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Contextual Reading – Acts 23:1–3

“Paul  looked straight  at  the Sanhedrin and said,  ‘My brothers,  I
have fulfilled my duty to God in all good conscience to this day.’ At
this,  the high priest  Ananias ordered those standing near Paul  to
strike him on the mouth.  Then Paul  said to him, ‘God will  strike
you,  you whitewashed wall!  You sit  there to judge me according to
the law,  yet  you yourself  violate the law by commanding that  I  be
struck!’”
— Acts 23:1–3,

Paul, facing the Jewish council (Sanhedrin), boldly declared that his
conscience was clear before God. Yet instead of a fair hearing, he was
struck on the mouth by order of the high priest—an act contrary to the
law (Deuteronomy 25:1–2). In righteous indignation, Paul responded
with a sharp rebuke: “God will strike you, you whitewashed wall!”

Symbolism of the “Whitewashed Wall”

The term “whitewashed wall” is rich in biblical symbolism. It echoes
imagery from Ezekiel 13:10–12, where false prophets are condemned
for misleading God’s people with shallow, deceptive peace, likened to
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whitewashing flimsy walls. They create a façade of safety and
righteousness, but it’s all for show.

In Paul’s usage, the phrase exposes religious hypocrisy—appearing
just outwardly while being corrupt inwardly. The wall may look clean,
but beneath the surface, it is unstable and rotten. This fits perfectly
with Jesus’ words about the Pharisees:

“Woe to you,  teachers of  the law and Pharisees,  you hypocrites!
You are like whitewashed tombs,  which look beautiful  on the
outside but  on the inside are full  of  the bones of  the dead and
everything unclean.”
— Matthew 23:27

This is not just a moral critique—it is a theological indictment. God
demands holiness from the inside out, not just external religious
performance (1 Samuel 16:7; Psalm 51:6). Jesus consistently warned
that mere outward appearance of righteousness is spiritually dangerous
because it deceives both the person and others.

The Modern Relevance of Paul’s Rebuke
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Paul’s words are still relevant today. Many Christians and leaders may
appear holy—preaching, singing, serving—but harbor bitterness, pride,
deceit, or lust internally. This form of modern-day hypocrisy grieves the
Holy Spirit and undermines the witness of the Church.

Jesus warned us not to be content with an outer display of
righteousness. True sanctification is a work of the Holy Spirit that
begins in the heart:

“Woe to you… You clean the outside of the cup and dish, but inside
they are full of greed and self-indulgence… First clean the inside…
and then the outside also will  be clean.”
— Matthew 23:25–26

A Call to Inner Holiness

Paul’s concern was not simply personal—it was spiritual. Religious
leaders should uphold justice and reflect God’s character, not distort it.
That is why Scripture calls every believer to pursue complete holiness:
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“Reject  every kind of  evil.  May God himself,  the God of  peace,
sanctify  you through and through.  May your whole spirit,  soul  and
body be kept  blameless at  the coming of  our Lord Jesus Christ.”
— 1 Thessalonians 5:22–23

Paul’s phrase “whitewashed wall” isn’t just a rebuke—it’s a mirror. It
invites each of us to examine whether we’re living with integrity before
God. The gospel doesn’t just clean us outwardly; it transforms us
inwardly through Christ’s righteousness and the sanctifying power of
the Holy Spirit (Titus 3:5; Hebrews 10:10).

Let us not settle for spiritual cosmetics. May our hearts, minds, and
actions reflect the holiness of the One we follow.

Shalom.

Share on:
WhatsApp


