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QUESTION: Why are the books of the Bible arranged in their
current order and not differently?

1.  The  Nature  of  the  Biblical  Canon

The order of books in the Bible was not explicitly dictated by God.
Rather, the structure we have today is the result of historical,
theological, and literary decisions made by Jewish and early
Christian communities. While the books themselves are divinely
inspired (2 Timothy 3:16, ESV), the order is a human arrangement
designed to aid comprehension and study.

There is no biblical mandate that Genesis must come before
Exodus or that Romans must be the first of Paul’s letters. The
current order helps readers follow the unfolding story of
redemption and provides thematic clarity.

2.  The  Old  Testament  (Tanakh  vs.  Protestant  Canon)

Jewish (Hebrew Bible) Canon  Tanakh:

Consists of 24 books, grouped into:
Torah (Law)

Nevi’im (Prophets)
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Ketuvim (Writings)

Protestant Old Testament:

Contains 39 books, but these are the same books as the Jewish Tanakh  just
arranged and divided differently.

For example:

1 & 2 Samuel, 1 & 2 Kings, 1 & 2 Chronicles = single books in the Hebrew canon.

Ezra and Nehemiah = one book.

The 12 Minor Prophets = one book in Hebrew, but separated in Protestant Bibles.

The Protestant order divides the Old Testament as follows:

a) The Law (Pentateuch)

Genesis1.

Exodus2.

Leviticus3.

Numbers4.

Deuteronomy5.

These form the foundation of the biblical narrative and law  the
Torah  foundational for Judaism and Christianity alike (see
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Matthew 5:17).

b) Historical Books

Joshua6.

Judges7.

Ruth8.

1 Samuel9.

2 Samuel10.

1 Kings11.

2 Kings12.

1 Chronicles13.

2 Chronicles14.

Ezra15.

Nehemiah16.

Esther17.

These document the history of Israel from conquest to exile and
restoration.

c) Wisdom and Poetry

Job18.

Psalms19.

Proverbs20.

Ecclesiastes21.
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Song of Solomon22.

These books are more philosophical, devotional, and poetic in
nature.

d) Major Prophets (Longer writings)

Isaiah23.

Jeremiah24.

Lamentations25.

Ezekiel26.

Daniel27.

Called “major” due to their length, not status.

e) Minor Prophets (Shorter writings)

Hosea through 39. Malachi28.

Note: “Minor” does not mean less important. Each prophet
delivered a vital message of repentance, justice, and hope in
God’s coming Messiah.

3.  The  New  Testament  (27  Books)
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The New Testament was written between approximately 45–95
AD and is grouped by literary genre and theme  not
chronologically.

a) The Gospels (Narratives of Jesus’ Life)

Matthew1.

Mark2.

Luke3.

John4.

These give complementary accounts of Jesus’ birth, ministry,
death, and resurrection.

Synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke) share similar perspectives.

John offers a more theological reflection on Jesus’ identity (John 1:1–14).

b) Historical Book

Acts of the Apostles5.

Written by Luke as a continuation of his Gospel (Acts 1:1–2).

Documents the early Church and the spread of the Gospel.

c) Paul’s Epistles (Letters to Churches and Individuals)

Romans through 18. Philemon6.
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These are arranged by length, not date or importance.

Romans is longest and doctrinally dense (Romans 1:16–17).

1 & 2 Timothy and Titus (called Pastoral Epistles) offer guidance on church
leadership and doctrine.

d) General Epistles (Catholic Epistles)

Hebrews (authorship debated)19.

James20.

1 Peter21.

2 Peter22.

1 John23.

2 John24.

3 John25.

Jude26.

These are written to broader audiences, dealing with faith,
endurance, and false teaching.

e) Prophetic Book

Revelation27.

Written by John while in exile on Patmos.

A highly symbolic vision of the end times, the return of Christ, and the final
victory of God (Revelation 21–22).
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4.  Bible  Versions  and  Canons

a) Protestant Bible  66 books

Based on the Hebrew canon for the Old Testament.

Deuterocanonical books (Apocrypha) are excluded.

b) Catholic Bible  73 books

Includes Deuterocanonical books, such as Tobit, Judith, Wisdom, Sirach, 1 & 2
Maccabees, etc.

These books are found in the Septuagint (LXX), a Greek translation of the Hebrew
Scriptures, used widely in the early Church.

Protestants do not consider them inspired, as they were not part of the Hebrew
canon and contain theological inconsistencies (e.g., prayers for the dead in 2
Maccabees 12:45–46).

c) Orthodox Bible  76–80 books (depending on tradition)

Includes additional texts beyond the Catholic Deuterocanon.

5.  Is  the  Order  Important?

While the order helps readers navigate the storyline of Scripture 
from Creation (Genesis) to Consummation (Revelation)  you are
not required to read the Bible in that sequence.

The Holy Spirit can lead believers to different parts at different times (John



Why Are the Books of the Bible Arranged That Way?

NURU YA UPENDO www.wingulamashahidi.org | 8

14:26).

Scripture is cohesive and Christ centered regardless of where you begin (Luke
24:27).

The Bible’s arrangement was designed to help us better
understand God’s unfolding plan of salvation. It’s divided into
books of law, history, wisdom, prophecy, gospel, letters, and
apocalyptic vision  all pointing to Jesus Christ, the Word made
flesh (John 1:14).

Our Protestant Bible contains 66 inspired books. Other additions
found in Catholic or Orthodox Bibles are not universally accepted
due to questions about their inspiration and consistency with core
doctrine.

“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.”  Psalm
119:105 (ESV)

May the Lord bless your study of His Word.

Shalom.
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