend
of the world makes himself an enemy of God.”

This is one of the most direct and sobering declarations in the New
Testament. James, writing under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit,
compares spiritual compromise with adultery betraying the covenant
relationship between God and His people. Being a “friend of the world”
means aligning yourself with a system that is fundamentally opposed to
God’s will and character.

In biblical terms, “the world” (Greek: kosmos) doesn’t just mean the
physical earth or people but rather the fallen world system its values,
desires, and ambitions that are rooted in sin, pride, and rebellion against
God (cf. John 15:18-19).

The Dangers of Loving the World

1 John 2:15-17 (ESV):
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“Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves
the world, the love of the Father is not in him.

For all that is in the world the desires of the flesh and the desires of
the eyes and pride of life is not from the Father but is from the
world.

And the world is passing away along with its desires, but whoever
does the will of God abides forever.”

John lays out three root categories of sin that characterize the
world:Desires of the flesh Sinful cravings such as gluttony, lust,
drunkenness, and sexual immorality.Desires of the eyes Covetousness,
materialism, and a relentless pursuit of wealth and status.Pride of life
Arrogance, self-sufficiency, boasting in achievements or possessions.

These are not from God but from the fallen world system under the
influence of Satan, who is called the “god of this world” in 2 Corinthians
4:4. The Bible warns that all these things are temporary. They will pass
away. Only those who do God’s will shall remain.

The Pride of Life: A Deadly Sin
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The “pride of life” includes the refusal to be taught or corrected, often
fueled by education, wealth, or power. When someone feels they no
longer need God or treat His Word as optional that’s the pride of life.

Jesus warned of this self-deception:

Mark 8:36-37 (ESV):

“For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world and forfeit
his soul?

For what can a man give in return for his soul?”

Heaven and hell are real. Eternal souls are at stake. Gaining the whole
world, while losing eternal life, is the ultimate tragedy.

Biblical Examples of Worldly Pride and Its Consequences

1. King Belshazzar Daniel 5

Belshazzar profaned the holy things of God by using the sacred temple
vessels for a drunken party. That night, God judged him. A hand
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appeared, writing on the wall: MENE, MENE, TEKEL, PARSIN. Daniel
interpreted the message: Belshazzar had been weighed and found
wanting. He died that very night, and his kingdom fell.

2. The Rich Man and Lazarus Luke 16:19-31

Jesus tells of a rich man who lived in luxury while ignoring a poor beggar
named Lazarus. When the rich man died, he found himself in torment,
begging for relief. His wealth and worldly status had no value in eternity.
He was forever separated from the presence of God.

3. Queen Jezebel 1 Kings 21 & 2 Kings 9

Jezebel, a symbol of rebellion and pride, killed God’s prophets and
promoted idolatry. She lived in vanity and self-exaltation. But her end
was gruesome God judged her, and she was thrown from a window, and
dogs devoured her body.

These accounts are not just stories they are divine warnings.

1 Corinthians 10:11 (ESV):

“Now these things happened to them as an example, but they were
written down for our instruction, on whom the end of the ages has
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come.”

The Call to Repent and Be Saved

The question is personal:
Are you a friend of God, or an enemy of God?

If you still love the sinful ways of the world sexual immorality,
drunkenness, gossip, profanity, obsession with fame, fashion, and
entertainment you are, by your lifestyle, aligned against God. You don't
have to say it with your mouth; your actions speak for you.

But there is hope. God, in His mercy, calls you to repent.

Acts 2:38 (ESV):

“And Peter said to them, ‘Repent and be baptized every one of you
in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you
will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit."”

NURU YA UPENDO www.wingulamashahidi.org | 5



Being a Friend of the World Means Being an Enemy of God

Genuine repentance involves a turning away from sin and turning to
Christ as Savior and Lord. Biblical baptism (by full immersion, in Jesus’
name) is a public act of faith and obedience. And the Holy Spirit
empowers you to walk in holiness, no longer a friend of the world, but a
true is that God is coming soon.

Maranatha.
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