Background - The Crisis in Babylon

In Daniel 2, King Nebuchadnezzar has a troubling dream but
forgets its details. He demands that his wise men not only
interpret the dream but also tell him what the dream
was—something humanly impossible. The magicians, astrologers,
and sorcerers admit defeat:

Daniel 2:11 (NKJV):

“It is a difficult thing that the king requests, and there is no
other who can tell it to the king except the gods, whose
dwelling is not with flesh.”

Their statement is both an admission of human limitation and a
profound theological truth: divine revelation cannot come from
man-made religion or demonic spirits but from the one true God.

Theological Insight - Who Are These ‘Gods’?

The Babylonians were polytheists. Their worldview included a
host of deities, spirits, and cosmic forces. When the magicians



referred to “the gods who do not dwell with flesh,” they were
likely referring to divine beings beyond their usual occult
interactions—perhaps distant, unknowable gods.

Ironically, their statement points us directly to Yahweh (Jehovah),
the God of the Bible, who:

* |s transcendent (above creation)
e Does not dwell among humans in the same sense as pagan spirits

e Alone holds all knowledge, including the mysteries of the future and the human
heart

Isaiah 55:8-9 (NKJV):
“For My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways My
ways,” says the Lord.
For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways
higher than your ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts.”

The Inability of Pagan Powers

The Bible consistently shows that pagan gods and demonic spirits

have no real power:



Psalm 115:4-8 (NKJV):

“Their idols are silver and gold, the work of men’s hands.
They have mouths, but they do not speak; eyes they have,
but they do not see...

Those who make them are like them; so is everyone who
trusts in them.”

These spirits often demand rituals, sacrifices, or physical tokens
like hair or footprints to “reveal” information. This highlights their
limitations—they are neither omniscient nor omnipresent. They
rely on deceit and fear, and their knowledge is fragmented and
earthly.

Job 1:7 (NKJV):

“And the Lord said to Satan, ‘From where do you come?’ So
Satan answered the Lord and said, ‘From going to and fro on
the earth, and from walking back and forth on it.””

Even Satan must roam to gather knowledge—unlike God, who



knows all.

God’s Exclusive Power to Reveal Mysteries

In contrast, the God of Israel revealed the forgotten dream to
Daniel without human assistance:

Daniel 2:28 (NKJV):
“But there is a God in heaven who reveals secrets...”

Daniel did not consult stars, spirits, or sorcery. He prayed to the
God of heaven, who answered:

Daniel 2:20-22 (NKJV):

“Blessed be the name of God forever and ever...

He reveals deep and secret things; He knows what is in the
darkness, and light dwells with Him.”

This shows that revelation is a divine gift, not a result of mystical



techniques.

Application Today - A Warning Against Spiritual Deception

Many still seek answers through astrology, ancestral rituals,
witchcraft, and spirit mediums. But the Bible is clear: these paths
are deceptive and dangerous.

Deuteronomy 18:10-12 (NKJV):

“There shall not be found among you... one who practices
witchcraft... or a medium or a spiritist... For all who do these
things are an abomination to the Lord.”

Trusting in anything but God opens the door to spiritual bondage
and destruction.

Our Only Hope: The God of Heaven

True hope lies only in Yahweh—the God who reveals mysteries,
knows the future, and guides our lives:



Psalm 115:3 (NKJV):
“But our God is in heaven; He does whatever He pleases.”

Unlike pagan gods, Jehovah needs no ritual, no offering, and no
human mediation to act or reveal truth. He speaks directly
through His Word and His Spirit.

Final Encouragement

God alone is sovereign, wise, and trustworthy. Let us not place
our faith in powerless idols or deceptive spirits. Instead, let us
turn to the God of Daniel, who knows our hearts and holds our
future.

Proverbs 3:5-6 (NKJV):

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on your
own understanding;

In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your
paths.”



The gods who do not dwell with flesh” Daniel 2:11

Amen.
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