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Have you ever wondered why, on the morning of His resurrection, the
Lord Jesus didn’t simply vanish from the tomb and appear elsewhere,
continuing His post-resurrection ministry? After all, we know that He
later appeared supernaturally to His disciples—even entering a locked
room without using a door (John 20:19). So why did the stone covering
His tomb have to be rolled away first?

The answer reveals a profound spiritual principle.

Although the risen Christ had the power to pass through walls and
appear wherever He willed (1 Corinthians 15:6; John 20:19), He chose
not to exit the tomb by supernatural bypass. Instead, He waited
until the stone was rolled away (Matthew 28:2). This act wasn’t for His
benefit—it was for ours. The stone wasn’t removed to let Jesus out. It
was removed to let witnesses in, to reveal that the tomb was indeed
empty.

Matthew 28:2 (ESV)
“And behold,  there was a great  earthquake,  for  an angel  of  the
Lord descended from heaven and came and rolled back the stone
and sat  on it.”
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This action also echoes a recurring pattern in Scripture—resurrection
is preceded by the removal of obstacles. Consider the resurrection
of Lazarus. Jesus did not call Lazarus out until the stone sealing his
tomb was removed.

John 11:39-44 (ESV)
“Jesus said,  ‘Take away the stone.’  Martha,  the sister  of  the dead
man,  said to him, ‘Lord,  by this  time there will  be an odor,  for  he
has been dead four days.’… When he had said these things,  he
cried out  with a loud voice,  ‘Lazarus,  come out.’  The man who had
died came out,  his  hands and feet  bound with linen strips,  and his
face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, and let
him go.'”

Why this sequence? Because God’s resurrection power works in
partnership with our obedience. God doesn’t do what we are called
to do. Before He performs the miracle of new life, we must first
remove the stone—whatever is blocking the way.

What  Is  the  “Stone”  in  Your  Life?

That stone represents the hardness of our hearts.
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Scripture frequently compares a hard heart to stone—resistant,
unfeeling, and unresponsive to the voice of God. A stone does not burn
in fire, soak in water, or bend under pressure. It is unmoved. So is the
heart that refuses to yield to God.

Many people claim to believe in Jesus, but their lives remain untouched
by His lordship. They want salvation without transformation. They want
the benefits of Christ without surrendering to Him as Lord. They claim
to follow Him, but their hearts are still covered by a stone of rebellion,
pride, or unbelief.

True Christianity demands change. The Apostle Paul reminds us:

2 Corinthians 5:17 (ESV)
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has
passed away;  behold,  the new has come.”

Yet when such people are confronted with the truth—whether it’s about
holiness, modesty, worldly attachments, or moral compromise—they
resist. They say, “That’s old-fashioned.” They dismiss biblical
convictions as cultural or outdated. They justify sin and resent
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correction.

These are the stones that prevent Christ’s resurrection power from fully
operating in their lives.

They may hear about the love of Jesus but never experience it. They
may talk about His peace but never know it. To them, Jesus is just a
historical figure—not a living Savior who transforms hearts and lives.

A  Heart  of  Flesh,  Not  Stone

God’s desire is not just to forgive us, but to renew us completely. He
doesn’t just clean the outside—He gives us a new heart.

Ezekiel  36:26 (ESV)
“And I  will  give you a new heart,  and a new spirit  I  will  put  within
you.  And I  will  remove the heart  of  stone from your flesh and give
you a heart  of  flesh.”

That means surrender. That means repentance. That means obedience.



ROLL AWAY THE STONE

NURU YA UPENDO www.wingulamashahidi.org | 5

We live in a generation where many claim to be Christians, but their
lives bear no fruit of repentance (Matthew 3:8). Salvation has been
reduced to a label—a lifestyle accessory—but not a transformation.
That’s exactly what Satan wants: for people to feel religious but remain
spiritually dead.

If you find yourself lukewarm, half-hearted, or still clinging to sin, this is
your call to action: roll away the stone.

Take up your cross (Luke 9:23). Don’t be afraid to look different. Don’t
fear rejection. Jesus Himself was mocked and misunderstood. Why
should your walk be any different?

Romans 12:2 (ESV)
“Do not  be conformed to this  world,  but  be transformed by the
renewal  of  your mind…”

Let the Lord Jesus take full control. Let Him shine into every part of
your heart. Roll away that heavy stone—let nothing block Him from
transforming your life.
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A  Prayer  of  Surrender  and  New  Life

If you’ve never received Christ—or if you’ve wandered far and want to
return with full surrender—take a moment now. Find a quiet place,
kneel in humility, and pray this prayer aloud, believing that God hears
you and is near to all who call upon Him in truth (Psalm 145:18).

Prayer of  Salvation
*Heavenly Father,  I  come before You today fully  aware that  I  am a
sinner.  I  have fallen short  of  Your glory and have lived apart  from
You.  But I  believe in Your mercy and love.

Today I  repent of  all  my sins.  I  turn away from the world and
surrender my heart to Jesus Christ. I believe that Jesus died for my
sins and rose again on the third day. I receive Him now as my Lord
and Savior.

Wash me clean by the blood of Jesus. Fill me with Your Holy Spirit.
Give me a new heart  and a new life.

From this day forward, I choose to follow You. Thank You, Lord, for
saving me.  In Jesus’  name,  Amen.*
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What’s  Next?

If you prayed that prayer with sincerity, now is the time to prove your
repentance through action. Turn away from all things that displease
God. Separate yourself from sin. Begin reading the Word daily, pray
consistently, and seek fellowship with other believers.

When God sees that your repentance is genuine, He will make His home
in you—and you will experience His power, His peace, and His purpose
like never before.

Roll away the stone—and let the risen Christ live in you.
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