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Shalom! I greet you in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
Today, let us explore a powerful spiritual principle hidden in the
everyday life of fishermen a principle with direct application to those
called to the ministry and to every believer involved in the work of soul
winning.

The Practical Lesson: Fishermen Don’t Just Fish

When we think of fishermen, we often imagine them casting their nets
into the sea, catching fish, returning home, and repeating the process
the next day. But anyone who has spent time with real fishermen knows
the truth: fishing is not just about casting and collecting it’s also
about preparing, maintaining, and repairing the tools of the
trade.

After each fishing trip regardless of whether they caught anything
or not fishermen are required to clean their nets and, if necessary,
repair them. Why?

Because nets don’t just catch fish. They gather seaweed, mud, trash,
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and debris. If neglected, these contaminants begin to rot, attracting
vermin and weakening the material. Dead fish stuck in the net begin to
decompose and further damage the fibers. Left unchecked, holes
develop, making the net useless.

A  clean  net  is  an  effective  net.

Dirty nets are visible in the water, and fish instinctively avoid them. The
best nets are nearly invisible just as effective ministry often flows
from quiet, unseen disciplines.

Biblical Foundation: Jesus and the Fishermen

Let us examine what the Gospels tell us.

Luke  5:1–5  (NIV)
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“One day as Jesus was standing by the Lake of  Gennesaret,  the
people were crowding around Him and listening to the word of
God.  He saw at  the water’s  edge two boats,  left  there by the
fishermen,  who were washing their  nets.
He got  into one of  the boats,  the one belonging to Simon,  and
asked him to put  out  a  little  from shore.  Then He sat  down and
taught the people from the boat.
When He had finished speaking,  He said to Simon,  ‘Put  out  into
deep water,  and let  down the nets  for  a  catch.’
Simon answered, ‘Master,  we’ve worked hard all  night and haven’t
caught anything. But because You say so, I will let down the nets.’”

Notice the detail: the fishermen were washing their nets, even after
a failed night of fishing. Why? Because discipline and preparation
are not based on results they’re based on obedience and
principle.

Likewise, in another Gospel:

Mark  1:19–20  (NIV)
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“When He had gone a little  farther,  He saw James son of  Zebedee
and his  brother John in a boat,  preparing their  nets.
Without delay He called them, and they left their father Zebedee in
the boat  with the hired men and followed Him.”

This wasn’t casual maintenance it was intentional preparation, which
was part of their livelihood. When Jesus called them, they were actively
engaged in maintaining their tools, showing us that faithful
servants must care for what God has placed in their hands.

The Spiritual Lesson: The Nets Represent Our Ministries and Our
Lives

Throughout the New Testament, Jesus uses fishing imagery to describe
evangelism and the call of ministry:

Matthew  4:19  (NIV)

“Come, follow Me,” Jesus said,  “and I  will  send you out  to fish for
people.”
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As followers of Christ especially those called to teach, preach, or
witness we are spiritual fishermen. But too often, we focus only on the
act of “casting the net” (preaching, evangelizing, leading worship) and
neglect the necessary ongoing work of maintenance and
sanctification.

How Do We Repair Our Nets?

We repair our spiritual nets with the Word of God.

As Paul instructs Timothy:

2  Timothy  3:16–17  (NIV)

“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking,
correcting and training in righteousness,
so that  the servant of  God may be thoroughly equipped for  every
good work.”

Repairing the net means returning to God’s Word to ensure:Our
doctrine is sound (Titus 2:1)Our message is relevant, timely, and Spirit-
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led (Ecclesiastes 3:1)Our teaching aligns with the Gospel of Christ
(Galatians 1:6–9)

If we fail to do this, we risk teaching out of tradition or emotion rather
than divine truth. The result? Spiritual holes in our nets. We begin
losing people not because they reject Christ, but because they were
never truly caught by a whole, well repaired net.

How Do We Clean Our Nets?

We clean our nets by purifying our personal lives.

1  Peter  1:15–16  (NIV)

“But just as He who called you is holy, so be holy in all  you do; for
it  is  written:  ‘Be holy,  because I  am holy.’”

Our lives must reflect the message we preach. The power of the Gospel
is hindered when the messenger lives in compromise. A dirty net drives
fish away just as a compromised testimony repels seekers from the
truth.
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2  Corinthians  7:1  (NIV)

“Therefore,  since we have these promises,  dear friends,  let  us
purify ourselves from everything that contaminates body and spirit,
perfecting holiness out  of  reverence for  God.”

This is not about legalism it’s about living lives that don’t contradict
our calling. A life of integrity, humility, and sanctification makes the
Gospel message attractive and credible.

Final Encouragement: Obedience Precedes Harvest

Remember what Simon Peter said to Jesus in Luke 5:5:

“We’ve worked hard all  night  and haven’t  caught anything.  But
because You say so,  I  will  let  down the nets.”

That act of obedience, even in discouragement, led to a miraculous
catch. But it only happened after:They had washed the nets



Repair Your Nets, Clean Your Nets

NURU YA UPENDO www.wingulamashahidi.org | 8

They obeyed the Lord’s instruction

They trusted the Word over their past experience

Conclusion: Keep Your Nets in Order

Let us, as ministers and believers, never neglect the daily disciplines
of:Repairing our understanding and delivery of the WordCleansing
our personal lives through sanctification

These are not optional. They are essential for a fruitful, Spirit-led
ministry. Just like fishermen care for their nets every day, we too must
be faithful in caring for what God has entrusted to us.

John  15:8  (NIV)

“This  is  to  My Father’s  glory,  that  you bear much fruit,  showing
yourselves to be My disciples.”

May the Lord bless you.
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