What Does “Run Aground” Mean? (Acts 27:26)

Let’s read:

Acts 27:25-26 (NIV)
“So keep up your courage, men, for I have faith in God that it will
happen just as he told me.

Nevertheless, we must run aground on some island.”

The phrase “run aground” refers to a ship entering shallow waters and
becoming stuck or striking the seabed. It often indicates being forced to
stop or redirected by natural obstacles. In this context, it was a divine

means of preserving life and fulfilling God’s sovereign plan.

Background Context: Paul’s Journey to Rome

In Acts 27, the Apostle Paul is being transported as a prisoner to Rome



to stand trial before Caesar. Despite being under Roman guard, Paul
was in the center of God’s will. He had already been told by Jesus
Himself that he “must testify also in Rome” (Acts 23:11). This journey,
although filled with danger, was part of God’s divine orchestration to

position Paul for a wider ministry.

Paul warned the crew that their voyage would end in disaster if they set
sail (Acts 27:10), but his advice was ignored. As a result, they
encountered a violent storm known as a northeaster (Acts 27:14),
which drove the ship off course for many days. They were unable to

navigate or eat, and the situation seemed hopeless.

God’s Assurance in the Storm

In the middle of despair, Paul received a message from an angel of God:

Acts 27:23-24 (NIV)

“Last night an angel of the God to whom I belong and whom [ serve
stood beside me and said, ‘Do not be afraid, Paul. You must stand
trial before Caesar; and God has graciously given you the lives of
all who sail with you."”



This powerful moment demonstrates two important truths:

1. God’s Sovereignty Over Circumstances - Even though Paul was a
prisoner, he was ultimately under God’s control, not Rome’s. God had
already ordained his mission in Rome (see also Romans 1:15), and no

storm could hinder that purpose.

2. God’s Mercy for the Unbelieving - The lives of everyone on board
were spared because of Paul’s presence. This reflects the biblical
principle that God’s blessings often extend to others through His
faithful servants (cf. Genesis 39:5 - “The LORD blessed the household
of the Egyptian because of Joseph”).

Theological Reflections and Life Applications

1. God Is Present In Our Storms

Though Paul was physically bound, spiritually he was free and deeply
connected to God. This reveals the truth of



Romans 8:28:

“And we know that in all things God works for the good of those

who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.”

Your trial does not mean God is absent. On the contrary, storms often
become the very places where God’s presence is most powerfully
revealed. Just as Jesus calmed the storm for His disciples (Mark 4:39),
He gives us peace amid our tempests—not always by stopping the

storm, but by sustaining us through it.

2. Our Trials Are Often Pathways for Others’ Salvation

Paul’s endurance and spiritual leadership became a source of salvation
not just for himself but for the entire ship’s company. This prefigures
the Gospel itself: one righteous man’s suffering (Christ’s) leads to the

salvation of many.

Jesus said in



Matthew 5:14-16 (NIV):

“You are the light of the world... let your light shine before others,
that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in
heaven.”

Paul shone brightly in that dark moment. Likewise, we must remember
that our suffering is never wasted. God often uses it to reveal His power
to others—especially unbelievers—through our faith, courage, and

testimony.

3. Trust in God’s Word Brings Stability

Paul told the men, “I have faith in God that it will happen just as he told
me” (Acts 27:25). His confidence wasn’t in favorable weather or skilled
sailors but in God’s spoken promise. This is a profound lesson for

believers:

Isaiah 55:11 (NIV) - “So is my word that goes out from my mouth:
It will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire
and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.”



In seasons of uncertainty, anchor yourself in God’s promises. They do

not fail, even when everything else does.

It’s significant that Paul says in Acts 27:26, “Nevertheless, we must run
aground on some island.” God’s plan included the shipwreck—but not as
a tragedy. Rather, it was a strategic stop. In the next chapter (Acts
28), Paul and the crew land on the island of Malta, where Paul performs
miracles and shares the Gospel, leading to revival and healing (Acts

28:7-10). What looked like a disaster was actually divine direction.

Psalm 37:23-24 (NIV)

“The LORD makes firm the steps of the one who delights in him;
though he may stumble, he will not fall, for the LORD upholds him
with his hand.”

Sometimes the path to your destiny will involve running aground. But

even there—especially there—God is at work.
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Maranatha - Come, Lord Jesus!
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