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A Theological Reflection for Believers

Understanding  Your  Identity  in  Christ

Many Christians rejoice in the truth of their salvation but are unaware
of the spiritual implications it carries. One profound aspect of the
believer’s identity is captured in the phrase “the fragrance of Christ.”
This imagery, drawn from the Apostle Paul’s teachings, speaks of
influence, presence, and spiritual witness how we “smell” to the world
around us, both to those who are being saved and to those who are
perishing.

1.  The  Nature  of  Fragrance:  Attractive  Yet  Divisive

Fragrance is designed to attract. In ancient times, it was associated
with sacrifice, honor, and worship. In our time, perfume is applied to
enhance one’s presence. However, as anyone who has worn perfume
knows, what is pleasant to some may be unpleasant to others.

Spiritually, this concept still holds. As believers, we carry the “aroma
of Christ”, which is pleasing to God but may not be welcomed by all
people.
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2 Corinthians 2:14–16 (NIV):
“But thanks be to God,  who always leads us as captives in Christ’s
triumphal  procession and uses us to spread the aroma of  the
knowledge of  him everywhere.  For we are to God the pleasing
aroma of  Christ  among those who are being saved and those who
are perishing.  To the one,  we are an aroma that  brings death;  to
the other,  an aroma that  brings life.  And who is  equal  to  such a
task?”

Paul uses the imagery of Roman triumphal processions, where incense was burned as
a sign of victory. To Roman citizens, the aroma meant celebration and life; to captives, it
was the scent of impending death.

Similarly, to those receiving the Gospel, believers represent the scent of salvation and
hope. To those rejecting it, our lives serve as a reminder of judgment and spiritual
death.

2.  You  Are  Pleasing  to  God  Even  If  You  Offend  the  World

As Christians, we are called to live holy and set apart lives. This
lifestyle is a sweet offering to God, modeled after Christ, whose entire
life was a “fragrant offering” to the Father.
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Ephesians 5:2 (NIV):
“…and walk in the way of  love,  just  as Christ  loved us and gave
himself  up for  us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.”

When you live according to God’s Word, your life exudes a spiritual
fragrance. This includes your character, prayers, worship, fasting, and
preaching. These are pleasing in God’s sight and build up the body of
Christ.

But the same lifestyle may be repulsive to those who live in rebellion
against God. They may not understand why they oppose you, but light
always exposes darkness.

John 3:19–20 (NIV):
“This  is  the verdict:  Light  has come into the world,  but  people
loved darkness instead of  light  because their  deeds were evil.
Everyone who does evil  hates the light  and will  not  come into the
light  for  fear that  their  deeds will  be exposed.”
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3.  You  Will  Face  Rejection  Even  Hatred

Jesus never promised popularity for those who follow Him. Instead, He
made it clear that rejection by the world is evidence of alignment
with Him.

John 15:18–20 (NIV):
“If  the world hates you,  keep in mind that  it  hated me first.  If  you
belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you do
not belong to the world,  but  I  have chosen you out  of  the world.
That  is  why the world hates you.”

Your fragrance is spiritual, not just moral. The more Christ is formed in you, the
stronger that fragrance becomes.

Those under conviction will sometimes respond with hostility not toward you personally,
but toward what your life represents.
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Romans 12:1 (NIV):
“Therefore,  I  urge you,  brothers and sisters,  in  view of  God’s
mercy,  to  offer  your bodies as a living sacrifice,  holy  and pleasing
to God this  is  your true and proper worship.”

Living sacrificially means you may lose popularity, friends, or
opportunities but in doing so, you offer your life as a holy and pleasing
fragrance to God.

4.  Not  Everyone  Will  Understand  Your  Faithfulness

Being faithful to Christ doesn’t always produce earthly favor.
Sometimes it invites spiritual resistance. This is why Paul asked, “Who
is equal to such a task?” (2 Cor. 2:16). Being the fragrance of Christ
requires boldness, endurance, and the help of the Holy Spirit.

2 Timothy 3:12 (NIV):
“In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will
be persecuted.”
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Persecution whether mild or severe is not a sign of failure, but of
faithfulness.

Remain  Faithful  as  the  Fragrance  of  Christ

If you have received Christ and are walking in obedience to Him, know
this: your life has a scent, one that is pleasing to heaven even if it
stirs resistance on earth.

Don’t be discouraged when others oppose you. Don’t be surprised when
your holiness agitates those who are still bound by sin. Remember, you
are the fragrance of Christ bringing life to some, and exposing death
to others.

Stand firm. Love boldly. Speak truth. And continue to walk in the aroma
of Christ.

Galatians 6:9 (NIV):
“Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we
will  reap a harvest  if  we do not  give up.”
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May the Lord strengthen you to be a pleasing aroma in His sight.
Amen.
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