
Was Jesus Crowned with a Crown of Thorns?

NURU YA UPENDO www.wingulamashahidi.org | 1

Yes, the Lord Jesus was crowned with a crown of thorns.
But why did this happen? What is the deeper spiritual significance of
the crown of thorns placed upon His head?

Let us examine this carefully through Scripture.

1. The Biblical Account (Matthew 27:27–31, NIV)

“Then the governor’s  soldiers took Jesus into the Praetorium and
gathered the whole company of  soldiers around him.
They stripped him and put  a scarlet  robe on him,
and then twisted together a crown of thorns and set it on his head.
They put  a staff  in  his  right  hand.  Then they knelt  in  front  of  him
and mocked him. ‘Hail,  King of  the Jews!’  they said.
They spit  on him, and took the staff  and struck him on the head
again and again.
After they had mocked him, they took off  the robe and put his own
clothes on him. Then they led him away to crucify  him.”
(Matthew 27:27–31,  NIV)

When Pilate asked Jesus if He was the King of the Jews, Jesus did not
deny it. He answered, “You have said so” (Matthew 27:11, NIV),
affirming His kingship in a humble and profound way.



Was Jesus Crowned with a Crown of Thorns?

NURU YA UPENDO www.wingulamashahidi.org | 2

2. Why Did They Place a Crown of Thorns on Jesus?

The Roman soldiers mocked Jesus because they thought the claim that
He was a king was ridiculous. Romans deeply despised the Jewish
people and used this moment to ridicule both Jesus and the Jewish
nation.

To mock the idea of His kingship:

They dressed Him in a scarlet robe, imitating royal garments.

They placed a staff in His hand, mimicking a king’s scepter.

They twisted a crown of thorns and forced it onto His head, instead
of placing a royal golden crown.

Their mockery fulfilled prophetic Scriptures, such as Isaiah 53:3 (NIV):
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“He was despised and rejected by mankind, a man of suffering, and
familiar  with pain.  Like one from whom people hide their  faces he
was despised,  and we held him in low esteem.”

Ironically, while mocking Him, they were unknowingly crowning the
true King — the King not just of the Jews, but of all creation (Revelation
19:16).

3. The Spiritual Meaning of the Crown of Thorns

The crown of thorns had profound symbolic significance:

Sin and the Curse:
In Genesis 3:17–18, after Adam’s fall, God cursed the ground:

“Cursed is the ground because of you; through painful toil  you will
eat food from it all the days of your life. It will produce thorns and
thistles  for  you…”  (NIV)
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Thorns represent the result of human sin and the curse on creation.
By wearing the crown of thorns, Jesus symbolically bore the full weight
of humanity’s sin and the curse itself upon His head.

Suffering and Mockery:
Jesus willingly endured shame, suffering, and pain to redeem humanity.
His crown was not made of gold, but of suffering — yet through it, He
achieved the greatest victory.

True Kingship Through Humility:
Jesus taught that true greatness comes through humility. As He said,
“For all those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who
humble themselves will be exalted” (Luke 14:11, NIV).
Jesus humbled Himself even to death, and for that reason, God highly
exalted Him (Philippians 2:5–11).

4. Why Didn’t Jesus Resist?

Jesus had the power to stop His suffering at any moment (Matthew
26:53), but He chose not to, for several reasons:

a)  To  Secure  Our  Salvation

Without His suffering and crucifixion, there would be no redemption for
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mankind.

“Without the shedding of  blood there is  no forgiveness”  (Hebrews
9:22,  NIV).

b)  To  Fulfill  the  Principle  of  Exaltation  through  Humility

Jesus’ path to exaltation was through humiliation.
As Philippians 2:8–9 (NIV) explains:

“And being found in appearance as a man,  he humbled himself  by
becoming obedient  to death — even death on a cross!
Therefore God exalted him to the highest  place and gave him the
name that  is  above every name…”

c)  To  Set  an  Example  for  Us

Jesus left us a model of endurance under unjust suffering.
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“To this  you were called,  because Christ  suffered for  you,  leaving
you an example, that you should follow in his steps.” (1 Peter 2:21,
NIV)

When insulted, Jesus did not retaliate. When suffering, He made no
threats. Instead, He entrusted Himself to God, the righteous Judge (1
Peter 2:23).

We are called to do the same — to endure hardship patiently, knowing
that God sees and will ultimately vindicate His people.

5. Final Reflections

The crown of thorns was not just an instrument of mockery and torture
— it was a profound symbol of the sin, curse, suffering, and shame that
Jesus willingly bore for humanity’s sake.
Through His humiliation, He brought about the greatest victory: the
defeat of sin, death, and the grave.

Today, Jesus wears a crown not of thorns, but of glory (Revelation
14:14; 19:12).
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And He invites all who believe in Him to share in His victory.

Maranatha — the Lord is coming soon!

 

 

Share on:
WhatsApp


