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The Bible does not teach or show anywhere that praying for the dead is
effective or commanded. The only related story is the parable of the
Rich Man and Lazarus in Luke 16:19-31 which actually illustrates why
prayers for the dead are not effective.

In this story, a rich man who died and was in torment in Hades (the
place of the dead) asks Abraham to send Lazarus, a poor man now
comforted with Abraham, to warn his living brothers so they won’t also
come to this place of torment. Abraham replies that the brothers have
Moses and the Prophets (the Scriptures) and should listen to them. The
rich man argues that a warning from someone risen from the dead
would convince them, but Abraham says:

“If  they do not  listen to Moses and the Prophets,  neither will  they
be convinced if  someone should rise from the dead.”
(Luke 16:31)

This indicates that after death, there is no second chance or
intervention that can change a person’s eternal destiny. The rich man’s
plea for his brothers to be spared is denied because God’s revealed
Word is sufficient, and human testimony—even from the dead—would
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not change hardened hearts.

Further, Abraham explains there is a fixed chasm between those in
torment and those in comfort:

“Between us and you a great  chasm has been fixed,  in  order that
those who would pass from here to you may not  be able,  and none
may cross from there to us.”
(Luke 16:26)

This theological point stresses the permanence of eternal destinies after
death: the saved are separated from the lost with no crossing back or
forth. This directly challenges any notion that prayer can move souls
between heaven and hell after death.

If prayers for the dead were valid, logically there would also be biblical
prayers to remove someone from heaven and send them to hell—but
such prayers do not exist in Scripture.

Praying for the dead or asking saints to intercede for deceased loved
ones has no biblical foundation and cannot affect their eternal state.
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Instead, we are called to prepare for eternity now by trusting Christ and
repenting from sin.

May the Lord grant us wisdom and faithfulness to live for Him
every day.
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