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Introduction

In today’s world, it’s easy to be overwhelmed by culture, trends, and
ideologies that pull us away from God’s truth. But Scripture is clear:
believers are not to be guided by the spirit of the world, but by the
Spirit of God. Understanding this spiritual contrast is essential to
living a life that pleases God.

Two  Competing  Spirits

In 1 Corinthians 2:10–12 (NIV), Paul writes:

“These are the things God has revealed to us by his  Spirit.  The
Spirit  searches all  things,  even the deep things of  God.  For who
knows a person’s  thoughts except their  own spirit  within them? In
the same way,  no one knows the thoughts of  God except the Spirit
of  God.  What we have received is  not  the spirit  of  the world,  but
the Spirit  who is  from God,  so that  we may understand what God
has freely  given us.”
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Theological Insight:
Here, Paul emphasizes that the human mind alone cannot grasp divine
truths. Only the Holy Spirit—God’s own Spirit—can reveal to us what
God desires. The “spirit of the world,” by contrast, promotes self-
centeredness, materialism, and rebellion against God’s will.

There are only two spiritual forces influencing humanity:

The Spirit of God – who leads to truth and life.1.

The spirit of the world – influenced by Satan, leading to deception2.

and destruction (see 2 Corinthians 4:4).

The  Role  of  the  Holy  Spirit

Jesus Himself described the Holy Spirit as the ultimate guide into truth.

John 16:13 (NIV) says:
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“But when he,  the Spirit  of  truth,  comes,  he will  guide you into all
the truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he
hears,  and he will  tell  you what is  yet  to  come.”

Theological Insight:
The Holy Spirit is not just a helper but the active presence of God who
speaks what He hears from the Father. He aligns our hearts and minds
with heaven’s agenda.

A person led by the Holy Spirit begins to live differently—he or she
becomes set apart (sanctified), living in obedience and growing in the
character of Christ (Galatians 5:22-23).

The  Consequence  of  Rejecting  the  Spirit

Romans 8:9 (NIV) gives a sobering warning:
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“You,  however,  are not  in the realm of  the flesh but  are in the
realm of  the Spirit,  if  indeed the Spirit  of  God lives in you.  And if
anyone does not  have the Spirit  of  Christ,  they do not  belong to
Christ.”

Theological Insight:
Belonging to Christ is not just a matter of belief—it’s marked by the
indwelling presence of His Spirit. If the Holy Spirit is not within
someone, they are spiritually disconnected from God, regardless of
religious rituals or good intentions.

This explains why someone who is not led by the Holy Spirit naturally
conforms to worldly behaviors: fashion obsessions, sexual immorality,
drunkenness, greed, dishonesty, love of money, witchcraft, and more
(see Galatians 5:19–21).

These are not just bad habits—they are spiritual symptoms of being
under the influence of the spirit of the world.



WE DID NOT RECEIVE THE SPIRIT OF THE WORLD

NURU YA UPENDO www.wingulamashahidi.org | 5

The  Danger  of  Loving  the  World

1 John 2:15 (NIV) clearly commands:

“Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the
world,  love for  the Father is  not  in them.”

Theological Insight:
To “love the world” is to embrace values, goals, and pleasures that
contradict God’s nature. It’s not just about material things, but a heart
that prioritizes self over God. This leads to spiritual blindness and
eternal separation from God.

The  Way  Forward:  Repentance  and  New  Life

To receive the Spirit of God, a person must:

Repent – Turn away from sin and the values of the world (Acts 3:19).1.
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Be Baptized – Through full immersion in water in the name of Jesus2.

Christ for the forgiveness of sins (Acts 2:38).

Pursue Fellowship and Discipleship – Join a community where you3.

grow in Scripture, prayer, and spiritual maturity.

As this transformation happens, the Holy Spirit will dwell in you, seal
you as God’s child (Ephesians 1:13), and lead you to live a life of
holiness, purpose, and hope.

Final  Encouragement

These are the last days. It’s not time to flirt with sin or compromise with
the world. It’s time to be filled with the Spirit, live set apart, and
prepare for Christ’s return.

Let the Spirit of God shape your life—because where the Spirit of God
is, there is freedom, power, and eternal life.

Shalom.
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