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Question: What does Proverbs 19:14 mean?

Proverbs 19:14

“Houses and wealth are inherited from fathers,  but  a  prudent wife
is  from the Lord.”

Answer:
This verse highlights an important theological truth about the source of
blessings in our lives. While material possessions such as houses,
wealth, or status can be inherited through family lines, some
blessings—especially relational and spiritual ones—come directly from
God. A wise wife is not something that can be earned, bought, or
inherited. She is a special gift granted by God’s sovereign will.

This reflects the biblical understanding that God is the ultimate giver of
wisdom and good gifts (James 1:17). The “prudent” or “wise” wife here
symbolizes more than just a life partner; she represents God’s provision
of wisdom, character, and virtue in marriage.

Who is a Wise Wife?
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The woman described in Proverbs 31:10-31 is often considered the
biblical ideal of a wise wife. She is characterized by:

Fear of the Lord: “Charm is deceitful, and beauty is vain, but a woman who fears the
Lord is to be praised” (Proverbs 31:30).

Compassion and generosity: She cares for the poor and needy.

Diligence and faithfulness: She manages her household well and supports her
husband.

In 1 Peter 3:1-6, the apostle Peter exhorts wives to be respectful and
gentle, “submitting to their own husbands,” not out of fear but as an
expression of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is precious in God’s sight.

How to Find a Wise Wife:
The pursuit of a wise spouse is not about focusing on wealth, beauty, or
status. Instead, it calls for seeking God’s guidance through prayer and
trusting His timing. James 1:5 says,

“If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously
to all  without reproach,  and it  will  be given him.” By seeking God
first,  He will  lead the right  person to you.
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Theological Parallel for Husbands:
The principle also applies to husbands. A wise husband is a man who
fears God, loves his wife sacrificially, and leads his family according to
God’s design. Ephesians 5:25  instructs,

“Husbands,  love your wives,  as  Christ  loved the church and gave
himself  up for  her.”  Wisdom in marriage flows from a life
submitted to God.

Marriage is a divine gift and calling. Neither a wise wife nor a wise
husband can be found apart from God’s grace and blessing. Therefore,
prayer and reliance on God’s wisdom are essential before making
decisions about marriage.

Shalom.
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