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Blessings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

As a believer, it is essential to understand the difference between
what is your personal responsibility and what requires direct
guidance from the Holy Spirit. Failing to recognize this distinction
can lead to spiritual confusion or even loss. If you wait for the
Holy Spirit to lead you in matters that are clearly your duty, you
may become stagnant. On the other hand, if you act
independently in areas where you should wait for divine
guidance, you may suffer spiritual harm.

Let us break this down into two parts:

I. AREAS THAT ARE YOUR PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY AS A BELIEVER

These are things God expects you to do without needing a special
revelation. Just like you don’t wait for God to tell you when to eat
or drink, you shouldn’t expect Him to command you daily on
some basic spiritual disciplines. These responsibilities, if
neglected, weaken your spiritual walk.
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1.  Prayer

Prayer is not optional for a believer; it is a spiritual necessity.
Some people say, “I can’t pray unless I am led by the Spirit.” But
Scripture teaches that prayer should be our daily habit, not
something we wait to be prompted for.

Matthew 26:40–41 (ERV):
“Then Jesus went back to his followers and found them
sleeping. He said to Peter,  ‘You men could not stay awake
with me for one hour? Stay awake and pray for strength
against temptation. Your spirit  wants to do what is right,  but
your body is weak.’”

If Jesus expected one hour of prayer even in the disciples’
weakness, how much more should we develop a consistent
pattern of prayer?

2.  Reading  the  Word

The Bible is spiritual food. Just as your body needs daily bread,
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your spirit needs daily Scripture. Don’t wait for a “sign” to read
the Bible or expect a vision about which book to start with. Simply
begin, meditate daily, and grow in understanding.

Matthew 4:4 (ERV):
“Jesus answered him, ‘The Scriptures say, It  is  not just bread
that keeps people alive. Their lives depend on what God
says.’”

Whether you are a new believer or a seasoned pastor, consistent
Bible study is non-negotiable.

3.  Regular  Fasting

This refers to manageable fasts such as 24 hours or two to three
days. Fasting disciplines the flesh and sharpens your spiritual
sensitivity. Don’t wait for a supernatural voice to start
fasting—develop it as a spiritual habit.

Matthew 6:16 (ERV):
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“When you fast,  don’t make yourselves look sad like the
hypocrites.  They make their  faces look sad to show people
they are fasting. I  tell  you the truth, those hypocrites already
have their  full  reward.”

Jesus said “when you fast,” not “if you fast,” implying it is
expected.

4.  Worship  and  Church  Attendance

You don’t need a special revelation to go to church or sing
praises. Worship is a basic expression of love to God. If a church
is not healthy, search for another—but never abandon fellowship.

Hebrews 10:25 (ERV):
“We must not stop meeting together,  as some are doing. We
need to keep on encouraging each other.  This becomes more
and more important as you see the Day coming.”
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5.  Witnessing  for  Christ

Sharing the gospel is a command, not a spiritual gift for a few.
Whether you’ve been saved for years or days, you can share your
testimony. Paul, after being saved, began preaching immediately.

Acts 9:20–21 (ERV):
“Soon he began to preach about Jesus in the synagogues. He
said, ‘Jesus is the Son of God!’  All  the people who heard him
were amazed. They said, ‘This is the same man who was
trying to destroy the people who believe in Jesus!’”

II. AREAS WHERE YOU MUST WAIT FOR THE LEADING OF THE HOLY
SPIRIT

1.  Starting  a  Ministry  or  Church

Many people rush to start ministries because they feel called or
gifted, but without divine timing, the work becomes unstable.
Ministry is a calling that must be confirmed by God and initiated
under His direction.
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Acts 13:2–4 (ERV):
“While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy
Spirit said to them, ‘Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul to do
a special work for me.’ … So Barnabas and Saul were sent out
by the Holy Spirit.”

Even Paul waited for God’s appointed time despite his zeal.

2.  Long,  Extreme  Fasts  (e.g.,  40  Days)

Extended fasts require spiritual preparation and clear leading.
Attempting them by your own will can harm your body or even
lead to death.

Luke 4:1–2 (ERV):
“Jesus returned from the Jordan River. He was full  of the Holy
Spirit,  and the Spirit  led him into the desert.  There the devil
tempted him for 40 days. Jesus ate nothing during this time,
and when it  was finished, he was very hungry.”

Jesus didn’t initiate the fast—He was led by the Spirit.
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3.  Making  Covenants  or  Partnerships

Any binding decision—whether entering marriage, appointing
leaders, or ministry partnerships—requires divine guidance. Jesus
Himself prayed all night before choosing His apostles.

Luke 6:12–13 (ERV):
“About that same time Jesus went off to a mountain to pray.
He stayed there all  night praying to God. The next morning,
he called his followers. He chose twelve of them and called
them apostles.”

Partnerships not led by the Spirit can bring disaster. King
Jehoshaphat allied with King Ahab and almost died as a result.

2 Chronicles 18:1–3 (ERV):
“Jehoshaphat became very rich and was very proud. He made
an agreement with Ahab through marriage. A few years later
he went to visit  Ahab in Samaria… Ahab asked, ‘Will  you go
with me to fight at Ramoth Gilead?’ Jehoshaphat said, ‘Yes, I



WHERE SHOULD I BE LED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT, AND WHERE IS
IT MY PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY?

NURU YA UPENDO www.wingulamashahidi.org | 8

will  join you in battle.’”

Joshua also made a covenant with the Gibeonites without seeking
God—and that mistake haunted Israel for generations (Joshua
9:1–27).

CONCLUSION

Learn to discern what is your responsibility and what requires the
Spirit’s guidance. If you do what God expects of you daily, you’ll
grow. If you wait for the Spirit where He expects initiative, you’ll
stagnate. And if you rush where you should wait on God, you risk
harm.

Romans 8:14 (ERV):
“The true children of God are those who let God’s Spirit  lead
them.”
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