
“For the Unbelieving Spouse is Sanctified through the Believing
Spouse”

NURU YA UPENDO www.wingulamashahidi.org | 1

QUESTION:
Does 1 Corinthians 7:14 mean that if an unbeliever marries a
believer, they are automatically made righteous or saved through
the faith of their believing spouse?

1 Corinthians 7:13-14 (NIV):
“And if  a woman has a husband who is not a believer and he
is willing to live with her,  she must not divorce him. For the
unbelieving husband has been sanctified through his wife,
and the unbelieving wife has been sanctified through her
believing husband. Otherwise, your children would be
unclean, but as it  is,  they are holy.”

Answer:

No this verse does not mean that an unbelieving spouse is saved
or made righteous before God simply because they are married to
a believer. The broader biblical context makes it clear that
salvation is a personal matter, not transferable by association or
marriage.
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Galatians 6:5 (NIV):
“For each one should carry their  own load.”

Romans 14:12 (ESV):
“So then each of us will  give an account of himself  to God.”

“Sanctified”  

The word “sanctified” (Greek: ἡγίασται, hēgiastai) in 1
Corinthians 7:14 does not mean “saved.” It means “set apart” or
“made holy” in a relational or ceremonial sense, not a salvific
one.

Paul is explaining that the presence of a believing spouse in a
mixed faith marriage sanctifies the union and family in a
relational and covenantal sense. This does not imply the
unbelieving spouse is spiritually regenerated or justified before
God.

Rather, the believer brings a spiritual influence and covering into
the home, which allows the marriage to remain honorable before
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God (cf. Hebrews 13:4) and ensures that the children of such a
union are not considered ritually “unclean.”

1 Corinthians 7:14 (NLT):
“For the Christian wife brings holiness to her marriage, and
the Christian husband brings holiness to his marriage.
Otherwise, your children would not be holy,  but now they are
holy.”

Does  This  Mean  the  Unbeliever  Is  Automatically  Saved?

Absolutely not. Salvation is by grace through faith in Jesus Christ,
not by proximity to someone who believes.

Ephesians 2:8-9 (NIV):
“For it  is  by grace you have been saved, through faith and
this is not from yourselves, it  is  the gift  of  God not by works,
so that no one can boast.”
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John 3:18 (ESV):
“Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever
does not believe is condemned already, because he has not
believed in the name of the only Son of God.”

So, while the unbelieving spouse may experience the blessings
and influence of living with a godly partner including love, prayer,
godly behavior, and biblical instruction they are not saved unless
they personally believe in Christ.

This is why Paul goes on to say:

1 Corinthians 7:16 (NIV):
“How do you know, wife, whether you will save your husband?
Or, how do you know, husband, whether you will  save your
wife?”

This question affirms that salvation is uncertain and not
guaranteed, even in a godly home. Yet, it also implies that the
believer should live in such a way as to give their spouse every
opportunity to come to faith.
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A  Powerful  Witness  Through  Marriage

Many real life testimonies confirm what Paul describes. A spouse
may eventually come to faith after witnessing consistent godly
conduct and prayer from their believing partner:

1 Peter 3:1-2 (NIV):
“Wives, in the same way submit yourselves to your own
husbands so that,  if  any of them do not believe the word,
they may be won over without words by the behavior of their
wives, when they see the purity and reverence of your lives.”

However, this spiritual influence is not a substitute for personal
faith. An unbelieving spouse who continues to reject Christ will
remain lost, despite being married to a believer (cf. John 3:36).

Do  Not  Marry  an  Unbeliever

While 1 Corinthians 7 addresses believers who were already
married to unbelievers before coming to faith, Scripture
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elsewhere clearly teaches that Christians should not knowingly
enter into marriage with unbelievers.

2 Corinthians 6:14 (NIV):
“Do not be yoked together with unbelievers.  For what do
righteousness and wickedness have in common? Or what
fellowship can light have with darkness?”

Entering a marital covenant with an unbeliever often leads to
spiritual conflict, divided priorities, and compromised faith. Many
modern Christian marriage struggles stem from ignoring this
command.

I f  You’re  Already  Married  to  an  Unbeliever

If you’re already in such a marriage, take courage God can still
use you as a vessel of grace and truth. You have a responsibility
to:

Pray persistently for your spouse’s salvation.

Live a godly life that reflects Christ.

Model biblical love, patience, and humility.
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Share the Gospel as opportunities arise, with wisdom and gentleness (cf.
Colossians 4:5-6).

Your influence is significant, but your spouse must ultimately
choose Christ for themselves.

While 1 Corinthians 7:14 highlights the sanctifying influence of a
believer in a mixed marriage, it does not suggest that salvation is
automatically granted through marriage. Each person must
individually respond to the Gospel. Nevertheless, your faithful
witness as a spouse can be a powerful instrument in God’s hands
to bring your partner to salvation.

May the Lord give you strength, wisdom, and grace in your
marriage.
Remain faithful and trust that God can use your life to lead others
to Christ.
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