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God is not silent He desires relationship, and central to any relationship
is communication. However, many Christians expect God to speak only
in one particular way, and when they don’t hear Him in that way, they
assume He’s silent. But Scripture shows us that God speaks in a
variety of ways, both direct and subtle. Recognizing these can deepen
our walk with Him and sharpen our spiritual discernment.

1.  Direct  Revelation:  Audible  Voice,  Dreams,  and  Visions

One of the clearest examples in Scripture is when God speaks directly
through audible words, dreams, or visions. This form of
communication is powerful, but not the most common. Still, it remains a
valid and biblical method God uses, especially in pivotal moments of
calling, warning, or divine revelation.

Job 33:14–15 (ESV):
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“For God speaks in one way,  and in two,  though man does not
perceive it.
In a dream, in a vision of  the night,  when deep sleep falls  on men,
while  they slumber on their  beds.”

Throughout the Bible, we see this form of communication in
action:Moses heard God audibly through the burning bush (Exodus
3:4).Joseph received divine guidance through dreams (Genesis 37:5–11;
Matthew 1:20).Paul was guided by a vision to go to Macedonia (Acts
16:9).

Even today, many believers especially in closed or persecuted regions
report dreams or visions where Christ appears to them, consistent with
Acts 2:17.



How Does God Speak?

NURU YA UPENDO www.wingulamashahidi.org | 3

“And in the last  days it  shall  be,  God declares,  that  I  will  pour out
my Spirit  on all  flesh,
and your sons and your daughters shall  prophesy,  and your young
men shall  see visions,
and your old men shall  dream dreams.”
Acts 2:17 (ESV)

However, these experiences must always be tested against Scripture (1
John 4:1) to guard against deception.

2.  Through  the  Written  Word  (Scripture)

The Bible is the clearest, most consistent, and universally accessible
way God speaks. It is inspired, authoritative, and sufficient for
teaching, correcting, and equipping believers in all aspects of life.

2 Timothy 3:16–17 (ESV):
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“All  Scripture is  breathed out  by God and profitable for  teaching,
for  reproof,
for  correction,  and for  training in righteousness,  that  the man of
God may be complete,  equipped for  every good work.”

God’s Word is living and active (Hebrews 4:12), which means it speaks
personally and powerfully to those who approach it with humility and
faith. Every principle, command, and promise is God’s voice to His
people.

Theologically, this is rooted in the doctrine of sola scriptura—that
Scripture alone is the final authority for faith and practice.

3.  Through  the  Peace  of  Christ  (Inner  Witness  of  the  Holy  Spirit)

The indwelling Holy Spirit plays a crucial role in guiding believers.
One of the key ways He does this is through the peace of Christ ruling
in our hearts a spiritual sense of affirmation or restraint when making
decisions.
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Colossians 3:15 (ESV):

“And let  the peace of  Christ  rule in your hearts,  to  which indeed
you were called in one body.  And be thankful.”

Jesus referred to the Spirit as the Counselor or Helper in John 14:26,
saying He would teach us all things and bring God’s truth to
remembrance. Often, if you lose peace suddenly over something
whether a relationship, decision, or opportunity it may be God nudging
you to reconsider.

This aligns with Romans 8:16:

“The Spirit  himself  bears witness with our spirit  that  we are
children of  God.”

This inner witness doesn’t contradict Scripture but works alongside it to
guide and confirm God’s will.
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4.  Through  Other  People  (Prophets,  Preachers,  or  Even  Unbelievers)

God often speaks through people, especially those called into ministry
roles such as pastors, prophets, teachers, and evangelists. But He can
also use unbelievers or secular authorities to convey truth or warning.

Jeremiah 25:4 (ESV):

“You have neither listened nor inclined your ears to hear, although
the Lord persistently  sent  to you all  his  servants the prophets.”

Biblical examples include:Nathan the prophet confronting David (2
Samuel 12).Balaam’s donkey speaking to him (Numbers
22).Caiaphas, a high priest with wrong motives, unknowingly
prophesying Jesus’ death (John 11:49–52).

In 1 Thessalonians 5:20–21, Paul urges:
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“Do not  despise prophecies,  but  test  everything;  hold fast  what is
good.”

God may use a sermon, a conversation, or even a rebuke from a friend
to communicate His truth. Always weigh what you hear against
Scripture.

5.  Through  Circumstances  and  Life  Events

God sometimes allows life’s circumstances to speak louder than words.
These situations may include hardship, delay, closed doors, or moments
of divine intervention. Often, He uses these to redirect, refine, or
refocus us.

Romans 8:28 (ESV):

“And we know that for those who love God all things work together
for good,  for  those who are called according to his  purpose.”
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A powerful biblical case is King Nebuchadnezzar. He was warned by
Daniel to humble himself before God, but he ignored the warning. As a
result, God humbled him through a season of insanity until he
acknowledged God’s sovereignty.

Daniel 4:34–35 (ESV):

“…my reason returned to me,  and I  blessed the Most  High,  and
praised and honored him who lives forever… All  the inhabitants of
the earth are accounted as nothing,  and he does according to his
will.”

Sometimes, trials are not just allowed by God they are messages from
Him.

6.  Through  Nature  and  Creation

Creation itself declares God’s glory and communicates His
character. Nature is not silent. When we slow down and observe the
world around us, we can hear echoes of God’s truth and care.
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Romans 1:20 (ESV):

“For his  invisible attributes,  namely,  his  eternal  power and divine
nature,  have been clearly  perceived,
ever since the creation of  the world,  in  the things that  have been
made.  So they are without excuse.”

Jesus used nature often to teach spiritual truths:Birds to illustrate God’s
provision (Luke 12:24).Seeds and soil to teach about the Word of God
(Matthew 13).Vines and branches to describe union with Him (John 15).

When God told Abraham to look at the stars (Genesis 15:5), He was
using creation to inspire faith.

Conclusion: Don’t Limit How God Speaks

Many people are waiting to hear God in only one way through dreams,
visions, or a voice while missing all the other ways He is constantly
speaking. God is not confined to one method. He speaks through His
Word, His Spirit, people, circumstances, and creation.
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So, when you pray wait patiently. Stay in the Word. Be sensitive to His
Spirit. Be open to correction and direction from others. Reflect on the
world around you. God is speaking you just need to listen in every way
He chooses to speak.

John 8:32 (ESV):

“And you will  know the truth,  and the truth will  set  you free.”

May the Lord bless you.
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